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The purpose of this memo is to provide a contextual summary of the work currently being 
conducted in the State of Illinois by the National Council on Teacher Quality (NCTQ).  In the 
fall of 2009, Advance Illinois commissioned NCTQ to conduct a study of educator preparation 
programs across 56 institutions in the state.  Advance Illinois, which cites itself as being an 
“independent organization promoting an effective education system in Illinois,” intended the 
study to help strengthen educator preparation in the state by rating the performance of these 
programs.  Provisions for a review of educator preparation were also critical in the state’s 
application for federal Race to the Top funding.   
 
According to its website, NCTQ is a “nonpartisan research and advocacy group committed to 
restructuring the teaching profession, led by our vision that every child deserves effective 
teachers” (www.nctq.org/p/).  As one of its initiatives, NCTQ has systematically been reviewing 
educator preparation programs across the country against 30 “standards.”  It is important to note 
that NCTQ is not a recognized accreditor and does not use any nationally recognized standards 
in its review of programs.  NCTQ has already evaluated programs in Texas, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming, typically citing FOIA as a means to obtain materials for review.  
In each of these instances, university administrators have publicly cited NCTQ for its lack of 
rigor, inappropriate methodologies, and absence of alignment with nationally recognized 
professional standards. 
 
In the fall of 2009, as part of Illinois’ NCTQ review, the SIUE School of Education was asked to 
produce the following materials: current syllabi for identified courses in the undergraduate 
elementary and special education programs, a listing of 10 schools in which our candidates are 
placed, copies of relevant student handbooks, and reports of systematic efforts to collect data on 
the performance of graduates (it is important to note that they did not ask for any data, but 
instead only the process for which data was collected).  A thorough report was prepared by the 
SOE and can be accessed on our website (http://www.siue.edu/education/about/pdf/NCTQ-
response-2010.pdf).  It was from these limited materials that NCTQ determined preliminary 
summaries of program effectiveness as based from standards developed by NCTQ.  The SOE did 
have the opportunity to respond to NCTQ regarding factual errors and to submit additional 
supporting information. 
 
While the SOE welcomes the opportunity for valid and comprehensive external review, NCTQ is 
not a recognized accreditor and does not align itself with any recognized professional 
associations.  The American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education (AACTE) has argued 
that NCTQ utilizes methodologies that do not meet the standards of basic scientific research, 
particularly in their assessment of course syllabi and handbooks against "standards" – “that are 
neither research based nor representative of any established consensus – as a means of evaluating 
teacher preparation programs.” (http://aacte.org/index.php?/Traditional-Media/Resources/aacte-
members-respond-to-nctq-qresearchq-efforts.html)   


