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Meetin:
nerican
culture

IHP event welcomes
nternational students

By LarrY INGRAM
STAFF WRITER

Prem Chand Bontha will probably
remember his first American potluck
dinner in the United States.

Bonthais a new international student
from India attending Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.

He and more than 100 international
students were welcomed Lo the communi-
ty by staft and volunteers at a new stu
dent reception sponsored by last week
the International Hospitality Program at
the SIUE Technology and Management
Center.

IHP is a local organization that helps
the students adjust to life here and learn
about American culture.

The dinner, held last Wednesday, [ea-
tured sandwiches, chips, pasta salad,
fried chicken and lasagna and rice
crispy treats for dessert - an American
dessert. Lasagna was a new entree for
some of the Indian students.

The generosity at the event definitely
made an impression on Bontha.

“The "hospitality here is awesome,”
Bontha said. “I did not expect this.”

Students at the event were from
China, Russia, Spain, the Netherlands,
Nepal, Japan and France.

Keith and Cheryl Lombard of Troy
_ and their daughter, Caitlin, a junior at
Triad High School, have been involved in

F CONTINUED FROM PAGE AL

There are 63 Indian students
enrolled in master’s degree pro-
grams at SIUE; the majority
are studying engineering.

The students started the
evening with a mixer that
required them to find and write
down the names of people they
had never met.

Then IHP volunteers ran-
domly picked student names for
door prizes that included much-
needed school supplies.

The - generosity may have
made up for canceled flights
and lost luggage that many of
the students experienced on
their way to the U.S. because of
the terrorist scare.

Nagendra Vakeel, president
of the International Student
Association  at SIUE, who
helped pick up students at
Lambert Airport in St. Louis,
said lost luggage is not uncom-
mon for international students
traveling to the U.S.

The fact that all flights were
canceled in London because .of
the terrorist plot probably did
not help.

Two students who traveled
from Spain, Ana Teineido
Ibanez and Rosa Martinez, said
three out of four pieces of their
luggage were lost on a British
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Airways flight from London to
Chicago.

“We didn’t know what to do
or where to go,” Martinez said.

British Airways did pay for
an overnight stays at a hotel
and the trip to and from the air-
port, Martinez said.

They both arrived in the
St. Louis Sunday and have
since purchased additional
clothing.

Dr. Ron Schaefer, SIUE
International Programs direc-
tor, said it was a good event for
the students.

«This is a very good intro-
duction for the students and the
host families,” he said.

Cyndi Peterson, STUE School
of Business assistant director,
said the event was “great” for
the new students.

“It’s a good opportunity for
members of the community and
the students to interact,” she
said.

The next event planned for
the students is a fall picnic
Sept. 9. For more information,

‘call an IHP leader at 667-0104,

931-0041, 633-2520, 656-0548 or
377-9273.

E-mail: lingram@yourjour-
nal.com
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