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Morrison to attend Fachhochschule Hannoveﬁ

By STEVE HORRELL
stevehorrell@ hotmail.com

The idea that she might one day

study in Germany was already in,

the back of Shelly Morrison’s mind
when Dr. Stephan Konig visited
SIUE last February.

Morrison, a business administra-
tion major, found Konig to be an
interesting character. For one
thing, he had worked in New York
City, for Citibank, on Sept. 11,
2001.

He eventually left New York
City and returned to Germany,
where he began working as a con-
sultant. Later, he became a busi-

ness instructor at Fachhochschule

Hannover.

He was teaching at
Fachhochschule Hannover when
he decided to come to SIUE as a
visiting professor.

Fachhochschule Hannover is
where Morrison will begin study-
ing soon. On Feb. 5 she will fly to
Germany to begin a six-month
study program at Fachhochschule.

The program is part of the Travel
Study program offered by the SIUE
School of Business’ Office of

International Programs.

“I'm very excited, really ner-
vous. But I think it should be OK. I
have quite a few friends who have
been very helpful,” the 20-year-old
Morrison said recently.

Among other things, the trip will
give her a chance to brush up on
her German.

She has studied German at STUE
and will take two German classes
at Fachhochschule, along with two
business classes.

When Konig came to SIUE the
week of Feb. 20, 2006, Morrison
was wavering between wanting to
study in Germany and the
Netherlands, a country she had

visited during an athletic exchangg| .

program offered by O’Fallon Highi
School. i
Morrison says Konig spoke ta
five of the six classes she had been}
taking at the time.
“He talked about outsourcing
and electronic business,” she
recalled. ‘A'
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On Feb. 21, Konig made a presentation titled “Can You Compete?”
to a group comprised of exchange students who had been visiting
SIUE and SIUE students who had studied in Europe and Mexico.

“He had some really interesting practical international business
experience, and his English was fabulous,” said Cyndi Peterson, the
assistant director of International Exchange Programs in SIUE's School
of Business.

Throughout that week the students also heard from eight local busi-
ness leaders, including Terry Arndt, president of Successful
Consulting, and two representatives from Boeing.

In the months after Konig's visit here, Peterson introduced Morrison
to other exchange students. Among them was Mindy Kirby. A 20-year-
old international business major, Kirby returned to SIUE in June of
2006 after having spent a semester studying in Angers, France.

Kirby said that when she arrived in France, the school put her up at
an apartment in Angers, about an hour-and-a-half train ride from
Paris, and also found a girl from Canada to room with her. “It worked
out really well,” she said recently. “That was fun.”

Kirby has a minor in French, although Frenchmen usually have
enough serviceable English to communicate with Americans, she said.
Most things were within walking distance. “The bakeries and pastries
were just addicting,” she said. “Their little bakery shops just open up
right on the street. It's just so easy to walk by and grab breakfast or
lunch.”

Morrison also talked with Dieter Langhorst. Langhorst is a 29-year-
old exchange student from Hamburg, Germany, who studied comput-
er management information systems before returning home in
December. During an interview at SIUE recently, Langhorst said that
when he studied at Fachhochschule Hannover he commuted an hour
each day from Hamburg. Asked his impression of the United States,
Langhorst paused. “It's huge,” he said finally. “Compared with
Germany, all this stuff is huge. It's been really interesting to stay here.”

Langhorst’ lived on campus with two ROTC students. “The first
morning [ saw this Army helmet by the bed,” he said. “T said, ‘OK,
great!”

While Peterson can offer some advice to Morrison, she finds that the
best resource is often students such as Langhorst and Kirby.

Morrison Say$ she isn't sure what career path she wants to take
when she returns from Germany. “I'll cross that road when I get to it.
I'm a highly independent person. Eventually I would like to own my
own business.”
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