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Southern Illinois University Edwardsville is
hoping to expand its students’ and faculty’s for-
eign exchange opportunities.

The university is pursuing an educational
partnership with Soochow University in
Suzhou, China, which would encourage the
exchange of faculty and students, as well as a
research collaboration between the two institu-
tions.

A delegation of 17 STUE educators and admin-
istrators, including School of Business Dean
Gary Giamartino and College of Arts and
Sciences Dean Kent Neely, along with a group
of faculty and students, visited China last
month.

The SIUE group toured areas of Shanghai,
Suzhou, and Xiamen, meeting representatives
from businesses and universities, as well as gov-
ernmental trade specialists.

Tom Douglas, assistant professor of
Management and Marketing in the STUE School
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of Business, said the school looks forward to an
enduring relationship. “By establishing a rela-
tionship with China, we can provide the interna-
tional experience today’s business students need
to succeed in a global business environment,”
Douglas said. “Many U.S. companies, including
several based in St. Louis, have offices in China.”
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According to Giamartino, the highlight of the trip was a meeting
with Xia Dongming, Soochow’s vice president, and Michael Barbalas, a
member of Soochow’s Board and also general manager of Andrew
Telecommunications Co. Ltd. in China. Giamartino said development
continues in China and that China's influence around the world is

growing exponentially.

“A partnership with Soochow University would greatly enhance

SIUE's international programs,” he said.

Douglas said students from Soochow University hosted a social
event for the SIUE group that included a cultural exhibit, “The Masters
of the Nets,” including short plays and musicians. “The Soochow stu-
dents” hospitality was outstanding as they were eager to show our stu-

dents and faculty their city.”

Established in 1900, Soochow University has an enrollment of nearly
40,000 students on six campuses. More than 80 colleges and universi-
ties around the world actively participate in international exchange

relationships with the university.
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