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Checklist for 1 – 2 months prior to departure for semester abroad

· Do you have your passport? Make a least 2 copies of the picture page. Carry one with you during your semester abroad and leave one at home with family.

· Have you already applied for your student visa / residency permit?

· Is your financial aid in order at SIUE? Do you know your disbursement date? 

· Do you have an ISIC (International Student Identity Card)? 
· Have you purchased health insurance that will cover you during your semester abroad? Find more info online at http://www.siue.edu/studyabroad/leave.shtml or talk with your study abroad advisor.

· Have you purchased your airline ticket? Do you know where your itinerary/e-ticket is? Make a copy and leave it with a family member.

· Do you know what the baggage limit is for your airline (number of bags, weight & size restrictions)?  If not, find out now.

· Do you need to see your physician, dentist, or eye doctor before you leave? If so, make appointments now. Will you need to obtain additional prescription medication for your entire stay abroad?  

· Do you have a copy of your health record to carry with you abroad? 

· Any immunizations required? Recommended? Check CDC website for detailed information about particular regions you plan to visit during study abroad: www.cdc.gov.

· Purchase dictionary and/or phrasebook for language host country.

· Have you signed and submitted a SIUE Study Abroad Release Form? 

· Do you have a travel guidebook for your host country and other countries you plan to visit during your stay abroad? Check Let’s Go, Lonely Planet, and Rough Guide series. These can generally be purchased at local major bookstores or online. 
· Do you have a journal and address book to carry with you?

· ATM Card – Do you plan to take yours? Check with your bank to see if it will work in the countries where you plan to be using it. Check to make sure PIN can be used overseas. Check daily limit. Are there additional fees for using the card overseas to obtain foreign currency?
