J VISA LIMITATIONS
INABILITY TO CHANGE PROGRAM OBJECTIVE
At the current time, there is no procedure for a change of program objective. Therefore, a student on a short term exchange CANNOT change to be a degree-seeking student.
INABILITY TO CHANGE PROGRAM CATEGORIES
A J exchange individual may be a professor, researcher, degree-seeking student, short-term scholar, or short-term student. At the current time, there is no procedure to change categories. Example: a professor cannot change to be a degree-seeking student.
HOME RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT
Certain individuals are required to return to their home country for 2 years completion of their program of study as stated on their DS-2019. This requirement is called 212e. You can determine if you are subject to this requirement in the following ways.

   Skills List. 212e applies if the field of study, research or teaching is listed on the Exchange      
  
    Visitor Skills List for his/her country of citizenship.

    For example: All citizens of China are subject to 212e and must leave the U.S. after their 
                 
    program ends.  To see the Skills List, go to http://exchanges.state.gov/jvw.html

   Funding. 212e applies if the Exchange Visitor receives U.S. or home government funding 
  
    (directly or indirectly) to support the exchange.

   Receipt of graduate medical education or training.

   The American Consulate or Embassy marks your visa page with the comment, “Subject to 

    212e”...

WAIVING THE HOME RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT
The University will NOT support waiving the home residency requirement for short-term exchange students. 
Degree seeking students and scholars should contact International Student Services for assistance if they wish to apply for a waiver of 212e.
There are several bases for waivers:

   A no-objection statement issued by the embassy of the visitor's home country government sent 
    directly to the U.S. Department of State.

   A request by an interested U.S. government agency.

   Fear of Persecution.

   Exceptional Hardship to a U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident Spouse or Child of an 
     

    Exchange Visitor.

   Certain Physicians.
