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Education

California State University, Northridge


Certificate in Family Therapy

B.A., Geography and Urban Studies (1968)


Thalians Mental Health Center, 









Los Angeles, CA (1983)

University of Wisconsin, Madison

M.S., Social Work (1974)

University of Southern California



Certificate in CoupleCommunication
Ph.D., Social Work (1984)




Training, Minneapolis, MN (1977)

Employment History

1999 –Present

Associate Professor, Department of Social Work, 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

1989 – 1998
Associate Professor, Social Work;




Department of Social Work & Psychology




The National University of Singapore

1995 – 1996
Associate Professor, Social Work;




Department of Social Work, Southern Illinois




University at Edwardsville

1988 – 1989
Assistant Professor, Social Science;




American Universities League




Yokohama-City, Japan

1987 – 1989
Lecturer, Social Science;

Nichibei Kaiwa Gakuin, The Advanced School of International Communication, Tokyo, Japan

1984 – 1986
Assistant Professor, Social Work;




Department of Social Work, Chinese




University of Hong Kong

1980 – 1984
Clinical Social Worker/Counselor;




Private Practice, Los Angeles, California

1977 – 1980
Branch Director/Caseworker;




Family Service of Los Angeles, California

1975 – 1976
Medical Social Worker;




North Shore Children’s Hospital




Salem, Massachusetts

1974 – 1975
Clinical Social Worker;




Brown County Mental Health Center




Green Bay, Wisconsin

1968 – 1972
Social Caseworker; Department of Public Social Services; Los Angeles, California

Work Experience: University Faculty Positions

1984-Present

Teaching Duties:

Have taught courses in Generalist Social Work Practice, Advanced Social Work Practice Methods (individual, group, family), Social Welfare Policy, Human Behavior in the Social Environment, Abnormal Psycholgy/Human Dysfunction, Personality Theories, Introduction to Human Services, Primary Prevention Programs, Interpersonal Effectiveness and Conflict Resolution, Counseling Theories, Management in Human Services, Occupational Social Work.

Field Work Supervision:

Coordinated placement of students, acted as liaison between field supervisors and the Department, conducted field work/practicum seminars, conducted training sessions for supervisors, organized and led field placement projects that integrated services and program evaluation.

Supervision of Graduate theses:

Specialized in the areas of community mental health, program evaluation, psychoeducational family group intervention, occupational social work, and others.

Research: 

Areas of study include: informal social support systems in the African American community; Life course analysis of African American men; Cross-cultural social work practice approaches; treatment approaches for families caring for a mentally ill relative; risky sexual behavior; HIV prevention programs for youth
Consultation:

Provided consultation and training on practice issues and research to local family service and community mental health organizations.

Administration:

Serve as a member on Department-based and College of Arts and Sciences-based committees. 
Work Experience: Direct Social Work Practice Positions

1968-1984 Direct Social Work Intervention:

Provided social services, including information and referral, case management, crisis intervention, counseling, and facilitation of use of community resources, for a wide range of problems of living; Organized and led primary prevention programs.

Worked in the fields of social welfare, community mental health, and family services.

Administration:

Managed a branch office of a family service agency; Duties included the hiring, training and supervision of practitioners, provided consultation services to local community schools, correctional facilities and social service agencies; Developed and led various community service programs.
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Bentelspacher, C. (1997) A comparison of family group vs individual psychoeducational intervention for families caring for a severe and persistent mentally ill member. Institute of Health/Woodbridge Hospital, Singapore. [Monograph]
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Bentelspacher, C., Chong,K.K., & DeSilva,E. (1991). A follow-up study of residents discharged from SAMH halfway house. Insight, 5, 47-51.
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Bentelspacher, C. & Campbell, L. (2010).  An analysis of factors associated with nonresident fathering in the U.S. Fifth International Conference on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences: Cambridge, England, U.K.
Bentelspacher, C., Suttiwan, P., Dejithirat, K., Iamsupasit, S., & Barrett, M.(2006).The Relationship between HIV Non-Barrier Protection and Stages of Change for Condom Use. 5th Annual Hawaii International Conference on Social Science. Honolulu, Wawaii. 
Bentelspacher, C., Duncan, E., Collins, C., Tunney, K., & Scandell, D. (July, 2002). An analysis of the transactional processes of the informal support networks of African American families caring for a relative with severe mental illness. Conference International Association of Schools of Social Work, Montpellier, France.
Bentelspacher, C. (August, 1996). Establishing cultural compatibility of psychoeducational family group treatment with Asian families. International Social Work Association. Hong Kong, China.
Books: Editorial Work and Chapters:
Bentelspacher, C. & Minai,K. (Eds.) (1994). Proceedings: Ageing in the 21st Century: Japan and Singapore. Singapore: Dept. of Japanese Studies, National University of Singapore.

Bentelspacher, C. (1994). A case analysis of families with an elderly member in an institution. In C. Bentelspacher & K. Minai (Eds.) Proceedings: Ageing in the 21st Century: Japan and Singapore. Singapore: Dept. of Japanese Studies, National University of Singapore.

Work in Progress: 
Bentelspacher, C., Scandell, D.J., Barrett, M., in collaboration with members of The Faculty of Psychology at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.
1) A study of the association between illusory protection strategies for HIV and motivation to change high risk sexual behavior among Thai.

2) A study of sexual behavior of young adult, Thai males in Bangkok, Thailand. Specifically, we are examining their attitudes and behaviors related to preventing HIV/AIDS.

Bentelspacher, C., & Cambell, L. A life course trajectory analysis of the social role experiences of African American men. 
