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To the Members of the Society:


The 2009 Colloquy had a wonderful time in marking the centenary of the birth of Simone Weil with the presentation of 15 papers at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, and a delightful concluding banquet across the river in St. Louis. I am attaching a list of the papers given, along with the e-mail addresses of their authors in the case that others of the membership would like to request a copy of a paper. Many of these are marked with an asterisk, which indicates that the text will be printed in a volume, The Relevance of the Radical: Simone Weil 100 Years Later, edited by Rebecca and Lucian Stone, that will make its appearance this fall from Continuum. We all owe Rebecca and Lucian a debt of gratitude for all their efforts to make this colloquy happen and to make it go so well. There were several new participants in the meeting, and with them, several new approaches to Weil’s thought. As we then conclude the milestone of the centenary, we also took a step into some very new things as well.


It was decided at the concluding business meeting that next year’s colloquy will be held April 23-24, 2010, at Boston College in Boston, Massachusetts. Tomeu Estelrich will be hosting it. The theme of the colloquy will be “Simone Weil: Texts and Contexts.” We are especially looking for papers that will concentrate on and discuss a short text, perhaps complete in itself such as a letter or notebook entry, or part of a larger text. The theme is meant to open up possible ways of treating Weil’s thinking, and is not meant to be restrictive. As usual, all proposals will be entertained. Proposals should be sent to Tomeu Estelrich by January 15, 2010 at: tomeuestelrich@gmail.com. 


With respect to other centennial news, I note that on May 15 and 16, at the École Normale Supérieure there will be a colloquy hosted by the ENS on “Simone Weil and la Philosophie du XXe Siècle.” A colloquy will also be held on September 25-26, 2010 at the Lycée Henri IV in Paris, and the annual French Association meeting will be held during its usual time over the All Saints weekend. Further information will be forthcoming, and if possible, will be listed on the AWS website.


One publication to note: Bartomeu Estelrich, “Simone Weil’s Concept of Grace,” Modern Theology 25.2 (April, 2009) 239-251.


If your dues have not yet been paid for 2009, you will be receiving a separate reminder.

Peace,

Eric

Colloquy XXIX

April 24-25, 2009

Southern Illinois University- Edwardsville, Edwardsville, IL

Simone Weil: Are We Ready for Her?

Dino Alfier, University of the Arts, London, “Taming Proteus Today: Art and Attention in Simone Weil” 

Joseph Cosgrove, Providence College, “Weil and Weyl on Mathematical Physics: Connections between Simone Weil and Phenomenology.” 

E. Jane Doering, University of Notre Dame, “Despair is the Handmaiden of War.” 

Tomeu Barcelo Estelrich, Boston College, “Simone Weil on Modern Disequilibrium.” 

*Cynthia Gayman, Murray State University, “An Ethical Account of the Self Who Might Be Otherwise: Simone Weil and Judith Butler.” 

*Coy Jones, University of Chicago, and Krista Duttenhaver, University of Notre Dame, “Power, Subjectivity and Resistance in the Thought of Simone Weil and Michel Foucault.” 

Vance Morgan, Providence College, “Simone Weil and Erotic Pedagogy.” 

*Christopher Nelson, South Texas College, “‘To Make Known This Method’: Simone Weil and the Business of Institutional Education.” 

Jesse Perrillo, Loyola University Chicago, “Reading Weil at Walter Reed: Affliction, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and the Just War Tradition.” 

*A. Rebecca Rozelle-Stone, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, “The ‘War’ on Error? Violent Metaphor and Words with Capital Letters.” 

*Mario von der Ruhr, University of Swansea, Swansea, Wales, “Christianity and the Errors of Our Time: Simone Weil on Atheism and Idolatry.” 

*Inese Radzins, Pacific School of Religion, “Truly Incarnated: Simone Weil’s Revised Christianity.” 

Larry Schmidt and Paul York, University of Toronto, “An Explanation of the Role of Christ as Counter-mimetic Scapegoat, as Seen through the Lens of Simone Weil's Social Activism” 

*Eric O. Springsted, The Reformed Institute of Washington,  “Mystery and Philosophy,” 

Mindy Young Lawson, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, “An Aesthetics of Liberation:  Attending to the Post/colonial Artist.” 
