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To the Members,


There are a number of announcements and bits of news, which include three attachments. The dues schedule is in an rtf format and so should be able to be downloaded by all. If you cannot do so, please don’t hesitate to contact me.


First, dues and subscriptions to Cahiers Simone Weil for 2009 are now due. Costs are up slightly this year. It is not much, but we have had to make the adjustment as we have kept them artificially low for the last several years. I am attaching a schedule. Please take care of this right away, as it saves us money and effort if you do so.


With a lot of  gratitude I am happy to announce that we have launched a website for the Society. Lucian Stone has had it put together at SIU-Edwardsville. It is not entirely completed yet, but is accessible, and there will be forthcoming updates and additional links. The address is: http://www.siue.edu/artsandsciences/philosophy/weilsociety/ You can copy and paste this. 


I remind all of the upcoming colloquy which will be held April 24-25, 2009 at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. The theme is “Simone Weil: Are We Ready for Her?” As usual, all timely proposals will be considered, even if not directly on the theme. Proposals need to be sent to Lucian or Rebecca Stone by January 15. E-mail addresses are: lustone@siue.edu and beccarozelle@yahoo.com. Edwardsville is directly across the river from St. Louis, and accommodations will be in that city. I am attaching hotel information and general information for you. There will be a number of papers this year, as the Stones are putting together a volume on the relevance of Simone Weil and many of the contributors will be first giving their contributions at the colloquy.


As you are all aware, 2009 is the centennial year of Weil’s birth. A number of observances will be held. The first has already taken place, a conference held in Teramo, Italy in December. It was a wonderful affair – somewhat over twenty-five papers were presented in several languages, and with probably over 150 people attending, including a number of students. Our hosts, Attitlio Danese and Julia DiNicola provided programs that included abstracts in three languages, and translations into English, French and Italian for a number of invited papers. The events also included a performance of a Simone Weil piece, and a visit to a newly restored cathedral in nearby Atri, which Weil herself would have loved. There will be as many as three conferences in France in the fall –  at the Lycee Henri IV, the annual colloquy of the French Association, and Emmanuel Gabellieri is seeking to put one together on theological themes at Lyons. And, there is, of course, our colloquy in April, which we hope to make a significant celebration. We intend to provide information as it becomes available and to have it listed on the website.


There are some new publications to be noted:


Grahame Davies, Everything Must Change, Bridgend, Wales, Seren Press, 2007. This is a novel that was first published in Welsh, which makes extensive and explicit use of Weil throughout.


Desmond Avery, Beyond Power Simone Weil and the Web of Authority, Lexington Books, 2008.


Vance Morgan, “Mathematics and Supernatural Friendship,” Philosophy and Theology, 18:2 (2006): 318-335. 


Joseph Cosgrove, “Simone Weil’s Spiritual Critique of Modern Science: An Historical-Critical Assessment.” Zygon, 43.2 (June, 2008).


For those of you who remember our late colleague, Martin Andic, I note that I have received from the philosophy department at the University of Massachusetts/Boston an invitation to contribute to the Martin Andic Fund, and make it a permanent fund. The proceeds go to promising graduating seniors in philosophy. If you are interested, contact me and I will forward the information to you. I have made a contribution from the Society.


And finally, congratulations go to Rebecca Rozelle Stone for successfully defending her dissertation on Weil.

Peace,

Eric
