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The course investigates Indigenous American thought using these main sources: 

American Indian Thought: Philosophical Essays, ed. Anne Waters (Oxford: Blackwell, 2004).
Contemporary writings by native philosophers in epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, etc.
Spirit and Reason: the Vine Deloria, Jr. Reader (Golden, Col.: Fulcrum, 1999).

Essays on philosophy, social, science, education and religion by Deloria

(1933-2005), attorney, theologian and champion of Indian rights.
Sources in particular traditions, such as the Navajo Creation Story: Diné Bahane’and the Iroquois Great League of Peace.

The Native Philosophy Project, Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
The instructor’s research collection of audio and audio-visual materials and texts from the Pacific Northwest Coast.

Course goals:
· Learn about key issues, methods, and primary and secondary sources in the field.
· Articulate an understanding of philosophy that incorporates oral / lived traditions. 
· Gain a comprehensive view of themes and approaches common to indigenous 
American philosophy and religion.
· Each student will investigate a specific problem in one or two particular traditions 
as a final research project for presentation and discussion in class. 
Indigenous American thought has generally been excluded from the field of professional philosophy. Traditional indigenous philosophy is expressed in forms other than printed texts, such as songs and ancient epic stories that are memorized and told at ceremonial gatherings.  Even when we acknowledge the great diversity of philosophical orientations and methodologies that exist in the Anglo-European traditions and those of South, East, and West Asia, our presuppositions about what philosophy is (and how it can be conducted( are challenged when we encounter non-textual philosophical traditions.  











