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Are humans condemned to freedom, as Sartre famously wrote? If so, how is oppression possible? Does childhood socialization limit our freedom, as Beauvoir writes in The Second Sex (“One is not born, but rather becomes a woman”)? If so, how is liberation possible? How, in other words, is it possible to reconcile existentialism with Marxism, feminism, or liberation politics? Is Sartre’s essay, The Anti-Semite and the Jew an unacknowledged source of both post-colonialism and The Second Sex? Is Beauvoir’s metaphysical novel, She Came to Stay an unacknowledged source of Sartre’s Being and Nothingness? Explore the legacy of French existentialism in the Spring 2009 Philosophy Senior Seminar, taught by Prof. Margaret Simons.

For information contact Margaret Simons, 618 650.2185 msimons@siue.edu 
