Course Requirements
You will earn your grade by successfully completing 2 assignments, one from each of the groupings below.  At least one of the assignments you select must be a written assignment.

Group #1:  Islamic (Turkish) Aesthetics
Choose one of the following choices.  I encourage you to express your creativity in this project.  Some of these suggestions might be combined into a single project.  If you have a unique idea that you think would be suitable for this requirement, please consult the instructor.

1. Prior to departure, you should read Orhan Pamuk’s memoir Istanbul in its entirety.  Select one of the following choices of assignment:

A. Write a paper or journal reflecting upon what expectations you had about Istanbul based upon reading his memoir.  How accurate was the picture you envisioned as result of his writing?  Compare/contrast his description with your actual experiences of the city while residing there.

B. Try to find the areas described by Pamuk in his memoir while in Istanbul.  Document your findings.  Draw a map, or plot out the points on a map, and either write a description or take a photo.  Be certain to indicate on what page in his memoir the place is described and a brief explanation of how you found it during your travels.

C. Write your own memoir of Istanbul during your stay.

D. While in Istanbul read several of Pamuk’s other works and write a comparative analysis.  Explore the presentation of Turkish life and culture he presents, or his use of narrative tropes to express his vision.  Do you think reading his work while in Istanbul makes a difference in your understanding or appreciation of the subject matter and cultural perspective?  Some other suggested readings of his include: Snow, My Name is Red, The White Castle, The New life, and The Black Book.

2. Journal.  Record your aesthetic experiences while in Turkey.  You could use several means of recording your experiences including: written journal, sketch pad, sound journal (using a sound recording device), or video recording to name a few options.

3. Architecture Project.  You can either write a paper on Islamic architecture or record a photo journal.  You might narrow your scope to the architecture of Sinan, for example.  Or, perhaps, you might make a photo journal of minarets.

4. Sketch Pad.  Bring a sketch pad with you and draw sights of interest, be they people, places, etc.

5. Traditional/Contemporary Art Project.  Compose a journal or create an artistic collage comparing and contrasting elements of traditional (Islamic) art and contemporary (secular) art you encounter while in Turkey.

6. Food.  Some options that might be explored include: Collect menus and/or recipes from your travels; write a taste journal; explore the markets and describe the foods that are readily available, etc.; a photo journal of food, markets, and/or restaurants; or conduct an anthropological/historical study of Turkish (or Islamic) cuisine.

7. Scrapbook.  Make a collection of various items you come upon while in Istanbul.  This could include, but is not limited to: textiles, calligraphy, ceramics/tiles, Arabesques, paintings, photos, etc.

8. Sufism and/or Rumi.  Write a paper or design a creative project on Sufism and/or the mystical poetry of Jalal al-Din Rumi.

9. Calligraphy and Arabesque.  Write a paper or design a creative project centered around the aesthetic expression of calligraphy and Arabesque.

10. Textiles and Carpets.  Write a paper or design a creative project centered around the aesthetic expression of textiles and carpets.

Category #2: Islam and Modernity
Choose one of the following choices.  If you have a unique idea that you think would be suitable for this requirement, please consult the instructor.

1. The Turkish Media or “Islam as News”.  Informed by our pertinent course readings (esp. Edward Said), make a collection of news stories about Turkey or Islam and provide an analysis thereof.  It will be important to pay attention not only to what is being reported, but also how it is being reported.  There are several options of how to conduct this assignment.  For example, you might survey American or Western news media and the stories it reports about Turkey or Islam prior to leaving (save these reports); then, compare those stories with your experiences in Turkey.  Or you might find stories reported on the same subject in Turkish dailies and see how they compare to the reports by American or Western journalists.  Another example is to study the Turkish newspapers and analyze how they cover subjects such as American culture and political theory, or the Islamic world; take note of whether their reporting differs from what you are used to reading, etc.

2. Oral History Project.  Record an oral history project (using either video or audio recording devices, or simply in writing—if the latter, I suggest at least taking a photo of your interlocutor) of the friends and acquaintances you make while living in Turkey.  It may help to focus on a theme.

3. Contemporary Issues Paper/Journal.  Write a paper or journal exploring a contemporary issue facing Turkey or the Islamic world (e.g., Islam and democracy; women in Islam).  Be certain to utilize the readings we have studied in the course.

4. Paper Assignment.  Select a topic relevant to the course and write a research paper.

5. Re-presentation Project.  Taking your cue from Edward Said’s discussion about re-presentation of the ‘Other’ devise a project that helps illuminate this concept.  This can be done as a research paper or through other creative means, such as photography, etc.
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