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Strand teaches the art of weaving in a new world
When the phrase “fine arts” is men-

tioned, oftentimes the first two things that 
come to mind are painting and sculpture. 
But the fine arts include many other media, 
including textiles. One person who special-
izes in that particular medium is Laura 
Strand, a professor in the department of art 
and design at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.

Born in Minneapolis, Minn., Strand 
received her bachelor ’s of fine arts 
degree from Georgia State University in 
Atlanta and her master’s in fine arts from 
the University of Kansas in Lawrence. 
Although initially interested in painting, 
Strand took a college weaving class and 
realized that she could bring to her art 
making what she had learned as a child 
from her mother.

“My mother made our clothes,” Strand 
said. “She did lots of things around the 
house. She also had a career as an X-ray 
technician. I could make a combination 
between the apprenticeship learning of one 
person to one person and the intellectual 
learning engaged in a college environment. 
I thought of that as a deep investment in 
my own life.”

The area of textiles in art is a very 
broad field that involves weaving, surface 
design and decorations of fabrics. These 
fabrics can be dyed, screen-printed, folded, 
stitched and engaged in lots of very dif-
ferent ways. Strand’s experience includes 
all kind of materials when it comes to 
weaving, including strings, wires, and tele-
phone wire.

“Anything flexible, anything vaguely 
flexible can be woven into a surface,” she 
said, adding that techniques are really 
more of a means than a goal.

“My notion is that a technique can give 
you what you need to communicate and 
that rather than master it as a whole you 
find the way to master it towards what 
you want to say,” Strand said. “And it is 
an avenue of discovery, and an avenue of 
building expertise, and this is part of also 
what thrills me about textiles is that I have 
been at it for 30 years and I investigate new 
things all the time.”

Strand said that she is excited about what 
opportunities new technologies are opening 
up in the use of textiles.

“When I first came out of school in the 
early ‘80s I found that my teacher had found 
a (computer) program. They were teaching 
how to weave on a computer at Georgia Tech 
and so I took a course there. It was the first 
time I had had that experience of seeing a 
computer weave, but it is really very easy,” 
Strand said.

One of Strand’s publications is titled 
“Textiles: A Contemplative Language.”

What does that title mean?
“I learned that in Greek ‘texto’ means to 

weave and it comes into the English lan-
guage as ‘text’ and ‘textile’ so my little twist 
suggests that it is to speak through textiles, to 

make a voice and a communication through 
textiles and my heart is in that,” she said. “I 
believe that it is a vocalization of thought to 

make an artwork and I think that when you 
put an artwork together tiny bit by tiny bit, 
weaving and printing are construction tech-

niques and so you make an object and you 
communicate through it.”

Strand said that special talent is not 
required to work with textiles. “Talent is one 
of those misnomers that people suggest is 
true in the world but it really isn’t,” she said. 
“When I was an undergraduate the depart-
ment chair said, ‘An artist has to know 
everything, an artist has to be able to talk 
about everything, everything is potentially 
art,” and that’s true. So any person who has 
a desire to make music or to be in theater 
or to make artwork all you need is a desire 
because it is 99 percent work and perhaps 1 
percent spark.”

Obviously artists love what they do, but 
can they make a living out of it, particularly 
in these difficult financial times?

“Ninteen-eighty-one is when I graduated 
and so I know that I came into the world 
exactly where my students are coming into 
the world today, and I made a living at my 
work,” Strand said. “Now, it isn’t a rich liv-
ing. It is not going to be a wealth of money 
and it requires hard work and innovation. 
And so I think that we really put students 
through a very rigorous process as art stu-
dents. We demand a lot of their time. We 
demand a lot of their energy and their atten-
tion.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at 
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Professor Laura Strand, at right, discusses weaving.
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The Glen Ed Pantry will help make 
Christmas merrier for about 250 fam-
ilies this year. To do that, donations 
are being sought.

Needed now are new, unwrapped 
toys for children between the ages of 
3 and 11.

For teens, gift cards to local busi-
nesses are suggested.

“Socks and underwear for all ages 
are in demand,” said Dawn Stach. 
“We often run short for teens.”

Collection boxes have been set up 
at both YMCA locations for new 
socks and underwear.

And cash donations are always 
welcome.

Donors can take tags with gift 

requests from the Glen Ed Pantry’s 
gift tree at Wal-Mart.

Families who need assistance 
at the holidays must register at 
the pantry, 125 Fifth Ave., to be 
considered. Hours are Monday 
and Wednesday, 3 to 6 p.m. and 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 
9 a.m. to noon.

Donations may be dropped at the 
pantry during regular hours and on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, from 9 to 11 a.m.

The food basket and gift distribu-
tion will be made to families on Dec. 
20, from 9 a.m. to noon and 3 to 6 
p.m.

Pantry makes a push 
for holiday donations
Undergarments among items in short supply
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A young girl was injured last winter when she 
was sledding and struck a light pole at the bot-
tom of the hill at the rear of the park.

That prompted the board to take action, which 
it did, but there was enough backlash from winter 
sports enthusiasts to bring the matter up again.

Village Administrator Jamie Bowden said 
he, Public Works Coordinator Dale Henson 
and Administrative Services Coordinator Lori 
Gibson have been in discussions with the Illinois 
Municipal League Risk Management Association, 
which made five suggestions to help reduce  Glen 
Carbon’s sledding liability.

Those suggestions are:

where other activities are conducted.

other usable areas.

hill.
-

imity to Judy Creek.

The village’s goal is to protect itself – and its 
taxpayers – from a costly lawsuit.

That’s the goal of every municipality, but many 
still allow sledding and other winter sports.

“Obviously, our risk management associa-
tion is going to say the safest route is to not 
allow it. But, that being said, other communi-
ties allow it. And you can do certain things to 
hedge your liability,” Bowden said.

Henson said the village has snow fence in 
storage and could erect enough to separate the 
sledders from other activities.

“What we want to do is put this fence up. 
People slide down, but they’ve got to walk 
around the fence and go back up on the other 
side of the fence,” Henson said. “The fence 
will keep them from going over toward the 
pavilion.”

Bowden and Henson both agreed that the 
lights could be removed from the base of the 
hill and stored for use elsewhere in the vil-
lage.

Signs, meanwhile, appear to be key to the 
issue.

Bowden said he would like to see village 
officials come up with guidelines such as clos-
ing the park at dusk to sledders and requiring 
children under a specified age be accompa-
nied by an adult.

The signs would also state clearly that any-

one sledding, snowboarding or skiing does so 
at their own risk.

Henson said he believes the signs – which 
would be placed at the top of the hill and the 
bottom – could be made and purchased for 
under $500.

But Larry Kacer, the committee’s chairman, 
said he’s not sure if signs would benefit the 
village.

“I don’t care how many signs you put up or 
whatever you do, if some kid gets hurt, you’re 
going to get sued,” Kacer said.

Committee member Ross Breckenridge, 
however, said he believes the park should be 
open to sledders.

“We’re on the right track,” he said. “I think 
we should allow sledding. It’s a tradition.”

Before the committee voted to send the 
matter to the full board, which could possibly 
rescind the April ordinance, Bowden said no 
action was required if that was preferred.

“You don’t have to do it. What I heard from 
the mayor is that there was some support for 
doing it, but hedging our liability,” he said. “If 
you’re amiable to it, I would recommend that 
before we rescind the ordinance, we look at 
the cost of some signage.”

The matter could be reviewed by the village 
board as early as Tuesday during its next regu-
larly scheduled meeting.
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"My first thought this morning when I heard was good riddance! 
To me, he has always been arrogant," Dorsey said. "He has done some 
good for different charities, but he was never one of my favorites. It 
was always whatever Albert wanted, Albert got. Personally, I am happy 
to see (Tony) La Russa and Pujols both gone.”

Pujols had to have felt the love while playing in St. Louis. The 
Cardinal fan base treated him like royalty. Some are even wondering 
if he will take his new statue with him when he leaves. However, that 
love was not there Thursday with the big announcement.

Vince Opper, longtime area resident now living in Pevely, Mo., 
responded by saying, “I always find it interesting when God calls 
athletes to situations that offer the most money. Albert is no Kurt 
Warner.”

Assuming Albert will wear number five on his jersey in Anaheim, 
Linda Kraut of Roxana said, “I feel like I never knew him at all. If I had 
a jersey I would burn it.”

Beth Kladar, originally from the metro-east and now lives in Houston 
where she remains a life-long Cardinal fan, had this to say about the 
deal, “Greed has reared its ugly head. Opportunistic agent. Albert fell 
victim to the ugliness of professional sports. I expected more.”

Sports fans always remember when a favorite player leaves their 
team. Just ask any Cardinal fan from the ‘70s what they thought about 
losing Cy Young pitcher Steve Carlton to Philadelphia. Years may have 
passed, but the pain is still there.

Only time will tell if Pujols made the right decision. He may have 
made the right decision for his family, however Cardinal Nation was a 
part of that family, or so they thought.
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Harris turned Justin Dale’s personal computer over to Edwardsville 
Police Det. Mike Lybarger, who ran forensic tests  that found that 
Dale had visited a site called “Kids Get High From Choking Game but 
Victims Risk Injury and Death.”

Rogers said there was evidence that the death could have been from 
the game or possibly suicide.

The body was found face down at a 45 angle to the floor, Rogers said. 
Rogers told jurors that in his research he ran across an article by David 
Lohr, a contributing writer for AOL News. Lohr ’s source for the story 
was Kate Leonardi. Leonardi, the founder and director of Dangerous 
Behaviors Foundation, lost her 11-year-old son to a choking game. 
“Both males and females participate, although they typically use differ-
ent methods,” Leonardi told Lohr. “Girls usually do it at parties, using 
chest compressions, whereas boys generally use their hands to choke 
one another.”

Madison County Coroner Steve Nonn told the jurors about a 2008 
study by the Centers For Disease Control. It identified 82 probable 
choking-game deaths among youths aged 6 to 19 from 1997 and 2007. 
Eighty-six percent were males, and the mean age was 13 years, accord-
ing to the study.

The study urged parents to recognize any of the following warning 
signs: bloodshot eyes; marks on the neck; frequent, severe headache; 
disorientation after spending time alone; ropes, scarves, belts tied to 
bedroom furniture or doorknobs or found knotted on the floor.

PUJOLS

DEATH
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Acts of kindness
Ms. Dyer’s class at Hamel Elementary School has been working on filling other people’s buckets with kindness.  This is part of 
the school's anti-bullying campaign used to create a school community.
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Friday, Dec. 9
Evening with an Artist: Deanne Ferguson, 

Lost Arts & Antiques, Edwardsville, 6 to 9 
p.m.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: The 
Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, 8 p.m.

David Noonan and Emily Wardill: Sick 
Serena and Dregs and Wreck and Wreck, 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Contemporary Art Museum, St. 
Louis. Exhibits run through Dec. 30

Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday through 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m., St. Louis Art Museum, Forest Park, St. 
Louis. Runs through Jan. 22.

Fantasy, 8 p.m., Fast Eddie’s Bon Air, Alton
El Monstero - Ver. 13.1, The Pageant, St. 

Louis, Doors 7 p.m.; Show 8 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 10
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: The 

Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, 5 p.m.
David Noonan and Emily Wardill: Sick 

Serena and Dregs and Wreck and Wreck, 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Open late 
until 8 p.m. Thursday, Contemporary Art 
Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits run through 
Dec. 30

Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday through 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 

9 p.m., St. Louis Art Museum, Forest Park, 
St. Louis. Runs through Jan. 22.

Hoosier Daddy’s, 3 p.m./ Fantasy, 8 
p.m., Fast Eddie’s Bon Air, Alton

El Monstero - Ver. 13.1, The Pageant, St. 
Louis, Doors 7 p.m.; Show 8 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 11
Winter Craft Show, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Pere 

Marquette Lodge & Conference Center, Grafton
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: The Repertory 

Theatre of St. Louis, 2 p.m./ 7 p.m.
Hoosier Daddy’s, 2 p.m./ Sable, 7 p.m., Fast 

Eddie’s Bon Air, Alton
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols, 4 p.m., St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church, Alton

Arts&Music


