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He experienced pain and suf-
fering and is reasonably certain to 
experience pain and suffering in 
the future, according to the suit. 

His injuries required medical 
attention for care and treatment in 
the past and will in the future.

The suit claims that the school 
district was negligent for alleg-
edly:

failing to properly protect it 
based on Building Officials Code 
Administrators International Code 
(BOCA) and the Madison County 
Municipal Code.

around the entrance to the base-
ment.

-
gerous conditions.

-
dents while in the classroom.

Wallen is seeking in excess of 
$50,000 on two counts.  
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Brendle was so touched by her 
words that he contacted his friends 
at St. John's United Methodist 
Church about starting a tornado 
relief collection to help the victims. 
“I knew it needed to be a team 
effort,” he said.

The Edwardsville native is retired 
from 37 years of service at Shell 
as design draftsman in the project 
engineering department. He has 
been involved with church off and 
on for more than 50 years, and he 
knew immediately that its members 
would help him. He said the pas-
tor, Rev. Sheryl Palmer, and Karen 
Reed, director of adult ministries, 
quickly agreed to have the church 
be a part of his mission.

Now the congregation is asking 
the public to drop off donations, 
especially these:

mops and anything used to clean 
a house).

canned vegetables and meat).

men’s and women’s sizes).

Donations may be dropped off 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and 9:30 a.m. 

church, at 7372 Marine Road in 
Edwardsville. 

Brendle said he hopes to get the 
goods collected as soon as possible  
so they can be boxed up, loaded in a 
trailer and delivered to distribution 
sites in Tuscaloosa and Smithville 
on May 25 and 26.

He and several volunteers from 
the church will deliver the goods 
themselves. “We would like to fill 
the utility truck full,” he said. “It is 
important to do this.”

Brendle, who has joined in or led 
numerous mission trips over the 
years, said he knows the impor-
tance of helping others, especially 
when they are in need like this.

The church is also accepting cash 
donations. Brendle said the money 
will be used to purchase additional 
supplies or be used for other needs 
of the victims in these two com-
munities. He said volunteers are 
welcome to help pack the trailer.

According to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, 
the Tuscaloosa-Birmingham tor-
nado on April 27 had a maximum 
width of 1.5 miles, a track 80 miles 
long and caused 65 reported deaths. 
It is now the fifth deadliest day of 
tornadoes on record.

To learn more about the recovery 
effort in Tuscaloosa, go to www.recov-
ertuscaloosa.com or to donate to the 
Red Cross, go to www.redcross.org. 
For more information about St. John’s, 
its collection or how to help, call 656-
1853.
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“She was rehearsed, ladies and 
gentlemen. She was coached,” 
Davis said.

Davis concluded by saying, 
“This is a case about misunder-
standing and a rush to judgment.”

The defendant did not testify 
in the three-day trial. Early in the 
afternoon, after jurors had rendered 
the verdict and left Associate Judge 
Kyle Napp’s courtroom, Hoell said 
he felt that the key to winning the 
conviction was the victim’s testi-
mony.

“She was a very credible and 
believable victim, and jurors saw 
that,” he said.
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The Boeshchenstein-Levi House 
met three qualifications:

significantly contributed to the com-
munity, county, state or country.

master builder, designer or architect 
whose individual work influenced 
the development of the community.

characteristics of an architectural 
style valuable for the study of a 
period, method of construction or 
use of indigenous materials.

The house was built as a residence 
for Edwardsville resident Charles 
Boeschenstein by Anton and Joseh 
Hladd in 1904, and it features both 
Colonial Revival and Prairie Style 
architectural elements. 

Boeschenstein, a Highland native, 
was owner and publisher of the 
Intelligencer from 1883 to 1916 and 
mayor of Edwardsville from 1887 
to 1889. In addition, he was the one 
who wrote to Andrew Carnegie in 
1903 inquiring about funds to con-
struct a public library. Carnegie later 
pledged $12,500 for construction of 
the library that still serves the city.

His son Harold, born in 
Edwardsville, studied journalism at 
the University of Illinois, worked 
for the Chicago Tribune, and rose 
to the rank of vice president at 
Owens-Illinois Glass Co., and presi-
dent and director of Owens-Corning 

Harold Boeschenstein worked 

Roosevelt as Owens-Corning devel-
oped technology used for insulation 

and fireproofing ships and aircrafts. 
He was an advisor for five U.S. 
presidents from Roosevelt to Lyndon 

named him one of the country’s 50 
foremost business leaders, and he 
was inducted into the U.S. Business 

The builders, Anton and Joseh 
Hladds, are significant as they also 
constructed the Czech National Hall 
at 209 East Vandalia and are believed 
to have helped plaster the St. Louis 

The house at 118 South Main, also 
known as the Bardelmeier House, 
met one landmark criterion — its 
character, interest or value as part 
of the historical development, heri-
tage, or other cultural characteristics 
of the community, county, state or 
country.

The lot was purchased by German 
immigrant and Civil War veteran and 

prisoner of war William Bardelmeier 
in 1881. Historic Preservation 
Commission member Casey Weeks 
said it is likely the home was con-
structed of bricks from Edwardsville, 
as Bardelmeier owned his own brick-
yard not far from the courthouse.

Its significant architectural fea-
tures include segmented, arched 
windows; a ridged-hipped roof; a 
dirt-floor basement and no hallways 
in the interior.

One of the jobs of the Historic 
Preservation Commission is to rec-
ommend to the City Council areas, 
places, buildings, structures or other 
objects inside the city having sig-
nificant historical, architectural or 
aesthetic value to be designated as 
landmarks, if they qualify. 

The addition of these two homes 
brings the city’s list of local land-

to www.cityofedwardsville.com.
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The public hearing will precede 
the regularly scheduled Zoning 
Commission meeting, which takes 
place in Village Hall.

The zoning classification for that 
property is now business. It would 
have to be changed to multi-family 
residential for the project to pro-
ceed.

Gulledge issued a reminder that 
this weekend, a special large-item 
trash collection will be conducted 
at the Schiber Court Public Works 

contracted trash collector, collected 
large-item trash March 28 through 
April 1, but many residents missed 
it. 

A large dumpster will be avail-
able for Maryville residents to use 

Monday. No hazardous materials, 
paint or tires may be disposed of.

In other business:

a letter from the Riverview (Mo.) 

Department who offered assistance 
in the wake of the April 22 tor-
nado.

village’s new, enhanced website 
was launched on Wednesday after-
noon.

Meanwhile, the board approved:

Hancock, an employee of the public 
works department.

property totaling 3.3 acres on Wille 
Drive.

Engineering for 2011 GIS mapping 
updates at $11,500.

Services for the Burdick Branch 
Creek water main location project 
at $20,514.

Board members Todd Bell, Linda 
Garcia and Craig Short were absent 
from Wednesday’s meeting.

Archaeology not much like Indiana Jones
-

ologists is the one depicted in the “Indiana 
Jones” movies. That is, adventurers involved 
in exciting excavations, quick findings and 
even questionable practices such as grave 
robbing.

As usual, Hollywood has it all wrong.
Just ask Greg Vogel, one of the most 

active archaeologists in this region. Born 
in Grinnell, Iowa, Vogel obtained his bach-
elor’s degree from the University of Iowa 
and his master’s and doctoral degrees from 

He is currently an assistant professor of 
anthropology at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.

“I became an archaeologist by accident,” 
Vogel said. “It all happened when I took a 
summer field course on archaeology at the 
University of Iowa and discovered how 
fascinating that field is and that really inter-
ested me.”

He soon discovered that archaeology is 
actually a science that requires a lot of hard, 
painstaking work. “Excavations have to be 
very careful because context is very impor-
tant,” he said. “You need to take many pic-
tures and do a lot of measurements. That is 
why it is tedious but very exciting. Then you 
will spend about a week in the lab for every 
day you have been in the field in order to 
analyze your data.”

Vogel not only uses standard archeologi-
cal research methods but also more modern 
technologies.

“We can use new technologies such as 
satellite images and aerial photographs to 
analyze the sites we study,” Vogel said. 
“We look at old aerial photographs of areas 
before they were plowed to see how those 
sites might have been disturbed in recent 
times.” 

Some of the sites he has been working 
on include historic cemeteries. “Historic 
cemeteries are very important,” Vogel said. 
“There are many genealogical communities 
interested in that kind of information. That 
is particularly true for small cemeteries for 
which there is little information and we col-
lect information from there to come up with 
a better understanding of the people who 
lived in that region.”

His work on historic cemeteries has been 
considered so important that it has been 
supported by The History Channel under 

that research he has involved high school 
students to take pictures of the gravestones 
and research the background of the people 
buried there using local records.

Recently Vogel has concentrated on envi-
ronmental archaeology. “If we really want 
to understand who we are today we need to 
understand what our past was like,” Vogel 
explained. “Archaeology is in the service 

of the present and the future; how humans 
adapted to new circumstances.”

He cites the study of flood history as an 
example of how information on flooding 
events reaching back several hundreds or 
even thousands of years may help us predict 
what we may face in the immediate future.

Sometimes you do not need to go that far 
back to better understand human behavior. 
He said that there are archaeologists work-
ing on landfills just to understand consump-
tion and disposal patterns in the last few 

decades. Some experts jokingly refer to those 
studies are “garbology,” a term that does 
not surprise Vogel. “Most stuff archaeolo-
gists study are things left behind by people, 
usually disposed of for whatever reason,” 
he said.

Archaeology has benefited from the work 
of volunteers. He says that in this region 
there are many opportunities for people to 
participate in archaeological work. He cites 
Cahokia Mounds as a prime example, as 
well as the summer field school at SIUE.

Vogel said he sees an increasing interest 
in archaeology among students, propelled 
in part by the demand for archaeologists 
created by strict federal and state regula-
tions that demand a careful handling of any 
archaeological remains.

He also thinks that the introduction of 
new fields such as “virtual archaeology,” 
a process that allows scientists to use com-
puters to reconstruct images of the past, as 
further sparking an interest in archaeology 
among younger people.

“Reconstruction is becoming more com-
mon,” Vogel said. “Even Google Earth allows 
you to see the difference between modern 
and ancient Rome.” Vogel has used 3-D  laser 
scanners to reconstruct ancient rock art in his 
own studies.

He said he feels that archaeologists do 
work that requires a lot of responsibility.

“As we have natural resources that are 
renewable, such as forests, and non-renew-
able ones, such as fossil fuels, we see archae-
ological remains as non-renewable.

"Once they are destroyed they are gone 
forever,” Vogel added. “That is why cultural 
resource management is becoming a big field 
for which there is more and more demand of 
experts.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Greg Vogel bails water from an excavation site after a heavy rain.
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The restored Boeschenstein-Levi House is on North Kansas Street.
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The Bardelmeier House is on South Main Street.
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State jobless rate drops
CHAMPAIGN (AP) — Illinois’ 

unemployment rate fell to 8.7 per-
cent in April, improving for the 15th 
consecutive month on the strength 
of new jobs in manufacturing and 
trade, transport and utilities, state 
labor officials said Thursday.

The Illinois Department of 
Employment Security called 
the new figures encouraging but 
warned that they aren’t a defini-
tive sign that Illinois’ economy has 
finally turned a corner.

though, said increases in manufac-
turing job were a reflection of a rela-
tively healthy Midwestern recovery 
from the recent recessions.

The April rate was down one-
tenth of a percentage point from 
March and is the lowest state job-

it was 8.6 percent. The national 

unemployment rate for April rose 
.2 percent to 9 percent

“Long-term trends show our econ-
omy continues to steadily improve,” 
Department of Employment 
Security acting Director Theresa P. 
Larkin said.

“But no recovery is marked by 
a straight upward line. Even with 
a growing recovery, slight up-and-
down movement in the unemploy-
ment rate and job creation is to be 
expected.”

Illinois added 9,900 jobs in 
April but there still were 575,300 
Illinoisans without jobs.

Illinois’ trade, transportation and 
utilities companies — the largest 
employer in the state at 1.14 mil-
lion jobs — added 4,700 jobs in the 
month, more than any other sector. 
Manufacturers added 4,200 jobs and 
construction added 1,700 jobs.

Blagojevich prosecution finishes
CHICAGO (AP) — Prosecutors 

rested their case Thursday at the 
corruption retrial of impeached 
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich, whose 
attorneys quickly said that —unlike 
last time — they would put on a 
defense. 

Defense attorney Sheldon Sorosky 
said the defense witnesses will be “of 
some prominence,” though he didn’t 
name them. Calling witnesses would 
subject them to cross-examination.

At the last trial, Blagojevich’s 
attorneys rested without calling any 
witnesses.

Government attorneys wrapped 
up after presenting evidence for 

three weeks and calling their last few 
witnesses earlier in the day. 

Their last exhibit was a video of 
Blagojevich — hand raised, hand 
on a Bible — taking his oath of 
office, vowing “that I will faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office of 
governor to the best of my ability.” 

Blagojevich, 54, denies any wrong-
doing. He faces 20 counts this time, 
including that he tried to sell or trade 
President Barack Obama’s old U.S. 
Senate seat for campaign cash or a 
high-profile job. 

Earlier Thursday, the prosecution’s 
last new witness was a former depu-
ty governor under Blagojevich, who 

told jurors his boss had planned to 
hold up a $2 million grant to a school 
in then-U.S. Rep. Rahm Emanuel’s 
district until Emanuel’s Hollywood-
agent brother held a fundraiser for 
the governor. 

Bradley Tusk was a formidable 
final witness in part because he 
was one of the few close aides to 
Blagojevich who expressed deep 
misgivings about the alleged shake-
down at the time.

Tusk was aghast, he said, when 
Blagojevich called him in 2006 to tell 
Emanuel that the school wouldn’t 
get the grant money until his brother 
raised campaign cash.

Ruling made
on rate caps

Illinois Supreme Court weighed 
in Thursday on what to do when 
a school district straddles the line 
between counties that have prop-
erty tax caps and counties that 
don’t.

The court said the answer 
depends on where the majority of 
the school district lies. If most of 
the district is in a county that limits 
property taxes, then it has to abide 
by that cap.

Auburn Community Unit School 
District 10, in Sangamon County, 
absorbed a district in neighbor-
ing Montgomery County in 2007. 
Sangamon County limits the size 
of property tax increases, but 
Montgomery County doesn’t.

That year, the school district 
planned to issue bonds for school 
improvements that would have 
increased the tax levy beyond the 
5 percent annual limit. The district 
argued that since some of its resi-
dents now lived in Montgomery 
County — which does not have a 
property tax increase limit — the 
tax cap  should be negated.

Reversing lower court rul-
ings, the Supreme Court said that 
because 99.7 percent of the Auburn 
school district is in tax-cap territo-
ry, the caps still apply. An appellate 
court had previously ruled the tax 
cap applied only to the Sangamon 
County portion.


