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The famous German writer Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe said about 200 years ago that a person should 
read a little poetry every day in order to sense the beauty 
around us. Today’s poets see their craft as much more 
than that. They see it as a way to say important things in 
few words, in ways that cannot be expressed in normal 
prose.

One of those poets is Adrian Matejka, an assistant 
professor in the department of English Language and 
Literature at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

“We need poets to think about things we do not want 
to look at,” said Matejka. “Poets should be the great 
interrogators of our culture.”

Sometimes being an interrogator can get a poet’s work 
banned. Perhaps one of the most famous cases is that 
of Walt Whitman’s “Leaves of Grass,” which in 1881 
was deemed obscene in Boston for its use of “explicit” 
language, but which today, of course, is considered an 
American classic.

“Poets can say things that you cannot say in prose and 
say them more efficiently,” said Matejka. That does not 
mean that writing poetry is an easy job. It can take many 
hours, days, or even weeks to write a short poem. And 
the approach to writing poetry is quite different from 
one author to another. Some sit for hours scrabbling 

words until they make sense. Others just sit and write 
almost without hesitation what they want to say but 
usually after thinking long and hard about the message 
they want to convey.

Matejka’s wife, Stacey Lynn Brown – also a poet and 
an assistant professor in the department of English 
Language and Literature at SIUE- takes that approach. 
“She walks around with a poem in her mind for months, 
thinking about it and when she writes it down it is 
almost finished,” said Matejka.

The way Matejka got into poetry was rather unusual. 
He never thought of becoming a poet until after when 
he went to college. In fact when he entered Indiana 
University he planned to study psychology and in one 
of the classes there was a girl he wanted to impress. She 
told him she liked poetry, so he told her he wrote poetry. 
He didn’t. But after attending a poetry reading, he real-
ized that that was what he wanted to do. “It sounded like 
music,” he said.

He ended up obtaining dual bachelor’s degrees 
in English Literature and psychology from Indiana 
University and his master’s of fine arts in creative writ-
ing from Southern Illinois University Carbondale. Still 
he does not consider what he learned in psychology a 
waste of effort. “I am really interested in the way the 
mind works,” Matejka said. In fact, his has embarked on 
a project about Jack Johnson -the first African American 
world heavyweight champion- and is finding his knowl-
edge of psychology quite useful for that project.

He also said that majoring in psychology was a way to 
appease his parents who thought that a profession end-
ing with an “ology” was more likely to land him a job 
than being an English major.

Matejka has been a very productive writer in his 
short career, publishing poetry in both books writ-
ten entirely by him and in anthologies. As a result, 
he has received numerous awards. His most recent 
book, “Myxology,” has been praised by critics. In it 
he explores ideas about race, skin politics and cultural 
identity. 

Matejka has been dealing with issues of race not 
only in his writings but also in his teaching of African 
American literature. And there is an obvious context 
in which he operates that is influenced by his African 

American heritage, a context that provides him an 
interesting challenge in today’s wave of globalization 
that is impacting poetry as much as any other area 
of society. Cultural contexts that were restricted to a 
particular time and place are now becoming global. 
“Internet is allowing people to communicate more 
poetry than before with many magazines moving 
online, allowing more people to disseminate their 
poetry to the whole world,” said Matejka.

He added that in the classroom he is as enthusiastic 
about transmitting his passion for poetry as is the 
character played by Robin Williams in the film “Dead 
Poets Society.” “How good a poem is comes from 
inside the reader,” Matejka said. “I am not athletic 
enough or energetic enough to jump on tables and 
recite Whitman the way Williams did in the movie, but 
I like the idea that you teach poetry with enthusiasm. 
That is why poetry allows us to speak out. Because it 
has energy. It has enthusiasm.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His 
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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When poetry can be beautiful and subversive
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She believes that her previous 
experience on the city council com-
bined with her organizational skills 
are what make her the best choice 
for Ward 3 alderman. 

“I am organized, detail-oriented 
and willing to listen with an open 
mind before making a decision. I 
am also a team player working with 
my colleagues on the city council, 
the mayor, city administrator and 
department heads to make deci-
sions in city government that ben-
efit our citizens.”

During her time on the city 
council, Haroian feels that she has 
worked hard to accomplish many 
good things for the city, includ-
ing creating a master park plan, 
preserving the historic downtown 
district and updating and expand-
ing the city’s infrastructure to name 
just a few. 

“As a member of the city team, 
I have been fortunate to work on 
several successful projects includ-

ing improving the community’s 
transportation system, increasing 
the city’s water supply and storage 
capacity, revitalizing our downtown 
business and entertainment district, 
updating the city’s Comprehensive 
Plan in 2010 and adopting the city’s 
Parks, Trails and Open Space Master 
Plan.”

She cites her past experience on 
the city council over the years as the 
single most important factor that 
differentiates her from her oppo-
nents. 

“I have a proven record of accom-
plishments in representing Ward 3 
and working to improve our com-
munity’s quality of life. As a long 
term resident of Ward 3, I am com-
mitted to serving the residents to 
the best of my abilities.” 

Haroian believes that the most 
crucial issues facing the city of 
Edwardsville, and Ward 3 in par-
ticular, are managing the city’s 
revenues as efficiently as possible 
while maintaining necessary infra-
structure upgrades such as sidewalk 
replacement and repair. 

“As a member of the city coun-
cil, the funding of city services is 
the key issue for everyone, not just 

the residents of Ward 3. Working 
on behalf of the residents, I will 
seek funding revenue opportunities 
while holding the line on expenses. 
Aldermen for the city have been 
facing this very issue, dealing with 
limited resources while working to 
balance that with the provision of 
quality city services throughout the 
city.

“Ward specific issues include the 
repair and replacement of street sur-
faces and the addition of a sidewalk 
on the west side of Esic Drive to the 
bike trail and beyond. As pavements 
in the ward age, both streets and 
sidewalks, it is necessary that they 
are patched, repaired, or replaced 
as needed. Efforts are made to pri-
oritize similar needs throughout the 
city. The public works director and 
city engineer seek input from all 
council members on areas within 
their wards that need attention. 

“Traffic and speed of vehicles 
traveling on Esic Drive, Governors’ 
Parkway and Center Grove Road 
are issues that require regular moni-
toring by the Edwardsville police 
department for traffic control and 
speed enforcement.”

She feels she has addressed those 

issues by her continuing work with 
the city’s public works department 
to ensure proper road and sidewalk 
repair gets done within an accept-
able budget, as well as working 
with other agencies on the county 
and state levels. 

“I have worked with the public 
works director and the city street 
superintendent to report areas that 
require repairs and/or replacement 
of street sections, sidewalks and the 
need for new sidewalks. In regards 
to traffic, road improvements in the 
city such as Plum Street, Governors’ 
Parkway and the widening of 
Highways 157 and 159 have helped 
move some traffic off streets like 
Esic Drive and Center Grove Road 
– streets not originally designed 
to handle the volume they had 
acquired. The city council sought 
the support of the state (Illinois 
Department of Transportation) and 
Madison County to make these 
improvements in Edwardsville. The 
council was pleased to see the road 
work completed as planned, which 
opened the door for other oppor-
tunities for retail and commercial 
development that would benefit the 
city financially.” 
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It made enough of an impression 
that the 71-year-old Kriege decided 
it was time to close the store’s doors.

“It’s not easy having to give it 
up after this many years,” he said 
during an interview recently inside 
the store. “It’s the family business. I 
think the Lord was saying ‘Time to 
quit,’ . . . and I’m listening.”

On Sunday, a Business Liquidation 
Auction will be held at 9 a.m. 
Considering the Kriege legacy, and 
the dozens of unique tools, store 
fixtures and hardware, a big crowd 
is virtually assured, says Gary 
Niemeier, an auctioneer with Ahrens 
& Niemeier.

For starters, there’s an old broom 
display holder. And a Case knife 
display cabinet. And old advertise-
ments and vintage catalogues. “They 
used to sell a lot of seed, and grass 
seed,” Niemeier noted. 

During the interview, Kriege and 
Niemeier stood near the store’s old 
cash register. Much of the store’s 
inventory – from Delta water faucet 
handles to toilet flappers – is still 
in packages on the shelves. Across 
the way was a bulky scale used 
for weighing nails. When David 
Kriege’s father, Earl Kriege, moved 
over from the original store on North 
Main Street, he brought the scales 
with him. 

To make way for the present build-
ing, Earl Kriege had the old building 
razed, around 1948. David Kriege 
began working there, around 1957, 
about the time father began  showing 
signs of Parkinson’s Disease. 

David Kriege was on the tennis 
team at Edwardsville High School, 
and he worked at the store after 
school and on Saturdays. 

Around 1970, at the age of 54, 
Earl Kriege died and David and his 
mother, Lucille, ran the store until 
her death in 2003. “She was still 
driving at 85 years old,” Kriege says. 
“She was the bookkeeper. Her mind 
was fine, but her back got bad. Until 
then, she was always on the floor, 
waiting on customers.”

In those days, there were as many 
as six clerks. Then Home Depot came 
to Edwardsville, and Glen Carbon 
got Lowe’s, and it wasn’t long before 
Kriege customers were drifting 
south. 

“I had a lot of stuff that other guys 
didn’t have, but even if I had the 
same price or better, they’d still buy 
it out there,” Kriege said. “I guess it 

was a big thrill saying you bought it 
at the discount store.”

By early 2009, Kriege was running 
the store by himself. In one sense, 
that wasn’t so bad, since business 
was slowing down. Not only were 
residents fleeing to the box stores, 
many of the farmers that Kriege had 
counted on for business had died.

“A lot of people didn’t even know 
we were here,” he says. “New people 
to town came by and said, ‘Well, I 
saw the sign but I didn’t know what 
it was.’” 

Just before Labor Day, Kriege col-
lapsed at home as he was getting 
ready for bed. In the past, he’d been 
scared by bouts of rapid heart beat 
during which he says he “could feel 
it thumping like crazy.” This time, 
it seemed to come out of nowhere. 
When he arrived at the emergency 
room, a nurse gave him a shot to 
get his blood pressure back up. But 
it was a doctor’s quick actions that 
probably saved him.

“All of a sudden, he said ‘Give him 
the rest of it,’” recalls Marge May, 
a long-time friend who was in the 
emergency room at the time. 

Kriege was initially hospitalized 
for a week. Later, a seizure landed 
him back in intensive care. He was 
unable to walk without a walker, 
and his hands swelled to twice their 
normal size. In all, Kriege was hos-
pitalized for about five weeks. “That 
rehab bunch was super,” he said. 

Kriege was still in the hospital 
when he signed the contract on the 
store property. The sale hasn’t closed 
yet, and Kriege says he still hasn’t 
been told who the new owner is. 
Some kind of restaurant, he says.

Kriege was asked whether he 
would attend Sunday’s auction. “I 
guess,” he says. “I really don’t want 
to be.”

Now that he’s retired, Kriege 
wants to spend more time with his 
hobby, photography. Maybe travel 
out west. He’s also going to spend 
more time helping out at Immanuel 
United Methodist Church, where 
he’s head photographer.

Not long ago, Kriege walked over 
to Imber’s Men’s Wear, on North 
Main Street. Owner Jerry Legow, 
a Battle of the Bulge survivor and 
the head of security at Nuremberg 
Palace, has been a fixture there since 
his return from the war. Kriege 
recalls that during the visit he and 
Alan Legow, the store’s president 
and Jerry Legow’s son, began chat-
ting about how Kriege Hardware 
and Imber’s Men’s Wear were the 
last of Edwardsville’s Old Guard.

“I took him some fluorescent bulbs, 
and told him ‘Another month or so 
and they’ll quit making them.”
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The state Young Authors Conference is an 
event co-sponsored by the Illinois Language 
and Literacy Council and the Illinois Reading 
Council in conjunction with the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE). It is a celebration of 
the exceptional writing of children in kindergar-
ten through eighth grades across Illinois, and it 
provides these young writers with an opportu-
nity to meet published authors and to hear how 
the authors themselves create the characters and 
stories for their books. Students will also share 
their stories at the state event and participate in 
an awards ceremony where each will receive a 
certificate for participating in the Young Authors’ 
Conference.

Students selected to be state representatives 
include: Ella Young, “Mermaids Lost at Sea” first 
grade - Midway Elementary; Quinn Hoerman, 
“Quinn’s Magic Jungle” kindergarten - Nelson 
Elementary; Nicholas McClintock, “Smiley” 
first grade - Goshen Elementary; Madison 
Trimm, “The Birthday Princess” kindergarten 
- Hamel Elementary; Canon Adams, “Trapped!” 
second grade - Leclaire Elementary; Olivia 
Melosci, “The New Dog” second grade - Glen 
Carbon Elementary; Abigail Downes, “Peekie’s 
Hideaway” third grade - Cassens Elementary; 
Patrick Driscoll, “Pandemonium Paintings” 
fourth grade - Woodland Elementary; Jared 
Engeman, “A Fox Tale” fifth grade – Worden 
Elementary; Honor Dimick “Winter” fifth grade

– Columbus Elementary; Amelia Pytlinski, 
“You Can Only Live Once” eighth grade – Liberty 
Middle School; and Lamont “CJ” Carpenter, 
“Copper Chase” seventh grade – Lincoln Middle 
School. Monica Chavan, “The Girl and the Brain” 

eighth grade Liberty Middle School was selected 
at the State Alternate.

County representatives are: Drew Law 
- Midway; Grace McGinness and Frederick 
Watson – Nelson; Nicholas Funkhouser, Layne 
Cupp and Emma Herman – Goshen; Evan Roe 
– Hamel; Faith Peterson and Grace Hackett 
– Leclaire; Claire Johnes, Susana Meyer, Thalia 
Souza and Lillian Owen – Glen Carbon; Joshua 
Klein, Tristan Blair, Madelyn Miller and Wyatt 
Hennig – Cassens; Charlie Belobrajdic, Keaton 
Smith, Morgan Rockwell and Matthew Swanson 
– Woodland; Annie Fawbush – Worden; Gaylen 
Dimick, Evan Dunning and Rebecca Keasey –

Columbus; Erin Morrisey, Caitlyn Scheibal, 
Monica Chavan, Aaron Johnson, Rebecca 
Laurent Amy Best, Taylor Tarter and Frederick 
Schoenthal – Liberty; and Katherine Lynn, Bryan 
Dammerich, Alexa Tepen, Madalyn Farrar, 
Hannah Wente, Madelyn Foster and Hadleigh 
Perigo – Lincoln.
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District 7's top Young Authors. At top are students in kindergarten through fifth grade. Above are sixth through eighth graders.
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The Madison County Sheriff’s 
Office is currently investigating a 
series of daytime residential burglar-
ies that have occurred in the last 
month. The Sheriff’s Office is inves-
tigating daytime residential burglary 
reports from the following areas:

•฀ March฀ 11,฀ 2011-10000฀ block฀ of฀
Lower Marine Road, Marine.

•฀ March฀ 16,฀ 2011-11000฀ block฀ of฀
Fruit Road, Alhambra.

•฀ March฀ 22,฀ 2011-12800฀ block฀
of Illinois State Route 140, New 
Douglas.

•฀ March฀ 22,฀ 2011-7800฀ block฀ of฀
Maple Grove Road, Troy.

•฀ March฀ 22,฀ 2011-6900฀ block฀ of฀
Worden Road, Worden.

•฀ March฀ 22,฀ 2011-400฀ block฀ of฀
Pocahontas Road, Highland.

•฀ March฀ 30,฀ 2011-10200฀ block฀ of฀
Gilomen Road, Marine.

•฀ March฀ 30,฀ 2011-10200฀ block฀ of฀
Brandt Road, Worden.

Different leads are being followed in 
the burglary reported from Troy and 
the burglary reported from Highland, 
Illinois. Detectives with the Sheriff’s 
are currently investigating leads in 
regards to the other burglaries.

In each of the burglaries items are 
being taken that a person can quickly 
grab and exit the residence without 

remaining on premises for very long. 
Items of jewelry and electronics are the 
property of interest to the suspect(s). 
In one of the cases prescription medi-
cation was stolen, and a television set 
was taken in another burglary.

Detectives also want to talk with 
anyone who may have had someone 
come to their door or house under 
the pretense they were looking for 
directions, or looking for someone 
who may live in the area, etc. This is 
a tactic commonly used by a burglary 
suspect to determine if anyone is at 
home.

Detectives want to talk with anyone 
who may suspect someone known to 
them that may have jewelry or elec-
tronic items that they normally have 
not had, or could afford. The poten-
tial suspect could also be trading the 
items for drugs or money.

If anyone has information, please 
contact your local law enforcement or 
contact the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Office at the following phone num-
bers: Anonymous Tip-Line: (618) 296-
3000; 24 hour dispatch: (618) 692-4433; 
Investigation: (618) 692-0871

Sheriff's department 
probing burglaries

Madison County


