2002

NSS Convention
June 24-28
amden Maine

EDITOR

TERRT WiILSON 2001

STEVEN J. STOKOWSKI, JR.

Individual authors retain their copyrights as indicated in the text. By a resolution of the Board of Governors of
the NS5, neither this guidebook nor any major portions of it will ever be reprinted, nor are any of these
guidebooks to be sold, given, or distributed except through the N5S Bookstore.

Copyright 2002. All rights reserved. No part of this Work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy-ing, recording, or any datastorage or retrieval system
without the express written Permission of the National Speleological Society, Inc.

All drawings and maps are used with the Permission of the Artists. Unauthorized use 18 strictly prohibited.

NATIONAL
SPELEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY, INC.

DECICATED TO THE EXFLORATION, STUDY AND CONSERVATION OF CAVES




Between the First Blind Cave Fish and
the Last of the Mohicans: The Scientific
Romanticism of James E. DeKay

Aldemaro Romero
Environmental Studies Program
Macalester College
1600 Grand Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55105-1899
romero@macalester. edy

James DeKay (b. Lisbon, Portugal, 12 October 1792; d.
Opyster Bay, Long Island, New York, 21 November 1851)
was the first to describe a species of blind cave fish for
science. He was an unlikely hero in the history of
biospeleology because:
*  He was a physician by training, not a natural historian.
® He was closer to the romantic literary writers of his
time than to any group of scientists. 3
*  There is no evidence that he ever visited any cave,
The cave fish he described was collected by someone

else in Kentucky, far away from New York State, his
area of research,

Yet his name is indelibly tied to the beginning of
biospeleology in the United States. To understand why and
how he described the Mammoth Cave blind cave fish, we
need to look not only at his scientific career, but also at the
literary environment he frequented.



