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Report on the Interdisciplinary Roundtables Initiative

AY 2009-2010

I. Background:

In the fall of 2009, the College of Arts and Sciences launched a new initiative—Interdisciplinary Roundtables—in a focused effort to broaden communication between scholars across disciplinary lines.  

The initial call informed faculty that we were “seeking proposals of ideas for discussion among faculty members of different academic units aimed at generating exchange of ideas that might produce specific proposals for interdisciplinary initiatives whether they are in the area of research, pedagogy, or outreach.”  

Seven Roundtables were formed for Fall 2009 and another seven were added in Spring 2010.  About 120 faculty joined a roundtable, and 115 participants (96%) remained active throughout the period of the roundtable.  The vast majority of these participants were from CAS, but the roundtables also drew some (non-compensated) faculty participation from outside CAS (e.g., from Curriculum and Instruction, Educational Leadership, Academic Computing, International Programs, and Computer Science).  

Each roundtable was asked to provide “a brief report describing the topics covered and the possible outcomes in terms of scholarly collaboration generated by those discussions” upon completion of their work.  This information was then compiled and is reported here in summarized form.  [Note: Roundtables enumerated continuously across semesters]
II. Fall 2009 Roundtables
This section provides the title of each roundtable, a list of its initial participants, and the results of the roundtable.  
(01)
SIUE - NATURE PRESERVES PARTNERSHIPS


Jennifer Rehg - Coordinator (Anthropology)


  Peter Minchin (Biological Sciences)

  Rick Essner (Biological Sciences)

  Kurt Schulz (Biological Sciences)

  Elizabeth Walton (Geography and Environmental Sciences)

  Chris Pearson (Philosophy)

  Connie Frey (Sociology & Criminal Justice Studies)

  Laura Perkins (Speech Communication)

What was achieved?
Participants learned how preserves are currently used, explored opportunities to improve or formalize collaborations, and came up with suggestions for improving communication in this area.

(02)
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES


Isaac Blankson - Coordinator (Speech Communication)


  Ron Schaefer (English Language & Literature)

  Denise DeGarmo (Political Science)

  Lynn Maurer (Political Science)

  Wai Cheah (Speech Communication)

  Min Liu (Speech Communication)

  Aminata Cairo (Anthropology)

  Elza Ibroscheva (Mass Communications)

  Carolina Rocha (Foreign Languages & Literature)

What was achieved?
Participants discussed the need for a program in international studies (i.e., started a dialog and agreed it was time to consider a program), and concluded that the next step is development of a proposal
(03) FORENSIC STUDIES


Julie Holt - Coordinator (Anthropology)


  Jennifer Rehg (Anthropology)

  Luci Kohn (Biological Sciences)

  Robert Dixon (Chemistry)

  Edward Navarre (Chemistry)

  Ann Dirks Linhorst (Sociology & Criminal Justice Studies)

  Kevin Johnson (CAS, Chemistry & Environmental Sciences)

What was achieved?
Participants designed an interdisciplinary BS with three tracks and sketched a plan for a forensics research center.
(04) PHYSICS & PHILOSOPHY


Robert Ware - Coordinator (Philosophy)


  Jack Glassman (Physics)

  David Kaplan (Physics)

  P.N. Swamy (Physics)

  Chris Pearson (Philosophy)

  Alison Reiheld (Philosophy)

  William Larkin (Philosophy)

What was achieved?
Participants identified a range of common interests and discussed plans to team-teach a course.
(05) DIGITAL HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES


Jessica DeSpain - Co-coordinator (English & Literature)

Kristine Hildebrandt - Co-coordinator (English & Literature)


  Greg Fields (Philosophy)

  Lenore Horner (Physics)

  Tom Lavallee (Foreign Languages & Literature)

  Jeff Manuel (Historical Studies)

  Jason Stacy (Historical Studies)

  Matthew Johnson (English & Literature)

  Howard Rambsy (English & Literature)

  Ron Schaefer (English & Literature)

  Mary Beth Sullivan (English & Literature)

  Cory Wilmott (Anthropology)

What was achieved?
Participants identified the needs and probable contributions of a digital humanities center and developed a vision for such a center
(06) THE STATE OF COLLECTIVE VIOLENCE IN THE 21ST CENTURY


Denise DeGarmo - Coordinator (Political Science)


  Anthony Cheeseboro (Historical Studies)

  David Kauzlarich (Sociology & Criminal Justice Studies)

  Larry Kreuger (Social Work)

  Nancy Lutz (Anthropology)

  David Sill (Theater & Dance) [did not participate]
What was achieved?
Participants discussed collective violence, compiled a working bibliography, identified sources of data, identified possible sources of external funding and contacted a publisher about a possible edited volume.
(07) INTEGRATED LIFE, CHEMICAL, AND PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES

Bob Dixon - Coordinator (Chemistry)

  Kevin Johnson (CAS, Chemistry & Environmental Sciences)

  ZQ Lin - (Biological Sciences and Environmental Sciences)

  Michael Crider - Pharmaceutical Sciences

  Ken Witt - Pharmaceutical Sciences

  Erik Kirk - Kinesiology and Health Education

  Dave Duvernell - (Biological Sciences)

  Jane Gillespie - (Dental Medicine)

  Chris Theodorakis - (Biological Sciences and Environmental Sciences)
What was achieved?
Participants developed a rationale for an Institute of Health Sciences and considered plans for an interdisciplinary Ph.D.
III. Spring 2010 Roundtables
The spring roundtables included some continuation from the fall roundtables, some with great success, i.e., some of the roundtables that had few tangible results other than discussion in the fall experienced greater productivity in the spring, resulting in clear initiatives (e.g., compare results of Roundtable 05 and 11, or Roundtable 01 and 13), although this was not uniformly the case (cp. Roundtable 06 and 10). 
(08) RELIGION AND POLITICS IN MODERN AMERICA



  Jeffrey Manuel - Co-Coordinator (Historical Studies)

  Matthew Schunke - Co-Coordinator (Philosophy)

     Bryan Lueck (Philosophy)

     Robert Paulett (Historical Studies)

     Lucian Stone (Philosophy)
What was achieved?
Participants read ‘A Secular Age’ by Charles Taylor and discussed ways of incorporating ideas from in into teaching.  Group determined that the book was unsuitable for direct use in classroom.  Discussion of Schunke writing an article and the possible development of an IS course related to this topic.
(09) THE IMPACT OF THE ARTS ON POLITICAL CHANGE


  Lana Hagan - Coordinator (Theater and Dance)

     Kim Bozark (Theater and Dance)

     Greg Johnston (Philosophy)

     Aisha Peay (English Language and Literature) [no longer at SIUE]
     Katherine Poole (Art and Design)

     Lex Van Blommestein (Theater and Dance)
What was achieved?
Participants’ report focused simply on good discussion and appreciation for other disciplines, and notes that the proposal for an IS course did not materialize because they were all “too busy”.
(10) COLLECTIVE VIOLENCE


  Denise DeGarmo - Coordinator (Political Science)

     Anthony Cheeseboro (Historical Studies) [did not participate]
     David Kauzlarich (Sociology and Criminal Justice Studies)

     Larry Krueger (Social Work) [did not participate]
     Nancy Lutz (Anthropology)
What was achieved?
With the active participation of only three (3) members, this group simply discussed their topic, but otherwise had no achievements.
(11) BUILDING AN APPLIED DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP CENTER AT SIUE


  Jessica DeSpain - Co-Coordinator (English Language and Literature)

  Kristine Hildebrandt - Co-Coordinator (English Language and Literature)

     Dennis Bouvier (Computer Science)

     Ralph Cordova (Curriculum and Instruction)

     Greg Fields (Philosophy)

     Matthew Johnson (English Language and Literature)

     Stephen Kerber (Lovejoy Library)

     Jeffrey Manuel (Historical Studies)

     Wayne Nelson (Educational Leadership)

     Howard Rambsy (English Language and Literature)

     Ron Schaefer (English Language and Literature)

     Matthew Schmitz (Academic Computing)

     Jason Stacy (Historical Studies)

     Cory Willmott (Anthropology)
What was achieved?
This repeat Interdisciplinary Roundtable became one of our success stories.  This roundtable had eight coordinated meeting, hosted a speaker series, met with directors of other digital research centers, explored funding opportunities (including a possible Boeing grant), developed infrastructure (IRIS Center), developed a website, established outcomes for an academic program (minor/certificate), and is now continuing its work seeking personnel (programmer), funding, project creation, etc. 
(12) MIDDLE EAST / ISLAMIC STUDIES AT SIUE


  Lucian Stone - Coordinator (Philosophy)

     Thomas Lavallee (Foreign Languages and Literature)

     Jennifer Miller (Historical Studies)

     Katherine Poole (Art and Design)

     Gloria Reading (Curriculum and Instruction)

     Matthew Schunke (Philosophy)

     Carl Springer (CAS)

     Sandra Tamari (Center for International Programs)

     Stephen Tamari (Historical Studies)

     Allison Thomason (Historical Studies)

What was achieved?
Another Interdisciplinary Roundtable success story.  In addition to the reading and discussions completed, participants identified fundraising opportunities, established external collaborators, landed a successful Meridian Society grant for film and lecture series for 2010-2011, developed a mission statement, completed an NEH grant, and have plans to host a regional conference.
(13) SIUE-NATURE PRESERVES COLLABORATIONS

  Jennifer Rehg - Coordinator (Anthropology)

     Elaine AbuSharbain (Biological Sciences)

     Rick Essner (Biological Sciences)

     Connie Frey (Sociology & Criminal Justice Studies)

     Jennifer Miller (Historical Studies)


     Peter Minchin (Biological Sciences)

     Chris Pearson (Philosophy)

     Laura Perkins (Speech Communication)

     Kurt Schulz (Biological Sciences)

     Elizabeth Walton (Geography and Environmental Sciences)
What was achieved?
This repeat roundtable accomplished much.  Participants developed a survey tool, received IRB approval, and began data collection.  They completed a website, developed a memorandum of understanding between SIUE and WNC, identified a specific area on campus, submitted a proposal to the Academic Land Use Committee, and are working with the Chancellor on approval of the site.  Their work continues this year with the completion of survey research, analysis of results, formalizing the content of the website, and seeking a broader memorandum of understanding.
(14) PRE-MODERN STUDIES


  Carl Springer- Coordinator (CAS)

     Matthew Cashen (Philosophy)

     Carole Frick (Historical Studies)

     Eileen Joy (English Language and Literature)

     John Pendergast (English Language and Literature)

     Katherine Poole (Art and Design)

     John Savoie (English Language and Literature)L

     Johanna Schmitz (Theater and Dance)

     Doug Simms (Foreign Languages and Literature)

     Katie Sjursen (Historical Studies)

     Diane Sol (Theater and Dance)

     Allison Thomason (Historical Studies)
What was achieved?
This roundtable achieved positive, tangible results.  Participants had eight formal meetings in which they developed a new IS course, organized a colloquium panel, organized a CAS “Hands-On Day” booth, participated in an NEH grant proposal, achieved a tentative agreement to host a conference, and updated the Classical Studies website.  The roundtable plans to continue its work informally.
IV. Conclusion - Looking Ahead

The Interdisciplinary Roundtable initiative has clearly succeeded in bringing scholars together from varying disciplines, and in ways that may advance the Strategic Plan of the College. Roughly 35-45% of the roundtables yielded substantial, positive results during one of the semesters in which participants were active.  
Table 1 shows, the level of departmental faculty participation in Interdisciplinary Roundtables each semester.  These numbers do not include participation from other CAS-related units or programs (e.g., CAS Advisement, CAS Office, University Museum, etc.).  

   Table 1: Departmental Participation in IRs, by Semester

	Department
	Fall 2009
	Spring 2010

	Anthropology
	6
	3

	Art & Design
	0
	3

	Biological Sciences
	7
	4

	Chemistry
	5
	0

	English Lang&Lit
	7
	9

	Foreign Lang&Lit
	2
	4

	Geography
	1
	1

	Historical Studies
	3
	11

	Mass Comm.
	1
	0

	Math & Stat.
	0
	0

	Music
	0
	0

	Philosophy
	6
	9

	Physics
	4
	0

	Political Science
	3
	1

	PAPA
	0
	0

	Social Work
	1
	0

	Soc & Crim. Just.
	3
	2

	Speech & Comm.
	4
	1

	Theater & Dance
	1
	5


As Table 1 shows, participation across the College was wide, but not at all distributed evenly; there are units which are not represented or underrepresented and could be encouraged to participate in future roundtables. 
As a budgetary issue, it should be noted that fully-funded roundtables can cost up to $1,900.  If CAS were to continue to fund fourteen roundtables per year, the annual cost could be as high as $26,600 per year.  Fortunately, this level of funding is probably not necessary for success for several reasons:  (1) not all roundtables need to have twelve members, (2) selective acceptance of roundtables based on the quality of the proposals and the past record of participants may help better target roundtables with the greatest potential, and (3) if this initiative is viewed as seeding the development of a roundtable, then it may not be necessary to continue to fund roundtables after they have been established. For example, the SIUE Nature-Preserves Roundtable was funded twice, but now is an established roundtable which is continuing their work without further seed money.  Participants in the SIUE Nature-Preserves Roundtable have asked that their continuing work be regarded as part of recognized roundtable, but have not asked for further funding.  This is an ideal result.  

It should be noted more generally that the promise for each CAS participant to receive a stipend of $150 and for each coordinator to receive $250, upon completion of involvement and the required report, is a debt that has yet to be paid, due to the current financial situation of the State of Illinois.  The ultimate continuance of this program may hinge, at least in part, in our ability to release those promised disbursements.  
Looking forward, in addition to the continuing work of some of the most successful roundtables, the Fall 2010 semester will see activity from three new Interdisciplinary Roundtables.  These were selected because of the promise each of these hold for tangible results in areas of curriculum, pedagogy, research, and/or the promotion of the College and its programs. One additional proposed roundtable has been encouraged to revise and resubmit for Spring 2011.  There is little doubt but that this highly successful initiative should continue, particularly as new proposal are linked to creating curricular innovations, promoting faculty/student collaborations, greater internationalization, grant writing, and the dissemination of research.
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