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Barnett directs the University Museum at SIUE
Museums have had a very long history 

and have played important roles from the 
time of the ancient Greeks to today. And it 
is this history of museums that is in many 
ways as exciting as the treasures that they 
hold. 

 “I teach my students that the original col-
lecting was a matter of conquest. Collections 
belonged to a royalty or very privileged few 
and it has only really been since the French 
Revolution that we have been democratiz-
ing museums, both in terms of who has 
access to them and the various things that 
they try to collect and represent,” said Eric 
Barnett, director of the University Museum 
at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 
And this democratization of museums is 
making people demand more of them. Born 
in Missoula, Mont., Barnett received his 
bachelor’s degree in art and design and 
a master’s of public administration from 
SIUE.  

“People just don’t want to see the glorious 
wonders of the world, they want to know 
about the social context, about the way 
things are made and how they are used,” 
said Barnett. “So people have been inquir-
ing deeper and deeper into the objects.” 
The Internet has increased public access to 
museum information, making them more 
relevant in this information age and allow-
ing people to “visit” their collections from 
their own homes. But Barnett said that there 
are limits to virtual museum visits. 

“I like to use the old phrase that a picture 
is worth a thousand words,”

 said Barnett. “Well, the tangible, physical 
object is worth a thousand pictures, because 
there is more to an object than a two-dimen-
sional view on a screen. People learn with 
all their senses, so being here at a univer-
sity gives us an opportunity to bring stu-
dents into our collections area and let them 
put their hands on the objects.” Museums, 
however, are adapting to new technologies, 
including 3-D approaches to their exhibits.

 “Several years ago at the Field Museum in 
Chicago, we did their paleontological exhib-
it,” said Barnett. “They incorporated an elec-
tronic newscast to ‘report’ on a major species 

die off back when the dinosaurs were in the 
Jurassic and Cretaceous periods. They had 
things like metal tubes through which you 
could blow air to see what sound was made 
inside the skull of different dinosaurs based 
on the shape of the sinus areas inside. They 
had a little place where you could pull back 
a cover and smell what a dinosaur’s breath 
would have smelled like. They engaged your 
ears and nose as well, and it was tremendous 

fun for people.”
What people see at museums is usually 

a fraction of their entire collections, most 
of which is accessible only to researchers. 
While people recognize the efforts of muse-
um workers to create the exhibits, there is 
much more work behind the scenes in terms 
of preservation and research of the objects. 
Museums must find a balance between exhi-
bition and conservation. 

“There is a tension that exists in this 
regard,” said Barnett. “In many academic 
fields, it is about ideas, and the deeper 
somebody goes in research in a field like 
philosophy, let’s say, the more it is just 
about the ideas. But in the museum we are 
always trying to connect those ideas with 
tangible physical objects. We don’t want 
people to become disassociated from the 
tangible world.” This is also true for univer-

sity museums, such as the one at SIUE. 
“We wrap ourselves within the mission 

of the institution as a whole and we have 
to be cognizant of changing demands on 
the institution as a whole,” said Barnett. 
“We don’t want to just set our own agenda, 
our own priorities for our collections. We 
have to be integrated into the university. 
Collecting artwork was part of the original 
vision. It wasn’t necessarily the idea of a 
museum per se, but during the very first 
planning meetings that they had was the 
idea that artwork would be part of every-
body’s daily experience.”

Many of the pieces that are in the univer-
sity museum collection have been donated, 
from paintings to archaeological pieces to 
historical ones such as TV sets from the 
1940s. “What we are trying to do is col-
lect anything that has a relationship to 
any of our academic programs,” Barnett 
explained.

One of the most recent donations received 
by the museum was a large collection of art-
work by the famous Cuban-American artist 
Emilio Sánchez, an initiative that Barnett 
developed in partnership with the Cuban 
and Caribbean Center at SIUE and repre-
senting the increasing interest in cultural 
exchange between both countries. “I’m fin-
ishing up re-cataloging all the puppets and 
I am getting ready to put on an exhibit of 
Emilio Sanchez’s works of art. We acquired 
490 of his works this year and they are 
going on display.” 

For more information about the univer-
sity museum at SIUE go to: http://www.
siue.edu/universitymuseum/

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
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Professor Eric Barnett (standing at the extreme left) with some of his SIUE students.
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In terms of unemployment rate and job total changes, the other MSAs 
stack up like this: Bloomington-Normal, down to 6.1 percent from 6.8 
percent, down 100 jobs; Champaign-Urbana, down to 7.2 percent from 7.8 
percent, up 200 jobs; Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, down to 6.4 percent 
from 7.4 percent, down 500 jobs; Kankakee-Bradley, down to 10 percent 
from 11.1 percent, up 400 jobs; Lake County-Kenosha, Wis., down to 7.8 
percent from 8.5 percent, up 4,100 jobs; Peoria, down to 7.7 percent from 8 
percent, down 100 jobs; Rockford, down to 10.5 percent from 11.8 percent, 
up 100 jobs; Springfield, down to 6.8 percent from 7.4 percent, up 1,300 
jobs.

At its peak in January, 2010, the state unemployment rate stood at 12.3 
percent with the national rate at 10.6 percent.
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“The jet stream was up in Canada and it stayed there. It was warm and it 
was dry,” he said.

So far, 2013 has started out on the chilly side, but temperatures next week 
are expected to reach the mid 40s through Friday.

Will the record set in 2012 last even a year?
Gosselin thinks it will.
“Not only was it the warmest year ever, but it was the warmest by a full 

degree,” he said. “To repeat that would be very hard.”
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The victim has been identified as Michael J. Heney, a 20-year-old 
University of Missouri student. Heney, whose address was listed as 
Chesterfield, Mo., had been visiting friends at 37 Southcrest Circle in 
Edwardsville.

Authorities said that Heney was standing near the back door of an 
outside area when he “suddenly fell forward and struck his head on 
a porch area.” At the time, Madison County Coroner Steve Nonn said 
it was unclear whether Heney had slipped on the ice or whether “a 
medical event” may have caused him to fall. 

Heney was reported to have had a severe gash to his head. On 
Wednesday afternoon, Nonn said that the autopsy showed that Heney 
suffered a broken nose.

The head trauma, he noted, was found to be superficial and not the 
cause of death.

Results of routine toxicology tests will not be available for four-to-
six weeks. 

Nonn said that an inquest into the death might be held later, 
depending on the results of a final autopsy. Nonn may also decide to 
administratively close the case. 

The death is being investigated by Edwardsville police. 
Funeral arrangements are being handled by Schrader Funeral 

Home, in St. Louis.
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In all three instances, Carlton allegedly stole a trailer ball and a trailer brake 
controller, with a total retail value of less than $300 from the Glen Carbon 
Wal-Mart.  

He has a prior conviction for theft in December, 2011.
Prosecutors also filed felony charges against Kevin R. Davis 23 of the 2600 

block of Hodges Drive, Granite City. 
He is charged with retail theft under $300, the second subsequent 

offense.
According to the charge he allegedly stole drill bits from Home Depot 

located at 2500 block of Troy Road.  
Davis has a prior conviction for theft in January, 2012. 
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After breaking box office records in the three 
previous engagements, "Wicked," Broadway’s 
biggest blockbuster, has once again set records 
at the Fabulous Fox Theatre. "Wicked" grossed 
$2,755,070 for the week ending December 30. 
The total was not only a new house record at the 
Fabulous Fox Theatre, but also the highest gross 
for a week of performances in North American 
touring history.

"Wicked" continues its run at the Fox Theatre 
through January 6 with performances through 
Saturday at 8:00pm; Saturday, January 5 at 
2:00pm, and Sunday, January 6 at 1:00pm and 
6:30pm. Good seats remain for most performanc-
es with best availability on Sunday, January 6 at 
6:30pm. Tickets are available at the Fox Theatre 
Box Office, online at MetroTix.com and by phone 
at 314-534-1111. Please refer to FabulousFox.com 
for current pricing.

A day-of-performance lottery for a limited 
number of orchestra seats is available prior to 
each performance.

Two hours prior to each performance, people 
who present themselves at the Fox Theatre box 

office will have their names placed in a lottery 
drum; thirty minutes later, names will be drawn 
for a limited number of orchestra seats at $25 
each, cash only. This lottery is available only in-
person at the box office, with a limit of two tick-
ets per person. Lottery participants must have a 
valid photo ID when submitting their entry form 
and, if chosen, when purchasing tickets.

“"Wicked" is the preeminent American 
Musical,” said Fox Theatre producer Kristin 
Caskey. “Whether it’s your first time seeing 
"Wicked" or your fourth, the experience is 
magical.”The cast of "Wicked" includes Christine 
Dwyer as Elphaba, Jeanna de Waal as Glinda, 
Gina Ferrall as Madame Morrible and Paul 
Kreppel as The Wizard.

The company also features Zarah Mahler 
(Nessarose), Jay Russell (Dr. Dillamond), Billy 
Harrigan Tighe (Fiyero), Michael Wartella (Boq) 
and Alyssa Fox (Standby for Elphaba) with 
Kerry Blanchard, Jane Brockman, Bridie Carroll, 
Michael Drolet, Anna Eilinsfeld, Peter C. Ermides, 
Ryan Patrick Farrell, Samantha Farrow, Natalie 
Fotopoulos, Dominic Giudici, Lauren Haughton, 
Zach Hensler, Joel Ingram, Ryan Jackson, Jillian 
Kates, Becca Kloha, Sam Lips, Sterling Masters, 
Marissa Miller, Dashi' Mitchell, Amy Quanbeck, 

Jay Reynolds Jr., Wayne Schroder and Justin 
Wirick.

With music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz 
(Godspell, Pippin, Academy Award-winner for 
Pocahontas and The Prince of Egypt) and book 
by Winnie Holzman (“My So Called Life,” “Once 
And Again” and “thirtysomething”), "Wicked", 
the untold story of the witches of Oz, is directed 
by two-time Tony® Award winner Joe Mantello 
(Take Me Out, Love! Valour! Compassion!, The 
Vagina Monologues) and features musical stag-
ing by Tony  Award winner Wayne Cilento (Aida, 
The Who’s Tommy, How To Succeed…).

Based on the best-selling 1995 novel by Gregory 
Maguire, "Wicked," winner of 35 major awards, 
including a Grammy and three Tony® Awards, 
is the untold story of the witches of Oz. It is 
produced by Marc Platt, Universal Pictures, The 
Araca Group, Jon B. Platt and David Stone.

Long before Dorothy drops in, two other girls 
meet in the Land of Oz. One – born with emerald-
green skin – is smart, fiery and misunderstood.

The other is beautiful, ambitious and very 
popular. "Wicked" tells the story of their remark-
able odyssey, and how these two unlikely friends 
grow to become the Wicked Witch of the West 
and Glinda the Good.

"Wicked" sets records at The Fox
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Wicked, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
The Repertory Theatre presents Good People, 

Loretto-Hilton Center Mainstage, St. Louis, 8:00 
p.m.

Opening Reception: Pre-Columbian Mayan 
Artifacts, Edwardsville Arts Center, Edwardsville, 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Generating the Future: Edna Patterson Petty, 
COCA, St. Louis, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Runs 
through January 13, 2013.  

Arnold Newman: Luminaries of the Twentieth 
Century in Art, Politics and Culture, Sheldon 
Art Galleries, St. Louis, Noon to 5:00 p.m., Runs 
through January 19, 2013. 

Federico Barocci: Renaissance Master, St. Louis 
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
Runs through January 20, 2013. 

Drawn in Copper, Italian Prints in the Age of 
Barocci, St. Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Runs through January 13, 2013. 

Al Hirschfeld's Jazz and Broadway Scrapbook, 
The Sheldon Art Galleries, St. Louis, noon to 5:00 
p.m., Runs through Jan. 5, 2013.

Notations: Contemporary Drawing as Idea and 
Process, Kemper Art Museum, St. Louis, 11:00 
a.m.  to 8:00 p.m., Runs through January 7, 2013.

Jack Grelle and the Johnson Family Band w/
Erin Rae, Johnny Appleseed, Plush, St. Louis, 

Doors 8:00 p.m.
Gregory Porter, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 

p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
American Idle, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 

8:00 p.m.
Jake's Leg, Cicero's, University City, Doors 9:00 

p.m.
The Manchurian Incident, Hank, Avalon 

Cinema, The Few, Fubar, St. Louis, 7:00 p.m.
The Hipnecks w/The Reeling Gilly, Mercer & 

Johnson, Old Rock House, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 
p.m. 

Drop Avenue w/The Weekend Routine, The 
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 5
The Repertory Theatre presents Good People, 

Loretto-Hilton Center Mainstage, St. Louis, 5:00 
p.m.

In the Loop Dance Concert, COCA, St. Louis, 
2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

Pre-Columbian Mayan Artifacts, Edwardsville 
Arts Center, Edwardsville, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
Runs through February 8. 

The Progress of Love, Pulitzer Foundation for 
the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs 
through April 20, 2013.

Wicked, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m.

Arnold Newman: Luminaries of the Twentieth 
Century in Art, Politics and Culture, Sheldon Art 
Galleries, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Runs 
through January 19, 2013. 

The Progress of Love, Pulitzer Foundation for 
the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs 
through April 20, 2013.

Federico Barocci: Renaissance Master, St. Louis 
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Runs through January 20, 2013. 

Drawn in Copper, Italian Prints in the Age 
of Barocci, St. Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through January 
13, 2013. 

Al Hirschfeld's Jazz and Broadway Scrapbook, 
The Sheldon Art Galleries, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m.

Notations: Contemporary Drawing as Idea and 
Process, Kemper Art Museum, St. Louis, 11:00 
a.m.  to 6:00 p.m., Runs through January 7, 2013.

Schlafly's 21st Birthday Party feat. The 
Bottle Rockets

Woe, Is Me w/Texas in July, Capture the 
Crown, Skylines, Project Emira, The Firebird, St. 
Louis, Doors 6:00 p.m.

Gregory Porter, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 
p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 

Scott and Karl, 3:00 p.m. / American Idle, 8:00 
p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
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The first exhibition of 2013 in the 
William and Florence Schmidt Art 
Center gets under way Thursday, 
Jan. 17 with a 6-8 p.m. opening 
reception at the center, located on 
the Southwestern Illinois College 
Belleville Campus, 2500 Carlyle Ave. 
The exhibition continues through 
Thursday, Feb. 28. Both the recep-
tion and the exhibition are free and 
open to the public.

Featured will be “Art About Film: 
New Work,” film and quilting tech-

niques by Sun Smith-Foret with col-
laborators Erica Popp and Dawn 
Ottensmeier; “Light Abstracted,” 
still life and tablescape paintings by 
Carol Stewart; and “… go forward 
till you come to a castle,” mixed 
media collages by M.A. Papanek-
Miller.

Influenced by a variety of artistic 
mediums and practices, Smith-Foret 
joins film and quilting techniques to 
focus on the relationships between 
cinema and its universal themes. 
Characterized by a sophisticated 
play of color and painterly brush-
work, Carol Stewart’s still life and 

tablescape paintings provide the 
viewer with a feeling of light. M.A. 
Papanek-Miller’s whimsical collages 
incorporate toys, animals and other 
“cultural souvenirs” that allow the 
viewer to participate in conceptual 
and intellectual conversation.

“I'm looking forward to this exhi-
bition because I feel like the work of 
these three artists complement and 
balance each other,” said Curator 
and Facility Coordinator Nicole 
Dutton. 

"The variety of materials used 
invites viewers to look a little more 
closely at each piece. It is sure to be 

a visual and conceptual experience 
for any visitor to enjoy.”

In addition to the exhibition, a 
Poetry Slam will be held at the 
art center Thursday, Feb. 7 from 
7-8 p.m. to celebrate Black History 
Month. Assistant professor of 
English Treasure Redmond will lead 
the evening. Students will write and 
recite poems inspired by Smith-
Foret’s African-American quilt 
series on exhibit. The event is free 
and open to the public.

For more information, call 618-
222-5ART (5278) or visit swic.edu/
sac.

SWIC art center to host 2013's first exhibit
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