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Brice doesn’t blame President 
Obama for his fuel prices. 

“It would be easy to put it on the 
president,” Brice said, “but prices 
were high before he got in.”

Gasoline prices haven’t much 
affected the travel habits of Ben 
Schmickle or his wife Melanie. 
Schmickle lives less than five miles 
from his downtown office, where 
he is a lawyer in the Gori Julian law 
firm.

His wife, a lawyer who worked 
in St. Louis before becoming a stay-
at-home mom to their infant son, 
appreciates the savings from elimi-
nating her 50-mile daily commute.

When it comes to blame, Schmickle, 
who describes his political position 
as “more of a Democrat,” would 
rather find ways to curb specula-
tion on petroleum commodities than 
blame the president.

“It’s nothing more than Wall 
Street lining their pockets,” he said. 
“They’re not creating jobs.

The website oilprice.net cites stud-
ies showing speculators — who 
owned 80 percent of the oil futures 
contracts in 2011, compared to 35 
percent in 2001 — added as much 
as $1 per gallon to the retail price of 
gas last July.

Carol Vanderwaal said the main 
effect on high gas prices on her and 
her husband is, “Our social life in St. 
Louis is a little bit less.”

Where they used to go to St. Louis 
two or three times a week for dinner, 
to visit a comedy club, or to take 
their grandchildren to the zoo,  now 
it’s once or twice a week.

Vanderwaal, a registered nurse 
at Anderson Hospital, in Maryville, 
said she and her husband usually 

drive to a destination within four 
to six hours for a summer vacation, 
and plan to again this year, probably 
to Chicago.

She seems resigned to high fuel 
prices.

“I’m sure it will affect us long 
term,” she said. 

Illinois gas prices rise more than 
most other states because it is one 
of a handful that puts a sales tax 
on fuel, in addition to the 19-cent 
state excise tax. In Edwardsville, 
that contributes about 18 cents 

to a $3.99 gallon of regular at 
the pump. The federal excise tax 
accounts for another 18 cents.

In addition to the price of oil, 
supply and demand, and refinery 
capacity also figure prominently 
into the price of gas at the pump.

Looking for bargain gas? Take a 
trip to Venezuela, a major oil produc-
er whose government heavily subsi-
dizes the price of gasoline. Recently, 
Venezuelans were paying 12 cents a 
gallon to fill up.

Drivers in France are even more 

upset than their American counter-
parts. Gas in France recently hit 2 
euros per liter, or $10.40 per gallon. 
Gas was also around $10 per gallon 
in the United Kingdom. Japanese 
drivers are paying about $8.60 per 
gallon.

The international price dif-
ferences are largely the result 
of higher taxes in Europe and 
Asia and government subsidies 
in oil producing countries in 
the Mideast, Africa, and South 
America.
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Davis studies gray areas of human sexuality
An oftentimes-difficult topic of dis-

cussion is sexuality. One problem is that 
most people have misconceptions rather 
than scientific information about the 
subject. Someone who tries to illuminate 
our understanding of this complex mat-
ter is Georgiann Davis.

Born in Chicago, she received her 
bachelor ’s degree in sociology from 
Northeastern Illinois University, her 
master ’s degree in sociology from the 
University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee 
and her doctorate also in sociology from 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
Today she is an assistant professor in the 
department of sociology and criminal 
justice at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. For Davis, her interest in 
the sociology of sex, gender and sexual-
ity emerged from professional interest, 
as well as her own life story.

“My personal experience that brought 
me to this interest really was when I 
was 13 and was diagnosed with an inter-
sex condition called complete andro-
gen insensitivity syndrome,” Davis said.  
This condition occurs when the body 
cannot use androgen hormones, which 
results in a person having the external 
sex characteristics of a female while 
being genetically male.

“I didn’t talk much about it,” Davis 
said.  “Then I was sitting in a sociology 
doctoral program reading an article on 
this topic and it fascinated me because I 
had known at this point that I had this 
condition, so I contacted that professor 
who wrote that piece at a different uni-
versity.  I spoke with the professor who 
was teaching that course and decided 
to shift my research interests. So that 
is how I got onto the topic. It is very 
personal to me and now it is also profes-
sional as well.”

Davis said that she believes that a 

more scientific understanding of sexual-
ity really started in the 1970s with the 
sexual revolution. Prior to this time 
many people with this condition were 
called hermaphrodites, now considered 
a derogatory term. 

“In fact the new terminology is dis-
orders of sex development,” Davis 
explained.  “But if I can look at a spe-
cific point in time and say well what 
happened, why did things change, I do 
think there has been increased attention 
on talking about things like sexuality 
which were perhaps historically forbid-
den or not something that we should 
talk about, or want to talk about, until 
after the sexual revolution.” 

Courses on sexuality were not taught 
at universities until the Kinsey Reports 
on human sexuality – released in 1947 
and 1953 – spurred academic interest 
in the area. The work of the Kinsey 
Institute was brought to the attention of 
a new generation in the 2004 Hollywood 
film “Kinsey.”

 Lately discussions about sexual-
ity have centered on issues such as 
gay marriage and the “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policies, but Davis envisions that 
the upcoming topic of discussion will 
be on “sexing” the brain. “That is, the 
idea of trying to identify individuals as 
having either a male or female brain,” 
Davis explained, adding that this line of 
research will certainly have legal impli-
cations.

“The main legal issue that intersex 
conditions bring up is an issue of chil-
dren’s rights,” Davis said. “And that 
is consent for surgery, i.e., who is able 
to consent?  Parents often offer doctors 
consent when they don’t know much 
about the (intersex) condition.”  

Since these topics are rarely discussed 
in public, Davis said that most of her 

students get really surprised to learn 
about research in this area. After learn-
ing about the science behind this topic 

they become more understanding of this 
as a natural phenomenon. 

“I think once we start asking ‘Well 

really what is?’ ‘Who defines what?’, a 
lot of the students I have taught over 
the years will wonder on, for example, 
‘When someone is having a baby the 
first question you ask is are you hav-
ing a boy or a girl’ and then you have 
baby showers and you go and you bring 
Barbie dolls or G.I. Joes or whatever the 
popular boy toy is today.  But it is way 
more complicated than that.”  

Then, of course there are other legal 
issues such as what to check on driv-
er ’s license applications, marriage cer-
tificates, and even job applications.  
Another lesson involves the stratifica-
tion and inequalities that exist between 
men and women in society.

 “One thing that my mentor told me, 
and that others have said as well, is 
that you can’t possibly change some-
thing until you understand it,” Davis 
said. “So regardless of what it is, you 
need to know how it works.  And tak-
ing courses such as these in multiple 
disciplines and multiple studies, I think 
that it pushes us to understand these 
complexities – in this case, sexuality, 
sex, and gender.  And that can help 
us move toward, I hope eventually, to 
a kind of dismantling of some of the 
inequalities that rest underneath these 
binary ideologies.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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In a written statement, Daiber 
said that regional superintendents 
around the county are working 
with school districts to ensure that 
each district has a bullying pol-
icy in place and that the policy 
is being followed. “We encourage 
local school districts to report any 
instance of bullying so that we 
can better prevent and respond to 
future situations,” Daiber said. 

Several years ago District 7 
adopted a district-wide Bullying 
and Aggression Prevention Policy. 
It was updated recently to include 
texting and social media such as 
Facebook, according to District 7 
Assistant Superintendent Lynda 
Andre.

The one-page policy defines bul-
lying as “any severe or pervasive 
physical or verbal act or conduct, 
including communications made in 
writing or electronically, directed 
toward a student or students that 
has or can reasonably be predicted 
to have the effect of having one or 
more of the following:

-
able fear of harm to the student’s 
person or property;

-
tal effect on the student’s physical 
or mental health;

the student’s academic perfor-
mance; or

the student’s ability to participate 
in or benefit from the services, 
activities or privileges provided by 
a school.

The District 7 policy says that 
bullying can take various forms, 

including harassment, threats, 
intimidation, stalking, physical vio-
lence, sexual violence, theft, public 
humiliation, destruction of prop-
erty, or retaliation for asserting an 
act of bullying.

It also prohibits bullying on the 
basis of “actual or perceived race, 
color, national origin, ancestry, age, 
marital status, physical or mental 
disability, military status, sexual 
orientation, gender-related identity 
or expression, or unfavorable dis-
charge from military service . . . “

The policy prohibits bullying: 

education program or activity; 

property, including on school buses 
and at bus stops;

school-sanctioned events.
It also prohibits bullying through 

transmission of information from 
a school computer, computer net-
work or “other similar electronic 
school equipment.”

Andre said that for that past six 
or seven years school social work-
ers have been giving presentations 
to students in the fall with the mes-
sage that it’s safe for them to tell 
teachers and administrators about 
bullying incidents.

District 7 schools have also rein-
forced the message by posting anti-
bullying signs around the schools. 

The proposed law, Gibbons said, 
should encourage schools to go 
beyond the minimum requirements 
of the existing law and develop 
anti-bullying policies that treat the 
cause and symptoms of the prob-
lem. “As districts set higher stan-
dards and develop more effective 
methods we will see our teach-
ers and students gain the tools 
to prevent bullying and intervene 
effectively before the situation gets 
out of control and becomes a law 
enforcement issue.”

GAS MCT sees sharp rise in ridership
As gas prices bump against the $4-per-gallon thresh-

old, more people are turning to mass transit and car 
pooling. Madison County Transit offers cost-saving 
options to commuters.

 More than 1,500 commuters in Madison County 
use MCT’s express buses. The trip from downtown 
Edwardsville to stops in downtown St. Louis takes 
about 50 minutes. A monthly pass costs $60. The one-
way fare is $3.

Commuters started riding the bus in greater num-
bers when the price of gas spiked in 2008.

“People who started riding at $3 per gallon kept rid-
ing” after prices dropped, SJ Morrison, MCT’s market-
ing director said. 

“People are taking that commute time and making 
it more productive” as they use their mobile electronic 
devices to read the paper, check email, use social net-
works and do other work, Morrison said.

“What’s keeping people riding the bus is how pleas-
ant it is,” he said.

One of the main reasons people avoid taking the 
bus is the fear of being stranded if it becomes neces-
sary to leave work early, to take care of a sick child, for 
example, or late because of job demands.

Holders of a monthly pass may register for the free 
guaranteed ride home program. That provides up to 
four taxi rides worth up to $60 each to cover unfore-
seen circumstances.

RideFinders offers two alternatives to conventional 
commuting.

People may register with RideFinders to find a car 

pool.  Commuters provide their home and work infor-
mation and preferences. RideFinders responds with 
the names and contact information of people with 
similar needs, who then make their own arrangements 
for ride sharing. 

Another service is van pooling. RideFinders leases 
15-passenger vans to six or more commuters. The cost 
is $700 per month for daily round-trips of up to 120 
miles. Longer commutes cost more.

If employers register for free with RideFinders, 
commuters are covered by the guaranteed ride home 
program.

The month-to-month lease covers all vehicle opera-
tional costs except fuel.

Fifteen vans originate in Madison County and oth-
ers bring commuters from outside the county for work 
here, said Joe Wright, director of RideFinders.

Workers are taking vans from Madison County to 
jobs at Boeing, downtown St. Louis, and the Jefferson 
Barracks Veterans Administration hospital in south 
county, Wright said.

Wright saw “a sharp increase” in van pool interest 
the last two weeks in February.

“I anticipate we’ll see even more interest as prices go 
up,” Wright said. “Now’s a good time to get individu-
als out there looking for a ride.”

To contact RideFinders, call 800-VIP-RIDE, 800-847-
7433. www.ridefinders.org

A commuter cost savings calculator and other infor-
mation may be found at www.mct.org.

Oliver Wiest

Habit forming
Bev Tevebaugh, front, and 
her daughter, Katie, use 
their camera phones to take 
a photo of the St. Louis 
Cardinals World Series tro-
phy on a tour stop at the U.S. 
Cellular store in Collinsville 
last week.  The Tevebaugh's 
said they are making it a 
tradition to get photos with 
the trophy for as long as the 
Cardinals will win them. They 
also came to see the 2006 
World Series trophy. Photo by 
Marci Winters-McLaughlin.

BULLYING

Friday, March 16

The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Powell Symphony Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 

Maryville, 7:00 p.m.  

p.m. 

Saturday, March 17

Eddie's Bon Air, Alton

10:00 p.m. 

Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Concert Hall, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. 

Powell Symphony Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. 

p.m., Laurie's Place (Front Bar), Edwardsville

p.m. 
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