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Minear teaches the art of teaching singing
The writer and historian Hilaire Belloc 

once said that singing was one of the 
world’s best trades. But to do it well 
you need schooling. Filling this need at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
is Carolyn Minear, an assistant professor in 
the department of music.

Minear was born in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
received her bachelor’s degree in music 
education from Florida State University, 
where she also earned her master’s degree 
in music history and literature. She earned 
her doctorate in music education from 
Michigan State University. Since early in 
her career, her interest has been in teaching 
music teachers how to teach.

 “I believe that just as creating music 
requires a degree of artistry, teaching also 
is an artistic endeavor and when you learn 
how to communicate with students in 
ways that mean something to them, it is a 
transformative experience for the teacher 
and the student,” said Minear, adding that 
there is no age that is too early to learn 
how to sing.  “Music is a part of life, and 
singing particularly.  It is a life skill that is 
with us from birth to death.”

Walter Turnbull, the founder of the 
Harlem Children’s Choir, said that, “If a 
child experiences beauty by the age of 11 
they will search for it for the rest of their 
life.” Minear agrees. “I think that teach-
ing children to create beautiful singing 
in community is a transformative experi-
ence and it causes them to search for it.” 
Minear added that she loves to witness the 
transformation that occurs in her students, 
particularly when confronted with differ-
ent types of music, much of which might 
not be familiar.

 “They don’t know the difference,” 
Minear said about the type of music cho-
sen. “They love everything if you present it 

properly.  A Mass, for example, is so much 
fun to sing because it is so rhythmic.  And 
it is a very accessible piece for children to 
sing because it has such energy and they 
love to use all of their bodies and all of 
their energy to sing.” 

Although funding for the arts has been 
declining significantly in the last few 

years, Minear said that she sees a bright 
spot when it comes to choral music. 
“Every year we have more and more 
choirs: community choirs, school choirs, 
church choirs. People are enjoying sing-
ing now,” she said. “I recently saw it in 
some of the 9/11 retrospectives with the 
members of Congress standing on the 

steps of the Capitol singing ‘God Bless 
America.’  I think that is what we do as 
human beings.  I think that when things 
are hard, we sing. When things are good, 
we sing.  I think it is a natural part of 
our lives.” Furthermore, she said that 
she sees an increasing interest among 
families to have their kids participate in 

music of all kinds.
“What we have known intuitively for 

years, we now have proof through brain 
research that (music) changes the neural 
connectors in the brain,” Minear said. 
“We do know that students who are 
active musicians are more disciplined 
and focused because they have no choice. 
They work well in groups because music 
is a community art.” 

When asked if kids get more nervous 
than adults when they go on stage, she 
said that she sees it both ways. “Some 
students thrive on a stage and some stu-
dents are nervous on a stage,” she said.  
“And it is up to the conductor to build 
the kind of community to be accepting 
of all of their efforts, whether they are 
nervous that is ok or if they are excited 
to be on the stage that is ok. When chil-
dren are maybe 7 they are still a little bit 
oblivious.” 

As for what advice she would give a 
music student, she said that there is no 
magic formula. “Every music teacher 
is different, but one thing we share is a 
passion,” she said. “And it is a passion 
for creating beauty, a passion for human 
beings, for our fellow human beings, and 
a passion for working together and for 
growing together.” 

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

Shan Lu./SIUE

Professor Minear instructing her students.
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We had a previous partnership with Meridian Village so I am excited to 
have renewed that partnership and to be bringing programs not only to their 
residents but to any member of the community that would care to join us.  
There are no residency requirements.  Programs at Meridian are free and 
open to the public.”

Another completely free program is “The Story of a German Immigrant 
Family from the 1800s (Story told in period dress) with Gloria R. Perry, Emerita 
Professor, School of Nursing,” March 22 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Main 
Street Community Center located at 1003 N. Main Street in Edwardsville.

Perry will share the story of a German immigrant family arriving in this 
area in the 1800s.  This story will detail what it was like, hardships and perils, 
and the simple pleasures of the time.  This talk is given to inspire others to 
write their own stories from the past.

The following programs all take place on the SIUE campus at 200 University 
Park, Room 1104.  A nominal cost of $2 for Lifelong Learning members per 
program is charged or $5 for non-members per program.

March 14 - (10:30 a.m. to 11:45 am.) “State of the Oceans with Mark 
Hildebrandt, Associate Professor, Geography.” The world’s oceans are essen-
tial to life on earth, and are tremendously sensitive to global climate change. 
What are the consequences of climate change on oceanic factors like biodiver-
sity, sea levels and extreme weather systems? How can the U.S. and its inter-
national partners address the emerging challenges to this shared resource? 

March 14 -  (1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.) “Women Spies of the Civil War with 
Walter Hall, Member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans”  In 1776, the world 
saw the beginning of a new experiment in liberty with the creation of the 
United States of America and its founding document, the Constitution. Yet 
only a few generations later the existence of that nation was called into ques-
tion by the American Civil War, sometimes called the War Between the States. 
As in all wars, both sides used spies, and as is so often the case, the most 
successful spies are women. This lecture describes four of the most notable 
women spies, North and South, and the results of their work. 

March 21 - (10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.) “Indonesia with Suranjan Weeraratne, 
Assistant Professor, Political Science.”  Having emerged from authoritarian-
ism in the last 15 years, Indonesia has made remarkable strides politically, 
economically and socially. Yet the new, democratic Indonesia is still a devel-
oping country facing considerable challenges. How can Indonesia continue 
its path of growth, reform and prosperity? What is Indonesia’s role in the 
global community? 

March 21 -  (1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.) “What is Shingles, Who is at Risk and 
What Can I do to Prevent it.? with Nathalie Williams, Assistant Clinical 
Professor, Family and Community Health Nursing.”  This program will pro-
vide an overview of Shingles and will include: a description of the disease, 
identification of those most at risk, signs and symptoms of the disease, and 
what to do if you think you might have shingles including how to avoid 
transmitting the virus to others. It will also address prevention, treatment and 
possible complications of the disease. 

 “I have heard how painful shingles can be; I personally want to know 
what I can do to avoid getting them.  When Dr. Nathalie Williams offered to 
do a presentation on “What is Shingles, Who is at Risk and What Can I do 
to Prevent it?” I immediately thought this would be a perfect topic for this 
series,” Brunsmann said.

March 28 -  (10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.) “Energy Geopolitics with Chris 
Theodorakis, Associate, Professor, Biology.”  The energy markets have been 
shaken by the instability of Middle East oil and the vulnerability of nuclear 
power. Moreover, developing countries like China are becoming bigger 
energy consumers, while energy producers like Russia see the opportunity to 
widen their influence. In this changed landscape, how will the U.S.’s energy 
needs affect its relations with other nations? 

March 28, 2012 (1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.) “Growing up in Morocco and 
Nigeria with Jaouad Naji and Yemi Jenje, Fulbright Foreign Language 
Teaching Assistants.”  Join two SIUE Fulbright scholars for this presentation. 
It will focus on the education, culture, and language of two contrasting coun-
tries in the western sector of the African continent. 

“SIUE is fortunate to have Fulbright Scholars on a regular basis and I try to 
take advantage of this fortune.  I am so pleased that Jaouad Naji and Yemi Jenje 
will be able to join us to tell us a little bit about their home countries when they 
present 'Growing up in Morocco and Nigeria,'” Brunsmann said.

For a complete listing of all 2012 Lifelong Learning Activities which 
includes Great Decision, Dialogue with Senior Citizens and Thursdays with 
an SIUE Professor at the MSCC, visit www.siue.edu/educationaloutreach.
com   or call the Educational Outreach office at 650-3210.
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“Yes, there was a plan, and that plan was 
presented by the executive director at CARD to 
just about everyone,” she said. “And of course 
there were architectural renderings, and there 
were discussions of funding on it. All this has 
happened, we were given presentations on it, 
but as we all know those things didn’t come to 
fruition.”

CARD board commissioner Joan Burke spoke 
during the meeting’s public comment section, 
urging the council to hold up its end of the 
bargain and reimburse the recreation district for 
last year’s theater expenses.

“It was not a handshake agreement; we have 

a written agreement for the TIF funds,” she said. 
“I would hope you would honor that agreement, 
and complete the agreement for 2011. I would 
just hope you would consider supporting and 
consider working with CARD for whatever 
future we have with Miner’s.”

While  Moss said theater progress has 
not met her expectations, she agreed with 
Burke that the city has not given CARD suf-
ficient notice to cut off funds for 2011.

“I think we’d be really remiss if we con-
tinued to give even that fifth year, but I 
plan on voting yes to award funds for 2011 
because we had a good faith agreement 
with them backed up by a document, an 
ordinance,” Moss said. “And we also have 
the itemization, proof from them that the 
monies were spent as they were supposed 
to be spent.”

Shelly Steuart, vice president of the 
Miner ’s Institute, also spoke at the meeting. 

She said as a community landmark, theater 
renovation should be a shared cost.

“Knowing the current financial state of 
the city, as well as CARD’s current financial 
condition, and the financial condition of the 
Miner ’s Institute Foundation, I’d also like 
to say no one is asking the taxpayers to foot 
the entire bill,” she said. “No one is asking 
CARD to foot the entire bill. And no one is 
asking the city to foot the entire bill.”

Tognarelli proposed the council table the 
vote on TIF funds until city leaders could 
meet with the recreation district board, 
likely within the next month. He said CARD 
and the Miner's Institute would need a clear 
financial plan to keep receiving city money.

"They haven’t found a way to fund it," 
he said. "All they’re doing now is putting 
band-aids on it to keep the building safe. I 
don’t know when it’s ever gonna happen. 
It’s five, 10, 15 million dollars away?”
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 She may also perform one of her own rag-
time-inspired compositions for piano.

Wyndham has been doing her “Women 
in Ragtime” and “History of Ragtime” pre-
sentations for about a year. She performs at 
libraries, schools, concert halls, and nursing 
homes, mostly in southwestern Michigan and 
the Chicago area.

Wyndham, who also plays the guitar and 
sings, describes her piano compositions as “a 
fusion of modern classical music and jazz.”

Scott Joplin is credited with inventing rag-
time music in the late 19th century. He wrote 
and published “Maple Leaf Rag” in Sedalia, 
Mo., in 1899. It was the first sheet music to 
sell 1 million copies, according to some sourc-
es. Joplin later moved to St. Louis, where his 
house is preserved as a historic site, and then 
to New York.

Ragtime was immensely popular through-
out the early 20th century. It enjoyed a revival 
in the 1970s due to the popularity of “The 
Entertainer” part of the soundtrack for “The 
Sting,” a 1973 film starring Paul Newman and 
Robert Redford.

Wyndham has appeared on the Fox, NBC, 
and ABC television networks. Her work has 
been featured on National Public Radio.

Her performance at the library is part of the 
observance of Women’s History Month.
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Meyer-Ashauer said that 
“although the checkout lines can 
be a little long, the line seems to go 
very quickly.”

According to Meyer-Ashauer the 
MOMMES organization has been 
around for about 19 years in the 
St. Louis area.  The group has been 
hosting the Re-Sell-It Sale on the  
Illinois side for about seven years 
now.  

MOMMES is a non-profit sup-
port organization for mothers who 
have triplets or more.  The group 
members get together regularly 
for monthly dinners, play dates, 
and have events for just moms and 
events for the entire family.

“We have a mentoring program 
so if you’re pregnant with higher 
order multiples, we try to pair you 
up with someone who has young-
er higher multiples.  Or someone 
who has the same scenario,” Meyer-
Ashauer said.

She pointed out how having mul-
tiples can be a very big adjustment.  
“It’s great when you have one baby 

and two hands, but when you have 
three babies and only two hands, 
there’s some other things that you 
just need to figure out how best to 
do this,” she added.

Typical questions that come up 
with new mothers of multiples 
include: What kind of strollers do 
we need? How do you do doctor 
visits?  Do you take one at a time?  
Do you take all three?  Should they 
share the same room?  Do we need 
three bouncy seats? Three swings?  
What works best?  

The MOMMES organization has 
the answers. “There’s a plethora 
of information out there for higher 

order multiples,” Meyer-Ashauer 
noted.  

She also pointed out that the 
group has a set of basic baby items 
that members have donated that 
are used to pass around to those 
mothers of multiples who are in 
need.  “If you need some financial 
assistance, that’s what we are there 
for,” Meyer-Ashauer said.

She also suggested that if any-
one was having multiples or 
knew of someone having mul-
tiples, to get in touch with the 
organization at www.mommes.
com  or call her at  618-806-9820 
with questions.  
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THEATER

SALES

SIUE

Friday, March 2
All Mixed Up, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 

8:00 p.m. 
Bass Drum of Death, The Old Rock House, 

St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 
Stravinsky's The Firebird, Powell 

Symphony Hall, St. Louis, 8:00
Dibiase with Clubber Lange, Stagger Inn, 

Edwardsville, 10:00 p.m.
Ian Fisher, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 

8:00 p.m. 
Freddy Cole, Jazz at the  Bistro, St. Louis, 

7:30 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.
Arianna String Quartet: World Premier, 

Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts Center, 
St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 

Barry Manilow, The Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 
7:30 p.m. 

Blind Pilot, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, 
Doors 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 3
Scott and Karl, 3:00 p.m./All Mixed Up, 

8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
The Who-Band playing Tommy, The Old 

Rock House, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m. 
Anthony Gomes, The Wildey Theatre, 

Edwardsville, 8:00 p.m. 
Stravinsky's The Firebird, Powell 

Symphony Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
Dubtronix, Stagger Inn, Edwardsville, 

10:00 p.m. 
The Hackensaw Boys, Blueberry Hill, St. 

Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m. 
Freddy Cole, Jazz at the  Bistro, St. Louis, 

7:30 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.
VNV Nation, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 

7:00 p.m. 
The Fresh Beat Band, The Fox Theatre, St. 

Louis, 3:00 p.m. 
Big Gigantic with Minnesota, The Pageant, 

St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.

Christodoulos Panayiotou: One Thousand 
and One Days, Contemporary Art Museum, 
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs 
through April 22. 

Reflections of the Buddha, Pulitzer 
Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through March 
10.

Judy Pfaff: "Recent Work", David Bruno 
Gallery (Main Gallery), St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
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