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Ibroscheva looks at how the media portrays women
We are continuously bombarded by com-

mercial messages throughout the media, 
whether it is through TV, radio, news-
papers, billboards or on the Internet. In 
addition to the obvious call for us to buy 
products, these advertisements contain 
other not-so-obvious messages that may 
influence how we think or even behave. 
Someone who studies these messages – 
specifically at the international level – is 
Elza Ibroscheva.

Ibroscheva was born in Bourgas, Bulgaria. 
She received her bachelor’s degree in jour-
nalism and mass communications from 
the American University in Bulgaria, and 
her master ’s and doctorate degrees in 
mass communications and media arts from 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. 
Today she is an associate professor in the 
department of mass communications at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 

While being raised in communist 
Bulgaria she started to study English on 
her own. A few years after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall she enrolled in the newly estab-
lished American University in Bulgaria. 

“It was basically the very first attempt to 
establish an American educational institu-
tion in Eastern Europe,” Ibroscheva said. 
“So as a high school student I took a trip 
to the university.  It was the very first 
semester it opened and as I walked into 
the doors I saw the wonderfully exciting 
range of things you could do, mainly with 
the humanities,” she said.

One of the areas she has been working 
on is the different perception regarding 
terrorism that exists between the United 
States and Europe. “Within the European 
context and particularly so within the 
media coverage, the coverage tended to 
be a lot less framed within the perspective 
of this dual way of thinking, us versus 
the enemy, us versus them, radical Islam 
versus the westernized progressive way of 
thinking about the world and culture,” she 
explained.

She also studied the way the European 
media looked at the mass killings in 
Norway in July 2011, when a single person 
murdered 92 people. “They did not shy 
away from calling the perpetrator a terror-
ist even though that is not really the image 
that would be widely construed as the 
physicality of a terrorist,” Ibroscheva said. 
“As we all know he was a white, well-off, 
32-year-old Norwegian and Christian with 
very expressed views of religion that were 
not unlike the ones of, for example, the 
perpetrators of 9/11.” 

She has also studied the impact of 
Internet access. “It certainly has provided 
opportunities for communication, for social 
organization, for activism, that we have 
never seen possible before,” Ibroscheva 
said. “But on the other hand, we have to 
recognize the inherent danger in giving 
these types of tools of communication to 
groups that tend to be violent, that tend to 
be promoting and inflaming ethnic intoler-
ance or the means to act against people 
who are different, people that come from 
different ideologies. They have been very 
successful in being able to wage their own 
propaganda, so to speak, and including 
visual forms which are even more power-
ful than the words themselves.”

During the summer of 2011, Ibroscheva 
began to study the way in which the media 
portray female politicians in Lebanon.  
She decided to take on this specific topic 
because she had previously done research 
on the portrayals of female politicians in 
Eastern Europe.

“Lebanon presents itself as one of the 
most democratic states in the region,” she 
said. “They also have a rather large (43 
percent) representation of female journal-
ists in their workforce, yet they only have 

three women in Parliament out of 120 
members and all three of them are former 
widows of assassinated political leaders.”

She notes that during a recent govern-
mental crisis a political leader was asked 
why there were no women in the cabinet. 
“His statement went somewhere along the 
lines of, ‘Well, the reason why there aren’t 
any women in politics right now in the 
cabinet is because frankly there aren’t any 
qualified women that we can put on the 
list.’  And then he continued on to, I think, 
dig himself further into a hole by saying, 

‘Well, don’t get me wrong. I love women 
and women love me, and I have proof 
of that because my household is full of 
women,’ referring obviously to his family, 
daughters and wives,” said Ibroscheva.  

Her latest research involves critically 
analyzing the proliferation of sexualized 
images in post-communist advertising. She 
brings her research to her classes on visual 
media imagery, enlightening her students 
to advertising conventions around the 
world. She said that her students come 
away with a new appreciation for the 

power of visual images. This is particularly 
so for the women in her class. “More for 
women than men,” she said. “But I have 
also had a lot of male students come in 
who have said ‘You have ruined me enjoy-
ing advertising.’”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at 
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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The Library and Information 
Services at SIUE is hosting a 
free panel discussion in support 
of the "Lewis and Clark and the 
Indian Country" traveling exhibi-
tion  at 3 p.m. on Feb. 26 in the 
SIUE Lovejoy Library.    

The "Lewis and Clark and 
the Indian Country,” traveling 
exhibition is currently on dis-
play in the first floor of Lovejoy 
Library.  The exhibit tells the 
story of the explorers' historic 
1804-1806 expedition from a dif-
ferent point of view – that of the 
Indians who lived along their 
route.  

During their journey to the 
Pacific coast and back, Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark and 
their small group of voyagers 
crossed the traditional homelands 
of more than 50 Native American 
tribes. 

The exhibit examines this mon-
umental encounter of cultures 
and examines the past and pres-
ent effects of that encounter on 
the lives of the tribes which still 
live in the region.

Participating in the panel will 
be Mr. Brad Winn, Director of the 

Lewis and Clark Historic Site, Dr. 
Gregory Fields, SIUE Department 
of Philosophy,  Dr. Rowena 
McClinton, SIUE  Department 
of Historical Studies  and Dr. 
Robert Paulett, SIUE Department 
of Historical Studies.

“Lewis and Clark and the 
Indian Country” will be on dis-
play at the library until March 2.

Organized by the Newberry 
Library in Chicago and in cooper-
ation with the American Library 
Association Public Programs 
Office, "Lewis and Clark and 
the Indian Country" was made 
possible by a major grant from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities: great ideas brought 
to life. 

Additional support came 
from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign.  The Sara 
Lee Foundation is the lead cor-
porate sponsor; Ruth C. Ruggles 
and the National Park Service 
also supported the exhibit.

Contact the Library and 
Information Services at 650-
4636  or email kbouman@siue.
edu  for additional information.

Special guest
Congressman John Shimkus 
gave a government lesson to 
the senior class of Triad High 
School in Troy on Tuesday. 
The lecture focused on the 
U.S. Constitution's First 
Article and the requirements 
of a person to become a con-
gressman. Towards the end 
of his talk,  Shimkus conduct-
ed a question-and-answer 
session with the students. 
The questions ranged from 
articles of the Constitution to 
many of the more controver-
sial topics of the day. Photo 
by Mark Polege.

Discussion planned 
on Native Americans
SIUE continues Lewis and Clark exhibit
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The target for the March 10 benefit is $15,000 
to $20,000, said SJ Morrison, who is organizing 
the event.

That would bring the sum raised to aid 
the Joplin recovery to well over $50,000. All 
the money raised here goes to Habitat for 
Humanity to help replace some of the nearly 
7,000 homes destroyed in the tornado.

Scott Credit Union is the signature sponsor 
and others have committed to the event.

“When people hear the word Joplin, they 
say yes,” Morrison said. 

The $25-per-ticket event begins at 6:30 p.m. 
with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at the Wildey. 
The first drink is covered in the cost of admis-
sion. A cash bar will be available. Appetizers 

will be donated by local restaurants.
Downtime, a band made up of  Southern 

Illinois University Edwardsville gradu-
ates from the St. Louis area, will put on 
a concert at 7:30 p.m. featuring Motown 
standards.

“This is an energetic group of musicians,” 
said Morrison, marketing director for Madison 
County Transit. “I know they’re going to put 
on a lively show for the crowd.”

At intermission, the audience will see imag-
es from the tornado and its aftermath and hear 
speakers talk about ways people can help out. 
Skilled tradesmen who can go to Joplin, about a 
five-and-a-half-hour drive from Edwardsville, 
to work on houses are particularly needed.

The family will also be introduced.
JoplinSpirit volunteers have made five trips 

to Joplin to help rebuild two homes and fix the 
house of a single mother.

She was living in a house with plastic cov-
ering the blown-out windows and huge holes 

in the floor, Patton said. The local volunteers 
replaced the windows, fixed the floor and 
moved the wreckage of her garage to the curb 
so it could be hauled away.

“It’s still very important for us to continue 
to help the people of Joplin recover,” Patton 
said. He figures that volunteer support will be 
needed for another four or five years.

Tickets for the concert are available at the 
door, at Edwardsville City Hall, 118 Hillsboro 
Ave.; TheBANK of Edwardsville’s main office, 
330 W. Vandalia St.; First Clover Leaf Bank, 
6814 Goshen Rd.; Scott Credit Union, 1067 
Route 157; both Edwardsville YMCA loca-
tions; Patton’s dental office, 1403 Troy Rd.; or 
by calling Morrison, 558-3062.

People interested in making donations may 
contact Steve Stryker at 345-1111 or Patton, 
656-2277.

Checks should be made to Lewis & Clark 
Habitat for Humanity, with Joplin Project in the 
memo line.
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“We estimate that the 4 percent penalty rate from February 2011 tax sale 
saved late taxpayers over $2 million when you compare that with the 18 
percent penalty tax rate from earlier tax sales,” said deputy Treasurer Jeremy 
Plank.

Late Wednesday, Prenzler said he was pleased with how things went this 
year.

“The lower the penalty rate, the less costly for taxpayers,” he said.
This year’s 49 tax buyers was a dozen more than last year. 
Prenzler said he may seek to move the 2013 tax auction to a larger room. 

JOPLIN

TAXES

Friday, Feb. 24
Chris Botti, Peabody Opera House, St. Louis, 

8:00 p.m. 
Whiskey Rock, Laurie's Place (Back Bar), 

Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m. 
California Guitar Trio, The Old Rock House, St. 

Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 
All Mixed Up, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 8:00 

p.m. 
Fiddleback, The Wildey Theatre (Winter 

Concert Series), Edwardsville, 6:00 p.m.
Brahms 4, Powell Symphony Hall, St. Louis, 

8:00 p.m.
The Newton Gang (New York City), Stagger 

Inn, Edwardsville, 10:00 p.m. 
Bruiser Queen, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 

8:00 p.m. 
Byron Stripling, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 

7:30 p.m. & 9:30 p.m. 
David Burns Smith: The Longshot, The PSTL 

Gallery, St. Louis, 10:30 a.m., Runs through May 
12. 

Judy Pfaff: "Recent Work", David Bruno Gallery 
(Main Gallery), St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Runs through March 3. 

Christodoulos Panayiotou: One Thousand and 
One Days, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 22. 

Belinda Lee: Inside Out/Outside In, COCA, 
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
Feb. 26

West Side Story, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 
p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Grandel Theatre, 
St. Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs through March 4

Awards of Excellence 2012, Jacoby Arts Center, 
Alton, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 
26

Race, Browning Mainstage, Loretto-Hilton 
Center, Webster Groves, 8:00 p.m. 

The Maids, Kranzberg Arts Center Blackbox, 
St. Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs through March 4

Liquid Terrain: 20 Years of Works on Paper by 
Eva Lundsager, The Sheldon, St. Louis, noon - 
5:00 p.m., Runs through August 18.

An Orchestrated Vision: The Theater of 
Contemporary Photography, St. Louis Art Museum, 
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Runs through May 13.

Saturday, Feb. 25
Jam Session with Mo' Pleasure, Laurie's Place 

(Front Bar), Edwardsville, 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Mo' Pleasure, Laurie's Place (Back Bar), 

Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
Hoosier Daddy's, 3:00 p.m./All Mixed Up, 8:00 

p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Brahms 4, Powell Symphony Hall, St. Louis, 

8:00 p.m.
Al Holiday Review, Stagger Inn, Edwardsville, 

10:00 p.m. 
Stilline, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 

p.m. 

Byron Stripling, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 
7:30 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.

O'Brother, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:30 
p.m. David Burns Smith: The Longshot, The 
PSTL Gallery, St. Louis, 10:30 a.m., Runs through 
May 12. 

Reflections of the Buddha, Pulitzer Foundation 
for the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Runs through March 10.

Judy Pfaff: "Recent Work", David Bruno Gallery 
(Main Gallery), St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Runs through March 3. 

Christodoulos Panayiotou: One Thousand and 
One Days, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 22. 

Belinda Lee: Inside Out/Outside In, COCA, St. 
Louis, noon to 5:00 p.m.,  Runs through Feb. 26

West Side Story, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 2:00 
p.m. & 8:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Grandel Theatre, 
St. Louis, 3:00 p.m. & 8 p.m., Runs through March 
4 

Awards of Excellence 2012, Jacoby Arts Center, 
Alton, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 
26

Race, Browning Mainstage, Loretto-Hilton 
Center, Webster Groves, 5:00 p.m. & 9:00 
p.m. 

The Sleeping Beauty, Blanche M. Touhill 
Performing Arts Center, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. 

The Maids, Kranzberg Arts Center Blackbox, 
St. Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs through March 4

Human resource professionals 
throughout Southern Illinois are 
now being offered the chance to 
distinguish themselves by adding 
professional credentials through 
a SHRM Learning System course 
being offered right in their own 
backyard for the first time this 
spring.

Through a partnership between 
Corporate and Community 
Learning at Lewis and Clark and 
Selsius at Southwestern Illinois 
College, the course will be offered 
at Lewis and Clark’s N.O. Nelson 
campus in Edwardsville.

The Society for Human Resource 
Management is the world’s larg-
est association for addressing the 
needs of human resource pro-
fessionals. The Learning System 
course, offered previously in the 

St. Louis area and in Northern 
Illinois, prepares individuals 
to take HR certification exams 
to affix credentials to their pro-
fessional portfolios such as the 
Professional in Human Resources 
(PHR) or Senior Professional in 
Human Resources (SPHR) desig-
nation.

The course, designed for pre-
test preparation, will run from 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. March 10, 17 and 24 
and April 14, 21 and 28. The cost is 
$999, which is a significant savings 
over other, similar programs. The 
registration deadline is Feb. 27, so 
call now to reserve your spot at 
(618) 468-5715.

For more information on this 
course, visit www.lc.edu/CCL or 
contact Amy Kozlowski with CCL 
at (618) 468-5715.

Human resource training 
available through LCCC
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