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McGee teaches students art of persuasive writing
There has been much discussion lately 

about the ability of young people to 
write in a way that is both correct and 
persuasive. Many educators believe that 
this ability is both a discipline and an art. 
Sharon McGee is one of them.

McGee, an associate professor and 
chair of the department of English lan-
guage and literature at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville, was born in 
Johnson City, Tenn. She obtained her 
bachelor ’s degree in English from the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 
her master ’s in English at East Tennessee 
State University in Johnson City and her 
doctorate in rhetoric and composition 
from Purdue University in Indiana.

As an expert on rhetoric, McGee often-
times has to confront people’s pejorative 
interpretation of the word itself. She does 
it with a straight explanation of what 
rhetoric really is.

“Rhetoric is an area of study since 
the ancient Greeks about ways in which 
individuals can become active speakers 
or writers in the public arena,” McGee 
said. “So rhetoric is about persuasion, 
but it is about ethical persuasion. It is 
about speaking and writing. In my case, 
it is about writing in ways that are pro-
ductive, ethical, and engage both the 
mind and the heart of the writer and the 
audience.”

In fact, it is the activist side of rheto-
ric that drew McGee into becoming an 
English professor.

“Historically, rhetoric was meant for 
people to become engaged and active 
participants in the world around them 
through speaking and writing, and so 
for me as a teacher and as a scholar that 
is very meaningful,” she said. “These 

are ways in which I can help students 
become better writers so that they can 
participate as active, informed, engaged 
citizens in the world.”

McGee takes a broad view when the 
issue comes to how prepared entering 
students are for college-level English 
courses.

“I think in most cases our high schools 
are doing the best job that they can 
given the restrictions placed on them at 
the national and the state levels with so 
much emphasis on standardized testing,” 
she said. “That pressures them in helping 
students prepare to be good test takers as 
opposed to really thinking about creative 
ways to teach language and literature.”

McGee said that she is also not particu-
larly worried about the impact of social 
media on the way people – especially the 
young – communicate today.

“Social media, texting, will change 
the nature of writing and writing will 
change because of social media. English 
is not a static language and so it changes, 
it evolves,” McGee explained. “Now, 
academic formal writing has a particu-
lar audience and purpose and it is in 
some ways a very limited audience and 
purpose. One doesn’t necessarily write 
an essay for a professor when one is 
in the workplace, but one must be able 
to employ good grammar and sentence 
structure and technique to adapt to that 
new audience and purpose.”

For McGee, the most important thing is 
for people to understand their audience 
when communicating – whether orally, in 

formal writing or via social media.
One of the courses she teaches at SIUE 

is scientific writing, which tends to have 
a very formal, almost rigid, structure. 
So when she teaches scientific writing 

for scientists, does she teach it only for 
the scientific audience or for the general 
public?

“Well, I try to talk about both the sci-
entific community and the lay public,” 

she said. “Again how does one take those 
findings and convey them in a way that 
the general population might want to 
read? Certainly most people don’t want 
to pull an article out of a scientific jour-
nal like Plant Physiology and read it by 
their bedside table unless one is inter-
ested in plant physiology.”

Given the general lack of scientific 
literacy among the public, one wonders 
just how information in a journal that 
is written for specialists can be made 
understandable to the general public.

“Something more along the lines of 
"Scientific American" or "American 
Scientist" writing is one way to do that,” 
she said, pointing to those magazines’ 
efforts to appeal to everyday people. “Or 
again think about ways, such as Web 
sites and blogs, or other ways that people 
convey that kind of information.”

She does not see her way of teaching 
as a  cookbook method to learning, but 
rather a much more analytical and per-
suasive approach.

“I can’t teach a student in scientific 
writing or technical writing or freshman 
composition to be able to write any kind 
of document that they might need, but I 
can teach them how to think about being 
a writer, and I can show them how they 
approach a writing task, looking at mod-
els, thinking about them analyzing it,” 
McGee said. “How to think about audience 
and purpose.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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Dr. McGee while teaching at SIUE.
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Family and friends of Josie Tardino 
gathered outside of her salon, Josie’s 
Hair Connection in Roxana, anxiously 
waiting for the unveiling of a newly 
erected sign. Josie’s husband, Anthony 
Tardino, was a U.S. Navy veteran 
who lost his battle to cancer in April. 
Anthony had told his wife that he 
would fix her sign, but the physical 
strain on his body was too much.

Many community members remem-
ber the funeral of Lance Corporal 
Kenneth Corzine, who died as a result 
of an improvised explosive device in 
Afghanistan on December 24, 2010. 
B.U.R.T. (Bringing Useful Resources 
to Military Families in Need) is the 
organization Corzine’s family recently 
started to assist military families with 
everyday household or automotive 
needs, or in the case of Tardino, spruc-
ing up her salon inside and out.

“We started the organization in 
honor of my nephew,” said James 
Corzine of Roxana, the Operational 
Director of B.U.R.T. “We have a lot of 
people helping us out already: con-
tractors, landscapers, mechanics and 
more. We just wanted to find a way to 
give back to the men and women who 
served this country and let them know 
how proud we are of them.”

When Tardino learned that B.U.R.T. 
wanted to honor her husband by put-

ting up a new sign, she knew that 
her husband would have been very 
honored.

“I cried, of course,” said Tardino. 
“To know that the Corzine family 
was doing something so nice for me, 
my family, and my business, was 
incredible. My husband was a great 
man, and I want to thank the B.U.R.T. 
organization for what they did for my 
family.”

The organization got its start when 
a Bethalto resident who was nine 
months pregnant began getting ticket-
ed for not taking her Christmas lights 
down from a tree. It only seemed right 
that someone stepped up to help, and 
it was just enough to convince Corzine  
to make a stand.

“I just enjoy helping others, especial-
ly military families, and if any veteran 
needs assistance we will be there,” 
said Corzine. “I recently purchased a 
pontoon boat, a few kayaks, and a pair 
of jet skis for any veteran who wants to 
spend a day out on the water.”

Corzine said B.U.R.T. also “will be 
proactive in the lobbying of enforce-
ment of the law against desecration of 
the American flag,” a direct response 
to the Westboro Baptist Church.

For more information, people can 
visit www.burthelps.com.

Originally published in The Prairie 
Land Buzz, October, 2011, issue. Used 
with permission.

Sounds of yesteryear
The musical group, the St. Louis Ragtimers, continued to enjoy their 50-year anniversary by performing their signature sound 
at the Wildey Theatre on Thursday. Reminiscent of the late 1800s and early 1900s, their ragtime music brought back the his-
toric days when the Mississippi River was filled with paddle boats.
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 While watching Game Five with friends, Ruffatto answered the 
phone to an unknown number. “I work with customers from all over 
the country, so taking this call was no big deal,” she said.

After joking with Ruffatto for a few minutes, DeGeneres revealed 
her identity and gave her tickets and VIP passes to Game 6. Ruffatto 
said her reason for choosing DeGeneres, “Ellen does things for 
everyday, normal people. I wasn’t asking for money, or a house, I 
just wanted her to make a phone call for me. And, I’m a huge fan of 
Ellen.”

Ruffatto has been a Cardinal fan for several years. However, Wells 
has been a lifelong fan. “Every t-shirt he wears is Cardinals, our 
house is completely decked out in Cardinals,” Ruffatto said.

Wells had his own surprise in store for Ruffatto. With VIP passes 
hanging from their necks, field access was granted. Cameras were 
rolling when Wells got down on one knee and asked Ruffatto to 
marry him. The ring Wells had been hiding in his pocket was a hit. 
“Yes,” she answered.

Life goes on even when the St. Louis Cardinals are playing in the 
World Series.

So when DeGeneres offered to fly the newly engaged couple to 
Burbank as guests on her show after the World Series, Ruffatto 
could not believe how kind her employer was. Everyone at Olneya 
Restoration Group was so excited for me.”

“It all seems very surreal. The most amazing thing about being 
on "The Ellen DeGeneres Show" was walking out to that music,” 
Ruffatto said.

Sitting on Ellen’s couch between her fiancée and 2011 World Series 
Most Valuable Player David Freese, Ruffatto considers it unbeliev-
able. “I noticed the letters M.V.P. on Ellen’s prompter. I looked at 
Josh and he looked at me. Josh looked like he was about to cry. I was 
just as excited to meet Ellen as he was to meet David.”

The couple hasn’t had much time to plan their upcoming wedding. 
However, one thing is for sure – they are waiting for Josh’s friend 
to return home from military duty in Afghanistan so he can be there 
as best man. Chances are, while the happy honeymooning couple 
is cruising the Caribbean next summer, compliments of Ellen also, 
Cardinal baseball will be a cabin requirement.

Cardinal Nation listened on the radio and watched on television 
as this amazing love story unfolded. A silly email sent in by one 
adoring Cardinal fan, wanting nothing more than two minutes of her 
favorite celebrity’s time, delivered more than anticipated.

Editor’s note – Writer Carol Kohler also sent a similar request to Ellen 
DeGeneres. Kohler is, however, convinced that DeGeneres made the right 
choice with Ruffatto.
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 Later they read a local story about 
a boy who turned 11 on Jan. 11, 2011, 
- 1/01/11. By that time, Emily and her 
mother, Crystal Hale, had started plan-
ning for the Nov. 11 party. 

“She’s very looking forward to it,” 
said Crystal Hale, who works at the 
Madison County Courthouse as a 
supervisor in the Circuit Clerk’s traf-
fic division. “She said ‘We’ve got to 
do something fun, mom! We gotta do 
something fun!”

Crystal has been decorating the 

house with balloons. Her husband, 
Billy Hale, grew up in Edwardsville 
and works at Sunset Hills Cemetery. 
When the couple married, 27 years 
ago, Crystal moved from Granite City 
to Edwardsville.

On Thursday she plans to bring cup-
cakes out to her daughter’s fifth grade 
classroom at Columbus Elementary 
School. That night, Emily and 10 or 
so of her girlfriends - accompanied by 
Crystal and Crystal’s mother - plan to 
swim and use the hot tubs at a local 
hotel. “Just an all-girl getaway thing,” 
Crystal Hale said. The next day, they’ll 
have their nails done and hit the mall. 

Then comes the family party, girls 
only. Except for Buddy, the family rat 
terrier pup.
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The school’s goal is 40 students for 
its first class with growth in each of 
the following classes.

Tuition is expected to be approxi-
mately $6,000 a year.

Palmer, who most recently was 
the principal at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Catholic School in Collinsville, has 
been busy recruiting new students. 

“I’ve just started visiting the area 
grade schools and we’re getting a 
fantastic reception from the kids and 
families,” Palmer said in a press 
release. “We’re proud of what we’re 
building here and we can’t wait to 
share it with the community.”

Doug Villhard, president of the 
FMCHS board of directors, couldn’t 
be more pleased with the progress.

For six years our dream was to 
get to the point where we could 

start enrolling students,”  Villhard 
said.  “We’re now there thanks to the 
support of generous individuals and 
hard working staff and volunteers.”

As a recruiting incentive, anony-
mous donors have made available a 
$1,000 scholarship and an iPad2 to 
each of the first 40 students to sign a 
letter of intent, Palmer said.

“We’re most proud, however, of 
our curriculum, technology, faith for-
mation, and community service pro-
grams,” Palmer said.  “That’s what 
really resonates with parents and 
kids and makes McGivney great.”

A permanent campus will eventu-
ally be built at Old Troy Road and 
Bouse Road in Glen Carbon.

FMCHS plans to offer the latest 
state-of-the art technology to every 
student, who  will have a laptop with 
electronic text books and classrooms 
will be equipped with high-tech 
monitors and other teaching tools.

For more information and to 
make a donation,  visit http://www.
mcgivneygriffins.com.
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Josh Wells proposes to Sarah Ruffatto on the field at Busch 
Stadium before the start of Game 6 of the 2011 World 
Series.

Group looks to help 
out military families
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