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Maryville Fire Chief Kevin 
Flaugher said being able to cover 
that gap is something he’s wanted to 
do for quite some time.

“I think all of you know that for 
the last several years, this is some-
thing that’s really bothered me – that 
our response time at night for EMS 
is not what it is during the day,” 
Flaugher said. “I think you’ve done 
nothing but improve our service to 
the community.”

Maryville Mayor Larry Gulledge 
agreed that eliminating the delay of 

having volunteers drive to the sta-
tion before being able to respond has 
its benefits.

“By doing what we did tonight, I 
think it’s going to be advantageous. 
They’re going to get an ambulance 
now just as fast as they do from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.,” Gulledge said. “For 
most of us here, we’ve been associat-
ed at some time with the fire depart-
ment. When we first started this 
ambulance service in the early ‘80s, 
we started it out of pure necessity. 
Everyone’s done a good job over the 
years, but our one glaring problem 
was late-night calls. This really cuts 
down the response time.”

Trustee Craig Short said the 10 
part-time employees will start work 
on Nov. 14.

Flaugher also said work on the 
fire station should begin sometime 
next week.

“Hopefully they’ll get this thing 
moving and get a jump on it before 
the weather gets bad,” he said.

A 1,500 square-foot addition will 
be built onto the front of the existing 
fire station. In addition to the living 
quarters, it will also increase training 
space.

Meanwhile, the board approved 
hiring Justin Krausz as the village’s 
newest police officer.

Gulledge said he’s pleased that a 
Maryville native is joining the force.

“I’ve known Justin since he played 
Khoury League baseball here in 
Maryville. We’re just very fortunate 
and we’re really happy you’re with 

us,” Gulledge said. “It’s something 
I know he’s always wanted because 
he’s talked to me a couple of times 
about working in Maryville.”

Chief of Police Rich Schardan 
reported the department received 
296 calls for service in October while 
issuing 128 citations and responding 
to 28 accidents.

Flaugher, who also serves as 
Building and Zoning Administrator, 
told the board eight building per-
mits were issued in October includ-
ing two for single-family residences 
and two for single-family addi-
tions.

Fees collected on those permits 
totaled $1,786 while the value of the 
new construction was estimated at 
$441,000.
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 “It was really all I could do to get around the 
track once,” he said. Then he’d walk the next lap. 
After that, he alternated walking and running 
until he had his mile. 

After a while he was running a couple of miles 
non-stop. 

It was around that time that then-Madison 
County Recorder Kyle Anderson urged him to 
enter the half-marathon event at the St. Jude 
Memphis Marathon, Half Marathon, and 5K. 

“At that time,” Von Nida says, “it was crazy to 
me that you could run 13 miles.” But Anderson 
got him started on a training program. One day, 
when Von Nida was heading out to run, Matthew 
asked him how far he was running.

“Oh, only six miles,” he said. Matthew laughed. 
Eventually it rekindled his interest in running, 
and he rejoined the cross country team, serving as 
captain of the cross country and track teams. 

Von Nida came to enjoy it as well. In January, 
he set himself a goal of entering the Chicago 
marathon, and finishing. He ran two half mara-
thons leading up to it. On his 54th birthday, in 
August, he finished the Chicago Rock ‘N Roll Half 
Marathon.

Still, running in the summer heat in St. Louis 
was a killer. For his long run, on Sundays, he 
got up at 4 a.m., left the house by 5, and ran the 
bike trail from Granite City until he reached Bluff 
Road, near Korte Stadium at Southern Illinois 
University. 

It was warm, as well, for Sunday morning’s 
Chicago marathon. He avoided “hitting the 
wall” until the 25-mile mark, when he felt a 
searing pain in his legs. “It felt like I got struck 
by lightning in my knees,” he said. “My legs 
seized up. That was the only time I felt like I 
wasn’t going to finish.”

It forced a strategy shift, from reaching the fin-
ish line to simply placing one foot in front of the 
other for as long as he could remain standing. By 
then he was bent over and clutching his thighs. 
Von Nida looked around him and saw others 
doing likewise. “It was like a scene out of the 
zombie movies,” he said. “Your mind’s not quite 

functioning. I was just moving forward.”
About 500 yards from the finish line, he could 

see six paramedics huddling in the distance 
around a fallen runner. Later, he learned that 
William Caviness, a 35-year-old firefighter from 
North Carolina, had collapsed and died at a 
Chicago hospital. 

Von Nida crossed the finish line in 4 hours and 
49 minutes. On Thursday, he said running the 
Chicago marathon had been on his bucket list of 
things to do. 

Next up is the St. Jude Memphis Marathon 
and Half Marathon, on Dec. 3. Sometimes he 
hits 20 miles on his practice runs, so 13 miles 
doesn’t sound too bad. In the past two years he 
has dropped 40 pounds and his weight is back to 
190 pounds, the same as it was when he became 
Madison County Clerk 14 years ago.

“What I enjoy about it is it gives me an amount 
of discipline that I didn’t have before,” he said. 
“When you think in terms of the next event it 
changes from your workout to your training. 
The difference is, you can come up with a million 
excuses for skipping your workout. When you 
start skipping your training, it means you’re going 
to fail at your event.”
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Two of SIUE’s vocal jazz majors, Zelina Bott-Goins and Nicole Jonas, also 
will be featured.

Admission is $10; senior citizens and those 18 and younger, $7. SIUE 
students with a valid student ID will be admitted free compliments of the 
university’s Arts-for-All program. All tickets may be acquired at the box 
office by calling 650-2774.
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 Being a family man had its other quirks, too, as the military was 
flush with go-getters who were 18 and 19.

“I was 26,” Koch said. “I got in there and there was a bunch of 
high school kids. You couldn’t keep up with them. The last thing 
we’d do at the end of the day was have a 2-mile run. The guys my 
age, we’d just flop on the bunks and the kids, they’d take a shower 
and to town they’d go.”

Now 93, Koch is well known as the long-time Commander of 
V.F.W. Post 1299 - and as the man who organizes the Edwardsville 
Veterans Day Parade.

He’s a local boy who grew up in Glen Carbon.
“I was born on the old Kriege Farm,” he said. “I didn’t know city 

life until after I got married. I just an old farm boy. I still long for 
it.”

Koch took a job at Shell Oil in Wood River and he and his wife, 
Edna, had settled into the domestic life of raising a daughter when 
the draft board called his number.

Koch began his 22-month military career as the belly gunner on 
a B-17 bomber.

‘A week before graduation, I got scarlet fever. I was in the hospi-
tal for three weeks,” he said. “The week after I came out, I was fly-
ing again. It didn’t bother me going up or coming down, but when 
I got on the ground, I’d just flop over.”

Koch had to fly just five more qualifying missions before he could 
graduate and join a bomber crew.

He didn’t make it.
“I went up to Lincoln, Neb., to crew up. Everything went good 

until the pressure chamber. I walked out of that thing and fell flat 
on my face. That was it. I was grounded.”

In going from the Air Corps to the regular Army, Koch was 
assigned as a shop foreman to General Douglas MacArthur ’s head-
quarters in the Philippines.

Repairing cars and trucks kept him away from the front lines and 
for that, he’s grateful.

”I had good duty. I had a good captain, a good bunch of guys,” he 
said. “It’s a good life, as long as you don’t have to go up front.”

From the Philippines, it was on to Okinawa where hundreds of 
thousands of American servicemen prepared for the invasion of 
Japan.

Two atomic bombs, however, brought an abrupt end to World War 
II and Koch was involved in the occupation, not the invasion.

In Japan, he sat up shop, repairing vehicles and keeping the 
troops moving.

He wasn’t alone as his crew included both Americans and 
Japanese.

“I had 12 G.I.s working for me and 22 Japs. Each one of my 
mechanics had two Japs working for him. It was good,” Koch said.

One of those Japanese workers made an impression on Koch, not 
only for being able to do so much at an advanced age, but for his 
eagerness to learn the ways of the Westerners.

“I had a machinist – he had to be close to 60 years old – who 
worked by himself,” Koch said. “He was good. He wanted to 
learn American ways. He wanted first and second and third year 
American reading books so he could live like that.”

It became apparent to Koch that many Japanese were interested 
in learning from the Americans. Some of them did – before the 
war.

“We went sight-seeing one Sunday and came to a big hangar that 
was nothing but metal lathes, all lined up for machinists,” Koch 
said. “I guess those sons of a guns were 20, 22-feet long. And on a 
door, on the side, ‘Made in Peoria, Ill.’ We sent our machinery over 
there years ago to help them out and they turned around and made 
stuff to fight us with.”

Koch returned to the Edwardsville area, having risen to the rank 
of sergeant.

After his discharge, he worked in a lumber yard and for the 
United States Post Office.

He spent time operating bowling lanes, including Cottonwood, 
and lived for a time in Mississippi.

He was also the owner of Koch’s Cedar Resort on Table Rock 
Lake, a property he admits he sold too soon.

Now, he’s still active in the V.F.W. and is proud of his service to 
his country.

In fact, he believes everyone should serve.
“I came back and let them know right away my daughter was 

going to be in the service. Oh boy, my wife kicked it. She wouldn’t 
stand for that,” Koch said. “But I still think everybody should have 
to put in a couple of years in the service. You find out that there’s 
people out there worse off than what you are.”

VETERAN

DenHouter concentrates energy on oil paintings
Most people have a very romantic idea 

of what it takes to become a painter.
Yet, painting requires a lot of training 

and hard work and one professor who 
teaches college students the mastery of 
painting is John DenHouter, an associate 
professor and chair of the department 
of art and design at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville.

DenHouter was born in Ann Arbor, 
Mich. He received his bachelor’s and mas-
ter ’s of fine arts from the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor and another mas-
ter of fine arts in painting from Eastern 
Michigan University.

When he was very young, DenHouter 
discovered that he had an inclination for 
working with his hands. He started his 
career as a medical illustrator, but said 
that he felt that he really wanted to have 
more of an opportunity for greater artistic 
expression. He describes his current work 
as representational.

“It is not quite as detailed and exact 
as it was when I was doing my illustra-
tion work, but it is not as expressive 
so to speak or as abstract as the work I 
was doing when I first came to SIUE,” 
DenHouter said. His current work focuses 
on oil painting.

“Painters will tend to try different types 
of subject matter. They will become inter-
ested in ideas and one idea will feed 
into the next idea,” explained DenHouter. 
“Sometimes painters will switch direc-
tions completely and do something totally 

different. I think it is all about what 
their concept is and how that concept is 
expressed.” One of the styles that he prac-
tices is landscape painting.

“I think that recently landscape has had 
a little bit of a resurgence,” DenHouter 
said. “Landscape is a timeless painting 
form and is an art form that will never, 
ever vanish. It is something that is a real 
challenge to go out on location and to try 
to capture or interpret the quality of light, 
or weather, or time of year or day, that 
you are trying to depict.”

For DenHouter art education is some-
thing that should be started early in life. 
“I think that to expose children to art 
is essential,” he said. “It opens up their 
minds to seeing things in different ways. 
Their imagination is fostered that way. A 
lot of artists learn in different ways and 
there are more ways to learn than out of 
a book, or writing, and the arts are really 
critical in terms of having students see 
that they can achieve success learning in 
a different form.”

DenHouter also said that he believes 
that visiting art museums is something 
that enhances a person’s perception of 
the world. Everybody, when looking at 
a painting, should seek out an under-
standing of the work at different levels, 
in terms of color and shape and value, 

texture, line, and then how those elements 
are put together to achieve a particular 
effect of light or time of day, he said.

 “Then, of course, you have the content, 
what is the image depicting, what are the 

meanings of those objects depicted, how 
do they relate to each other,” he added. 
“Form and content really have to be work-
ing together well to result in a painting 
that has some particular meaning.”

Today’s students, DenHouter said, love 
the medium, particularly oil paint because 
it is a very seductive medium. “It is sort of 
creating magic with something as elemen-
tal as a hairbrush on a piece of canvas. 
It is something that is really intriguing 
and it is certainly a challenge and it occu-
pies people for many, many years,” he 
explained.

Yet, DenHouter will be the first to admit 
that it is not easy to make a living out of 
painting alone. Only the fortunate few can 
do that. “Obviously talented painters do 
well, but it is more than that. It is prob-
ably marketing, and being represented 
by the right gallery, and being able to 
promote yourself,” DenHouter said. “So 
it is a very fickle field, so to speak, and I 
think in general you will probably have 
to depend on another source of income 
rather than your painting to survive.”

Despite his busy schedule at SIUE, 
DenHouter still finds time to do what 
he likes the most. “I will go out in 
Edwardsville and to the surrounding area 
and set up my wooden planner easel and 
produce small oil landscapes,” he said. 
“For right now I am very satisfied with 
that.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at 
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

Courtesy of Mariene DenHouter.

Professor DenHouter is seen painting next to the new bike trail looking at the 
old railroad storage depot in the Brick Street section of Edwardsville. 

Letter delivery
The Maryville Kiwanis Club is taking to the streets to add new members. Current members are delivering large Ks to prospective 
members' homes and businesses. A special lunch will be conducted at noon on Nov. 10 at Boogie's Restaurant in Maryville. Kiwanis 
Club members pictured are, in front, from left: Janet Butts, Deb Myers-Gaultney, Jennifer Buchanan, Dee Phelps, Julie Clark and 
Tom Kanzler. In back are, from left: Calvin Butts, Jan Largent, Larry Gulledge, Clint Jones, Lori Oliver, Kim Reising.
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