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Arts & Issues chief Andree has had adventures
Institutions of higher education have a 

duty to share the work they do with their 
communities. They do that by showcasing 
their own artists and scholars and also by 
inviting artists and speakers from elsewhere 
to come to campus and engage community 
members with their work, their talents and 
their ideas.

This is the case at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville, which annually 
runs a program called “Arts & Issues” under 
the direction of Grant Andree.

Born in Lakeland, Fla., Andree’s interest 
in performing arts began when he began 
drum lessons while in elementary school. As 
a teenager he played in “garage bands,” and 
as a student at Eastern Michigan University 
he started a small concert production com-
pany. 

Andree received a degree in philosophy 
and went on to Law School in the Detroit 
College of Law (now at Michigan State). Yet, 
after a short stint as a lawyer he went back 
to performing arts. He has been the director 
of the Arts & Issues program at SIUE since 
2007, a job much more complicated than it 
may seem.

There is one major cause for the complex 
nature of Andree’s job: logistics. Almost 
without exception all artists and speakers 
come from outside Edwardsville, many from 
other countries. Sometimes performers are 
big bands, sometimes they are individual 
speakers, but all have their own special 
needs. And there are always the unexpected 
problems.

“There is always a problem and you can 
never anticipate what that’s going to be,” 
said Andree. “For instance, with The Count 
Basie Orchestra the musicians were coming 
in from different flights all over the country 
and my transportation company made a 
mistake and I had musicians waiting at the 
airport. I had planned on doing other things 
but I had to jump in my car and go down 
and pick up a number of musicians. And 
then their luggage didn’t show up, so I had 
to trade jackets as I was coming off the stage 
and another musician was going on. So it is 

those kinds of little things that are going on 
throughout the night that keep you on your 
toes.”

Andree still remembers the first concert he 
put together at SIUE. “A lot of the arrange-
ments were made before I came on, and 
one of them was to have an RV as dressing 
room for Judy Collins,” Andree said. “Then 
the soundman shows up and says, ‘What’s 
the RV for?’ and we had it filled with all 
the hospitalities, the drinks, the pillows and 
all the stuff they wanted in their rider. He 
said, ‘We’re moving this stuff all inside,’ so 
we gather all this stuff and moved it into 
the dressing room at the Morris University 
Center.

Then the air conditioning goes down, so 
he decided to move it all back out to the RV. 
Judy Collins shows up and says, ‘What’s the 
RV for?’ and she has us move it all back into 
the dressing room! And the soundman dur-
ing all this time was yelling at everybody. So 
that was my initiation.”

For 2011-2012, Andree has put together a 
constellation of big names. “For one thing, 
we are going to do something new that we 
hope becomes an annual event and that is a 
homecoming concert,” Andree said. “And it 
is new for me because we are going into the 
Vadalabene Center.” 

On that evening, Three Dog Night, the leg-
endary band from the 1960s and 1970s, opens 
the season on Oct. 8. Neil deGrasse Tyson, 
the director of the Hayden Planetarium at 
the American Museum of Natural History 
in New York City, will speak Dec. 7 on “Our 
Past, Present, and Future in Space.” 

Tyson has written a number of books 
and has made frequent television appear-
ances, including “The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart,” “The Colbert Report,” and most 
notably as host of the PBS program “NOVA.” 
He is probably the most famous contempo-
rary American scientist.

The impact of these performances and 
talks cannot be underestimated.

“A significant amount of our audience 
does come from the region, from half a 
dozen or a dozen cities in the area, people 
who are not affiliated with SIUE. Plus we 
do some other things, too. When we are able 
to, we will distribute some free tickets to 
the Edwardsville High School or the Alton 
school.”

Last year, Arts & Issues sold out the pre-
sentations by American documentarian Ken 
Burns and autism advocate Temple Grandin. 
Each show sold 800 tickets.

“Grandin was interesting because she 
didn’t have an agent,” said Andree. “I had 
heard her a number of times on National 
Public Radio and knew she would be fantas-
tic so I just googled her and found her.”

Some events involve local participants, 
such as when Andree brought the Eisenhower 
Dance Ensemble in to perform with both 
SIUE students and students from area high 
schools.

Sometimes artists provide quite unusu-
al performances, oftentimes surprising the 
audiences.

“For Simon Shaheen, I received a lot of 

positive feedback on that because he is the 
type of artist you don’t see every day,” said 
Andree. 

"On the other hand, The Langston Hughes 
Project was very different but I also received 
a lot of feedback on that where you are com-
bining the music and the poetry.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

Denise Macdonald/SIUE

Grant Andree, left, fields questions from reporters before last year's appearance by autism advocate Temple Grandin.
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Those requests will be subject to 
approval by the village board.

Further, exemptions are limited to 
one signwalker per block, who may 
work no more than four hours in a 
single day. Applicants are limited to 
a maximum of two exemptions per 
year.

The ordinance also defines sign-
walkers as: “Any person, regardless 
of whether on public or private prop-
erty, with a commercial sign and/or 
dressed in a costume (e.g., mascot) 
that is intended to attract attention 
to the use or business being adver-
tised.”

The ordinance then defines 
what constitutes a prohibited sign: 
“Moving signs, including those of 
which all or any part of the sign 
moves or appears to move. This pro-
hibition against moving signs shall 
extend to signwalkers and devices 
including strings of light bulbs and 
rotating signs, whether part of any 
sign or maintained as an indepen-
dent feature.”

The debate as to whether or not 
signwalkers have value, however, 
appears to be one without end.

Building and Zoning Administrator 
Will Shashack said some businesses 
don’t use them and don’t like them.

“As I’ve told you before, we 
have received complaints at village 
hall,” he said. “I have received calls 
from a business which is affected, 
she believes, by signwalkers next to 
them.”

Commission member Kyle Kennett, 
however, said he has heard just the 
opposite.

“I spoke to another business per-
son next to a signwalking business 
that feels positive that any foot traffic 
is good foot traffic,” Kennett said.
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As the meeting progressed, “experts” and beginners 
worked together to become better at the game.

Klarich explained: “I saw an interest in chess last 
year in my fourth grade. It gave me the idea to start 
the chess club. 

"Chess helps students develop decision-making 
skills and requires a higher-order thinking skill," she 
said. "It aids in the growth of certain areas of the 
brain. Studies have shown that test scores improve by 
17 percent for students who regularly engage in chess 
playing. It gives the students a chance to improve on 

patience, confidence, planning and discipline. And 
they have fun doing it.”

Principal Peg Bodinet said the club is off to a great 
start. “The turnout for the program was more than we 
anticipated, and we are thrilled with the numbers," 
she said. "Students who play chess tend to develop 
excellent problem solving skills and a strong sense of 
logical thinking. Another by-product is learning a life-
long game of skill that is good exercise for the mind.“

The St. Mary’s chess club will meet monthly and is 
looking for new or gently used chess sets. Those with 
sets they would like to donate may contact the school 
office at 656-1230.
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The trial itself was brief. It began Tuesday, and by 
noon the next day, the attorneys for each side had 
presented their case and finished with closing argu-
ments. 

Circuit Judge David Hylla sent the jurors off to 
deliberate around 12:15 p.m.

The closings reiterated arguments and evidence that 
each side had presented in the courtroom. Weckmann’s 
attorney, Mark Hassakis, reminded jurors that Dorothy 
Bonn had acknowledged driving two or three miles 
per hour over the speed limit just before the March 23, 
2007 crash. Hassakis had alleged that Bonn, now 89, 
was following too closely and failed to stop her vehicle 
in time to avoid the accident. Weckmann was stopped 
in traffic on Illinois 157 when Bonn’s car struck her 
from behind.

Bonn acknowledged, in a videotaped deposition, 
that she was a car-length or two behind Weckmann by 
the time she applied the brakes.  She was not in court 
for the verdict.

Weckmann, who is 58 and lives on a horseradish 
farm in Collinsville, complained of neck pain but did 

not go to the emergency room until the next morning. 
In the intervening period, she has undergone two sur-
geries and racked up $178,000 in medical bills.

Bonn, he said, had been careless that day, and 
Weckmann should be compensated for the accident 
that ensued. Weckmann, Hassakis said, was simply 
a victim of Bonn’s negligence. “It’s akin to going to a 
shop for an oil change and they forget to put the filter 
back on, and the engine blows,” he said.

Defense attorney James Hodges characterized the 
collision as a “bump,” so slight that Bonn’s airbag 
didn’t deploy. Both drivers had referred to it as a 
“medium impact” collision.

Bonn, he said, was clearly not any more negligent 
or imprudent that day than the average driver would 
have been.

In the end, jurors awarded $69,828 for past medical 
expenses, $7,872 for loss of wages, and $5,000 for pain 
and suffering. 

“It was a long hard battle, but I’m glad she got some 
vindication for her accident,” Hassakis said afterward. 
“They put on what’s called a low-impact defense, and 
they had fun with that for a while. This is kind of a 
vindication of that.”
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Many of the workshops, she said,  
confirmed "that we are doing a lot 
things correctly," which she found 
gratifying.

Niebur, who was president of the 
Illinois Municipal League from 2002 
to 2003, remains on the board by vir-
tue of his status as a past president.

"It's been a great opportunity," 

Niebur said. "I've learned from it. 
I think people locally benefit from 
these experiences."

Niebur said he spends a day or 
two a month at the Statehouse lobby-
ing on local government issues when 
the General Assembly is in session.

"Edwardsville has been pro-active 
in expressing our objections on leg-
islation that would negatively affect 
our community," Niebur said.

For the Intelligencer

Brendan Mattingly and Tyler Tepen play a game at the St. Mary's chess club meeting.
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SIGNS St. Jacob mayor will
lead Municipal League
By OLIVER WIEST
owiest@edwpub.net

Ray Muñiz claimed two distinc-
tions when he stepped to the lec-
tern to speak as the newly elected 
president of the Illinois Municipal 
League.

He represents the smallest com-
munity —  St. Jacob, population 
1,092 — ever to see its mayor elected 
president of the organization. And 
he is the first Hispanic to hold the 
office.

Muñiz delivered a rousing speech 
at the League's annual conference at 
the Hilton Chicago Hotel last week, 
touting the power of mayors to influ-
ence political decision making when 
they act together.

"I wear the love and passion of 
that village right here on my shirt 
sleeve," Muñiz told the convention 
in his acceptance speech, which can 
be seen on YouTube.

Mayors, he said, represent "one of 
the final bastions of what democracy 
in America should be. ... As mayors, 
we see every day the hopes and 
dreams of the people we so proudly 
serve."

Unlike the Springfield politicians 

who have sunk 
the state $18 bil-
lion in debt, may-
ors and their local 
governments "live 
within our means 
by balancing our 
budgets, year in 
and year out," he 
said.

Larry Frang, 
executive direc-

tor of the Illinois Municipal League, 
which is the voice of local govern-
ment in Springfield, said Muñiz has 
been a leader in the group.

"We were very pleased that we 
have a recognized leader in the 
region representing all elected local 
officials statewide for the coming 
year," Frang said.

Said Muñiz: "It's a huge honor and 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
a small-town mayor to represent not 
only his region but the entire state."

He said his main goals are to 
"expand the voice of the Municipal 
League in Springfield," to protect 
the local governments' share of state 
income tax and other money and to 
fight unfunded mandates.

Muñiz

CRASH
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The attempted aggravated crimi-
nal sexual assault conviction carries 
a maximum sentence of 15 years. 

If Napp determines that the crime 
was exceptionally heinous and bru-
tal, Recklein would be eligible for an 
additional 4 to 30 years. 

The attack occurred after mid-
night on May 1, 2008. Recklein and a 
childhood friend of the victim, Craig 
Carson, had been drinking at a bar 
in Caseyville that night. The 20-year-
old victim stayed at home. Carson 
passed out and was driven home by 
the bartender. Prosecutors say that 
Recklein stole Carson’s phone that 
night and called the victim and lured 
her to Horseshoe Lake State Park by 
saying that Carson was drunk and 
needed to be picked up, according 
testimony at the trial. 

Prosecutors say the victim was 
raped and that Recklein’s DNA was 
found in the victim’s underwear. 

Stegmeyer argued that evidence 

presented at the trial did not prove 
that Recklein raped the victim and 
that the evidence was circumstan-
tial. 

At the sentencing hearing, the vic-
tim testified that she and Carson had 
been friends since they were 7 years 
old and that she went to the park 
that night because she thought he 
needed help. 

Recklein attacked her from behind 
and put her in a headlock until she 
passed out, she said. She told Napp 
that she woke up in a hospital with a 
broken facial bone and two fractured 
ribs. She was hospitalized for about 
two weeks. 

The woman told Napp that she 
had spent about $10,000 of her own 
money and $17,000 from family and 
friends for doctor bills and other 
rehabilitation. The state, through 
the Victim’s Compensation Act, 
has reimbursed her for many of her 
expenses, although she argued that 
Recklein should be made to reim-
burse the state.

RECKLEIN
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A driver’s failure to turn her blink-
er on Wednesday afternoon led to 
a traffic stop near Granite City that 
triggered a cascade of traffic and 
other charges against her.

Christina W. Little, 29, of Granite 
City, was driving on Pearl Street, 
just before 2:30 p.m, when a deputy 
pulled her car over for failing to sig-
nal and failing to wear a seatbelt. 

During the stop, the deputy devel-
oped probable cause to arrest her 
for DUI, according to a news release 
from the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department. It was enhanced to a 
felony when it was learned that Little 
had been convicted of a DUI on Sept. 
3, 2004. 

The deputy learned that she was 
also wanted on four additional out-
standing warrants, including domes-
tic battery, criminal trespass to prop-
erty, driving while license suspended, 
and theft under $300.

Little was issued additional traf-
fic citations including driving on a 
revoked license, failing to use a turn 
signal, failure to wear a seatbelt, and 
illegal transportation of alcohol. Her 
bail was set at $20,000. She was in cus-
tody at the county jail on Thursday.

Turn signal failure
leads to charges

Ex-city official accused of embezzling
WOOD RIVER (AP) — The for-

mer assistant finance director of 
the southwestern Illinois city of 
Wood River is accused of embez-
zling nearly $143,000 from city 
accounts.

Madison County prosecutors 
have charged 41-year-old Leslie 
Dona with theft of over $100,000, 
money laundering and official mis-

conduct.
Authorities allege that Dona 

issued unauthorized checks to her-
self from city funds and pocketed 
the money.

The city’s police chief says 
Dona altered software, destroyed 
records, manipulated funds and 
generated false reports to hide the 
transactions. 

Yearly audits by two outside 
accounting firms failed to disclose 
the discrepancies.

A message seeking comment 
Friday at Dona’s home was not 
returned. Online court records did 
not show whether she has an attor-
ney.

Dona was jailed on $500,000 
bond.


