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“Reading is a kind of listening,” Jeffrey 
Skoblow, professor of English language 
and literature at SIUE, explained. “You, the 
reader, listen to what the author is telling 
you about whatever it might be, but always 
in some way that says what it means to 
be human.” Part of the process of reading 
is responding, reacting both emotionally 
and intellectually, Skoblow added. And he 
should know. Skoblow has spent his career 
– and his life – listening, learning and 
responding.

Born in New York City, he grew up on 
Long Island. He said that he was a rather 
indifferent student, at least until he was 
about 15. 

“I remember my teacher giving us a long 
list of books and we had to pick any two 
of them to read,” he said. “I didn’t care 
about it much, but I chose J.D. Salinger’s 
“Catcher in the Rye,” and after the first 
sentence I was hooked.” Skoblow said that 
at that moment he became a reader and a 
listener. He started devouring books and he 
started responding by writing his own short 
stories and poetry. He said that he thought 
he would become a writer, but in his senior 
year of college he fell in love with another 
way of responding to literature. He discov-
ered teaching. “A college professor gave me 
an opportunity to teach and I loved it,” he 
said. 

Skoblow went to graduate school at The 
Johns Hopkins University and received a 
position as a teaching adjunct in the writing 
program at the University of California Los 
Angeles.

“My wife and I were looking to leave 
L.A.,” Skoblow said. “The overload, the 
barrage of stimuli, the glitter and cultural 
smugness just kind of wore us down.” So 
they decided to look for some place that 
was the opposite of Los Angeles. “Small, 
slow, quiet and clean was the mantra,” he 
said. They came to Edwardsville in 1987 
and have lived here ever since.

Skoblow received his Ph.D. in Victorian 
British literature, and his first book explored 

the poetry of 19th century English poet 
William Morris. Since then, he has pub-

lished a number of other articles, essays and 
books. In his latest book, “In a Trance: On 

Paleo Art,” Skoblow “reads” and responds 
to the Paleolithic cave paintings found in 
southern France and northern Spain. Many 
different people created these paintings 
over a 30,000-year span. While archaeol-
ogists and anthropologists examine them 
for meaning, Skoblow responds to them in 
a different way. He explores our own con-
nection to those images and the people who 
painted them. 

“I am trying to understand the continu-
ities of experiences from Paleolithic cave 
dwellers to modern humans,” Skoblow 
explained. “What does it mean to be 
human? It’s an enduring question that has 
had many answers.”

In addition to his writing, Skoblow also 
responds to reading and listening to authors 
of great literature through his teaching. 
“Teaching very much involves listening – 
listening to the students to learn what and 
how they think,” he said, adding that he 
teaches his students how to read or listen 
to authors, and he helps them respond. 
“I want my students to react to authors. I 
want them to respond emotionally as well 
as intellectually.” 

Skoblow is now writing a book about 
teaching. “Its fiction,” he said, “but it obvi-
ously reflects my own experiences.” He is 
planning the book to be a collection of eight 
short stories. The book is simply another 
way for Skoblow to respond after having 
read and listened to a great number of peo-
ple, ranging from world-renowned authors 
to nameless cave painters to eager college 
students. “It’s all about trying to under-
stand what it means to be human.”

Stephen Hansen is the  Interim Dean of the  
College of Arts and Sciences at SIUE.

Understanding the process behind reading
Stephen Hansen

College Talk

Dr. Jeffrey Skoblow during one of his lectures at SIUE.
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“I spoke with the village attorney who informed me that as long as I intend-
ed to return, and indeed I did return, there was no legal issue surrounding 
my temporary relocation,” Harmony said as she read aloud from a statement 
during the meeting. “I have been at my (new) residence since January and am 
a registered resident for all utilities. My driver’s license has been updated to 
reflect my new address, and I have updated my voter registration as well.” 

Ross Breckenridge, Chairman of the Public Services Committee, asked why 
this issue could not be discussed during an executive session since Harmony 
was confirmed as a resident. 

Bruckert said state law is very specific that an issue of this nature could not 
be discussed during an executive session.

Jackstadt said he alerted Harmony that this discussion was on the agenda 
before Tuesday night so she wouldn’t be blindsided and also commented on 
his desire for transparency. 

“I’ve had citizens complaining to me and I want to be transparent so the 
board and public are aware that Illinois law allows this,” he said. “As far as 
I’m concerned, this can be done.”

Harmony did offer her thoughts on the entire situation. “It is more concern-
ing to me that someone has clearly been invading my privacy concerning my 
personal life,” she said.  "At this point, the matter should be closed.”
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“Executors of the estate attempted to sell the plot with no success, but 
through our outreach efforts the executors thought that we may have use for 
the plot,” Miles told them.

Requirements for the cemetery plot included being a veteran who served 
in a branch of the U.S. military, an Edwardsville Township resident at the 
time of death, and have a financial need, according to a news release from 
the township.

“I thought it would be a great opportunity to provide a unique assistance 
to veterans, in addition to the assistance programs we already provide to 
township residents,” Miles said in the release. “Edwardsville Township offers 
two assistance programs to residents, General Assistance and Emergency 
Assistance. These programs assist residents with little or no income with 
shelter, utilities, food, and personal items. The General Assistance program 
also provides for burial assistance for recipients who pass.”

Sunset Hills, which has been around since 1924, is non-sectarian and offers 
special benefits for members of fire and police departments, unions and vet-
erans, according to information on the Sunset Funeral Home website. 

Any families interested in the plot, as well as any questions, should be 
directed to the Edwardsville Township office, at 656-0292. 

The office is located at 300 W. Park St., in Edwardsville. 
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Garrett said that the district’s program includes 
Young Athletes, Project Unify and Special Olympics 
traditional sports program.  “The Special Olympic 
Athlete Oath is 'Let me win.  But if I cannot win, let 
me be brave in the attempt,'” Garret noted.  

The Young Athletes program is designed for stu-
dents ages 2 through 7 who are not old enough yet 
to participate in the traditional sports.  “It’s goal 
is to really incorporate students with and without 

disabilities.  It is designed to introduce students to 
the world of sports and develop fundamental gross 
motor skills such as running, jumping, kicking and 
throwing,” Garrett said.  “We implemented this pro-
gram at Leclaire and Nelson Elementary schools the 
past school year and they participated in their P.E. 
hour with a peer buddy to learn those skills.”

The Young Athletes culminating event was held 
on May 12 at the high school where 48 athletes 
and peer-buddies participated at this event.  “Over 
200 students from Leclaire, Nelson and Woodland 
Elementary schools filled the stands to cheer on 
our athletes,” Garret said.  “It was a great day.  At 
the end of that Young Athletes event, there was an 
Olympic-style awards ceremony and each student 

received an award.”
The purpose of Project Unify is to develop school-

wide initiatives to promote awareness of students 
with special needs and disabilities.  Initiatives 
include respect and awareness campaigns, poster 
contests, videos, school-wide announcements by 
Student Council and F.I.T./G.O. students.  District 7 
students made and aired special videos this past year 
as part of its awareness campaign.

During the 2014-15 school year, the district offered 
traditional sports of basketball, aquatics and track 
and field.  Three athletes competed in basketball on 
Jan. 24 in Mascoutah.  Then on March 21 District 
7 hosted the Regional Special Olympics Aquatics 
competition at the Chuck Fruit Aquatic Center where 

over 100 athletes competed from across the region, 
including six athletes from District 7.  Over 50 
District 7 staff members and students volunteered to 
help with the event.

On May 2, 16 athletes competed in track and field 
at the Special Olympics Spring Games hosted by 
SIUE.  About 500 Special Olympic athletes competed 
at the event, and 13 District 7 athletes qualified for 
the state meet.  Then on June 13, five district athletes 
competed at the Special Olympics Summer Games in 
Bloomington.

Plans for the 2015-16 school year include the con-
tinuation of the Young Athletes, Project Unify and 
traditional sports programs but the sports of bowl-
ing, volleyball, bocce and soccer will also be added. 
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And it hasn’t just been him alone through 
his journey. His wife and two children are 
also pillars in his life.

“My wife’s name is Emma and we’ve been 
married for 23 years,” he said as he crossed 
his legs and hoisted his arms from his side 
and grabbed his knees. “We got married the 
last couple of months I was at Morehouse,” 
he said with a smile. “She’s a great lady and 
I have two great kids, too.”

In July 2000, Benton and his family moved 

to the metropolitan Detroit area, and he 
served as Associate Pastor of Outreach 
Ministries at Hope United Methodist Church 
in Michigan. 

From there, he moved back to Atlanta in 
2003 where he served and accomplished 
monumental tasks and projects. While in 
Atlanta, Benton served as Associated 
Equipping Pastor of Ousley United 
Methodist Church in Lithonia, Ga. In 2004, 
he became the founding/lead pastor of a 
new church named “I.S.A.I.A.H.” In 2009, 
he became Lead Pastor of Flat Rock-Isaiah 
UMC in Lithonia, Ga. 

In 2011, he and his family moved to 
Fairview Heights where he began serving as 
Associate Pastor of Christ United Methodist 

Church, the largest church in Methodism in 
Illinois.

He is now taking over as Senior Pastor at 
St. John’s United Methodist Church here in 
Edwardsville. 

“We are very passionate about growing. 
People are welcome and we are very excit-
ed,” he said with enthusiasm. When talking 
about the plans and potential he sees about 
to happen in his latest adventure, he can’t 
help but smile and laugh, optimistic about 
a future secure in his beliefs. “Everyone will 
be treated well from the time they enter the 
parking lot until they leave the building. We 
don’t want to simply be a one-hour experi-
ence. We want to be in their lives.”

When Benton isn’t working, you can prob-

ably find him sipping iced tea and listening 
to jazz music. “I could listen to jazz for 3 
or 4 hours,” he said. “There are some new 
cats doing stuff. Right now, my favorite is 
Gregory Porter, vocally that is.” He’s also a 
lover of classical music.

If he’s not listening to jazz or classical 
music, you can probably catch him read-
ing Howard Thurman, his all-time favorite 
author. “’Deep is the Hunger’ is my favorite 
of his books.” He’s also a fan of a good game 
of basketball or on a slower day, golf. 

“The one book I keep reading is the Bible,” 
he said. “It’s all good, but my favorite is 
Isaiah. He’s the blind prophet who sees bet-
ter than anyone else. To vision and dream 
and then try to pull people beyond their 

comfort zone to see the possibilities God is 
capable of is amazing.”

One of the first things Benton says he is 
going to do is a call-to-action for the men 
in the church. “The reality is churches need 
a balance of men and woman and we don’t 
have enough men in our churches. They 
don’t know they are needed as much as 
they are needed. I’m not asking them to be 
with me every night, but I am asking them 
to be with me every day, so to speak,” he 
said. “I’m looking forward to it.” Benton 
also maintains a busy national speaking 
schedule, and has begun writing his first 
book, which he says is a long-term goal God 
placed on his call and heart. He will officially 
start in July. 
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COCA – the Center for Creative Arts – has 
announced its upcoming schedule.

COCA is located at 524 Trinity Ave. in St. Louis. 
For more information, visit www.cocastl.org or 
call 314-725-6555.

June 1-August 14
COCA 2015 Summer Arts Camps
COCA Summer Arts Camps for ages 3 to 

18 feature a multitude of options for explor-
ing theatre, dance, music, visual arts, culinary 
arts and more. Multidisciplinary themed camps 
allow kids and teens the opportunity to combine 
activities in several areas. Camps are available 
in one-week sessions, with morning, afternoon 
and full-day options. Before and After Care 
available; additional fees apply. Camps meet 
Monday, June 1-Friday, August 14, at COCA, 
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO, and Whitfield 
School, 175 S Mason Road, Creve Coeur, MO. Call 
314-725-6555 or visit www.cocastl.org for more 
information. COCA 2015 Summer Arts Camps 
are presented by Mercy Kids.

June 1-August 15
COCA 2015 Summer Arts Classes
COCA offers child, teen and adult classes in Art 

and Design, Early Childhood, Ballet, Hip-Hop, 
Jazz, Modern, Tap, Social and Cultural Dance, 
Fitness, Theatre, and Voice and Music. Multi-
class discounts and payment plans available. 2015 
Summer Arts Classes Meet Monday, June 1-Friday, 
August 15, at COCA, 524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, 
MO. Call 314-725-6555 or visit www.cocastl.org for 
more information.

June 5 – August 28
COCA Gallery Exhibition: Jenny Murphy: 

GOODS
GOODS is Jenny Murphy’s new exploration in 

consumption, or more aptly, anti-consumption. 
This site- specific installation encourages viewers to 
look at common household items through a radical 
lens in which they are the designer, creator, and 
consumer. After founding the non-profit Perennial 
in 2011, Murphy embarked on a mission to empow-
er people to live resourcefully and sustainably by 
teaching them the skills to transform discarded 
items into valued and cherished resources. Now, 
in a new investigation of small economies and the 

ever-present big-box store, Murphy invites viewers 
to step into GOODS to rethink, reuse, and go shop-
ping. The opening reception is Friday, June 5, from 
6:00-8:00pm in the Millstone Gallery at COCA, 524 
Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO. The exhibition is 
free and open to the public through Friday, August 
28. Call 314.725.6555 or visit www.cocastl.org for 
more information. Presented by the Arthur and 
Helen Baer Charitable Foundation, with additional 
support provided by The Millstone Foundation and 
Missouri Arts Council.

July 31
COCA Youth Summer Musical: Disney’s Peter 

Pan Jr.
Based on the Disney film and J.M. Barrie’s 

enchanting tale, this classic musical tells the story 
of the boy who wouldn’t grow up. Directed by 
Libby Salvia with musical direction by Stephen 
Eros. The performance is Friday, July 31 at COCA, 
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Tickets are $6- 8. 
Call 314-725-6555 or visit www.cocastl.org for more 
information.

Disney’s Peter Pan Jr. is presented through spe-
cial arrangement with Music Theatre International 
(MTI). All authorized performance materials 
are also supplied by MTI. 421 West 54th Street, 
New York, NY 10019. Phone 212.541.4694. Fax 
212.397.4684. www.MTIshows.com

August 22
Taste of COCA: Family Style
At COCA, everyone’s a part of the family!All 

are welcome to join us at COCA for a morning of 
sampler classes and behind-the-scenes peeks at 
COCA performances, all while enjoying a delicious 
waffle breakfast. Classes will range from adult & 
teen hip-hop to early childhood visual arts to fun 
improv games. This event is hosted by the COCA 
Associate Board and will take place on Saturday, 
August 22 from 9:00am-12:00pm at COCA, 524 
Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Tickets are $5-10. 
Call 314-725-6555 or visit www.cocastl.org for more 
information.

September 8-December 21
COCA Fall Arts Classes
COCA’s wide array of fall classes—from 

dance, to theatre, to visual arts, and every-
thing in between— being September 8 an run 
through December 21. Please check out website 
at www.cocastl.org for more information on 

class schedules and registration.
October 2-11
Fall down the rabbit hole with this original dance 

production, created and choreographed by Anthony 
“Redd” Williams, that puts a hip-hop spin on Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. Valiant Alex has lost 
control of his dream world wUNDERland to the 
Red King, who has turned the world completely 
dark and imprisoned everyone under his evil rule. 
In order for Alex to restore wUNDERland to the 
beautiful place it once was, he will have to travel 
back to this mythical land and claim his rightful 
place as the creator and king of the land, with the 
help of a larger-than-life Mad Hatter, Cheshire Cat 
and many more whimsical characters. Experience 
this classic upside-down fantasy world through 
a whole new lens with dazzling costumes, visual 
effects, contemporary music and cutting-edge hip-
hop choreography. Just as hip-hOZ did before it, the 
original story of wUNDERland is sure to excite and 
electrify viewers.

Anthony “Redd” Williams is the Artistic 
Director of the COCA Hip-Hop Crew and Dance 
Coordinator of COCA’s Hip-Hop program. He has 
performed on tours, in music videos and in tele-
vision commercials for some of hip-hop’s biggest 
recording artists including Beyoncé and Lady Gaga.

Season subscriptions are now on sale. Single tick-
ets will go on sale Tuesday, August 26. Performances 
are Friday, October 2 & 9 at 7:00pm; Saturday, 
October 3 & 10 at 5:00pm; Sunday, October 4 & 11 
at 1:00pm & 4:00pm in COCA’s Founders’ Theatre, 
524 Trinity Ave., St. Louis, MO. Tickets cost $16-20. 
Call 314.725.6555 or visit www.cocastl.org for more 
information. #COCAPresents #wUNDERland

October 2
wUNDER Night in wUNDERland Family Event
Fall down the rabbit hole for a night of family 

fun, food and fantastical characters...including a 
chance to try out your own hip-hop moves during 
a fun COCA dance lesson! Be the FIRST to see the 
WORLD PREMIERE of wUNDERland, all while 
supporting COCA! The fun starts at 5:30PM on 
October 2 with the world premiere performance 
starting at 7:00PM in COCA’s Founders’ Theatre, 
524 Trinity Ave., St. Louis, MO. Tickets are $35 
and VIP tickets are $50. Contact Virginia Howell 
at vhowell@cocastl.org for more information or 
visit www.cocastl.org.
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