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Social workers serve the most vulnerable 
in our society, people who the general public 
does not notice – or does not want to notice.  
Among the most at risk are the homeless. In 
2014, 558 people were found to be experienc-
ing homelessness in Madison County, with 
more than half being children. One person 
who is working to make these invisible peo-
ple more visible is Jayme Swanke, an assistant 
professor in the department of social work at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 

“I think a lot of folks think, ‘This problem 
doesn’t impact me. I live in a good com-
munity. My family is doing well,’” Swanke 
said. “But it does impact everybody. If they 
are not in a stable home, then these kids are 
bounding from school to school. That costs 
our school system money every time that a 
kid changes school.” Money, she added, that 
could be used to better the overall education 
system. 

Swanke and her students in the social 
work program work with Madison County 
Continuum to End Homelessness. She 
explained that every county or region in the 
nation as a continuum dedicated to address 
the problem of homelessness. Each year these 
continuums conduct a “point in time” count 

during the last 10 days of January of the num-
ber of homeless in a community.

“Those numbers are reported to the 
U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and to Congress,” she said. 
“Those numbers dictate the funding that our 
county receives.”

SIUE’s social work department assists the 

Madison County Continuum in two major 
projects a year, the annual count and in 
Project Homeless Connect, an event that 
brings together providers of services and the 
people who need them. This year’s event was 
held on Jan. 28 in Collinsville. Participants 
distributed food, clothing and hygiene sup-
plies to attendees. Students participate in 
a variety of ways, Swanke said. Graduate 
students organize and plan the event in a 
course focused on community and neighbor-
hood practice. In the spring undergraduate 
students volunteer for the count and Project 
Homeless Connect events. 

When asked what comes as the biggest 
eye opener for students participating in the 
projects, Swanke said that any pre-conceived 
notions that they had concerning homeless-
ness are crushed. 

“What they picture as an individual who 
is experiencing homelessness is somebody 
who is mentally ill, addicted to a substance 
or just a bum,” she said. “They don’t think 
of somebody who’s probably working one 
or two jobs and has a family and maybe got 
sick, is behind on their rent or who lost their 
job because they got sick. What students learn 
is this can happen to anybody. If you hit a 

bump in the road and you get behind, then 
this could be your family.”

She pointed to some of the social and finan-
cial costs related to homelessness. The social 
cost to families is high—instability, insecurity, 
tension and conflict – and are particularly 
hard on children. There are financial costs 
to taxpayers and health care providers, as 
well, when families are unstable. Swanke 
described a connection between homeless-
ness and higher health care and educational 
costs, as well as issues of employability and 
crime that can follow in the wake of unstable 
families. 

Swanke described a program called “Rapid 
Re-housing,” which focuses on keeping peo-
ple in their homes, helping them to not 
experience homelessness in the first place. 
The program provides short-term rental assis-
tance so the family can get on their feet and 
keep their home. The benefits to this program 
are both economic and social, Swanke added.  
Economically, it’s cheaper to keep people 
in their housing than provide services after 
the fact. Socially, family stability is increased 
and this prevents some of the consequences 
described above. 

“Let’s say somebody lives in Collinsville 

and has a job there. If they lose their apart-
ment and have to go into shelter in Granite 
City, how will they get to their job? How will 
kids get to school? If somebody in the family 
loses their job, then the family has been set 
back even further,” she said.

When asked what she would do if she had 
a magic wand to fix the problem of homeless-
ness, Swanke answered, “We need enough 
services for everybody—not just those who 
are the worst off, but the middle class fami-
lies who struggle to pay the day care bill, for 
families who are trying to manage without 
assistance. It’s hard. It leads to cynicism, the 
mentality that, ‘No one’s helping me, why 
should I help them?’ We need a different 
value system.

“It’s not just a soft-headed argument that 
we should help people,” she said. “It’s an 
economic argument that affects society.”

Kathleen Tunney, is the Chair of the Department 
of Social Work at SIUE
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A motion and second were made and the 
committee is recommending approval by the city 
council to approve a resolution authorizing the 
mayor to enter into a long-term lease agreement 
with SIUE.

In other business, Welle gave the committee an 
update on a fire that happened at the Huntleigh 

Apartments on the night of Jan. 30.
According to Welle, it was a cooking fire, which 

damaged a total of three apartments.
“No one was hurt, fortunately, but it was one of 

those situations that could have turned ugly real-
ly, really fast. We actually had to pull a couple of 
residents off of their balcony because the smoke 
was so thick in the main hallway,” Welle said. 

A new owner recently purchased the property 
and, according to Welle, is interested in remodel-
ing and bringing up the safety standards at the 
apartments.

Finally, an update was given on the accident 

that occurred on Feb. 3 at the intersection of 
Center Grove Road and Route 157.

Edwardsville Police Chief Jay Keeven said 
the Illinois State Police are still working on the 
reconstruction portion of the accident. He said 
two months is a good time for the turnaround on 
the reports from ISP.

The SIUE police officer, Ryan Bandy, 29, was 
treated at the Anderson Hospital and released.

There was no new information about Brittanie 
Schafer, 25, of Wood River, who was transported 
by ARCH helicopter to Saint Louis University 
Hospital.
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“And so what the art auction does is create a fund so that we can bring in 
visiting artists that then spend usually two days giving seminars, workshops 
– they spend an intense two days with  students and it gives the students an 
experience outside of their professors.  It is incredibly relevant.”

Andi elaborated about the importance of funding the visits of artists to 
campus by retelling a story that one of the FOA board members told her.  “A 
lot of members on our board are alums.  One I know pretty well, and she 
was saying that when she went of to graduate school, one of the people who 
wrote her a recommendation was an artist who had been at SIU as a visiting 
artist and had gotten to know her,” Andi said.  “They had continued to com-
municate and that person had continued to help her with her work in terms 
of critiques and ideas and then wrote her a recommendation that got her into 
graduate school.  So those are the kinds of experiences we’re helping give the 
students with this (fundraiser), which is pretty amazing.”

About 120 art pieces will be auctioned off to the highest bidder during the 
live auction while several other smaller art pieces will be sold through a silent 
auction.  All of the art will have been donated by faculty, alumni, students or 
friends of the program.  “We have an incredible network,” Andi said.  “The 
faculty usually all give us something.  They generously donate pieces that 
would go for a lot more somewhere else.  Students give us work, too, which 
I always think is incredibly wonderful because I  remember being a student 
and when you make something and give it away for free, it’s hard.  We also 
have a huge network of alumni that give us pieces.”

Andi pointed out that the big change to the auction this year is that the 
fundraiser is being moved back to campus.  “It started out on campus but as it 
grew, it’s moved around a bit,” she said.  “We were out at the country club for 
a number of years. The last five, six years, it’s been at Lewis and Clark in the 
Leclaire Room. This year by request of the faculty, and I think it’s a relevant 
request, they wanted to move it back to campus.”

This year’s auction will take place in the Art West Gallery located in the Art 
& Design West building on the SIUE campus.  “In that new Art West building 
is a gallery space,” Andi explained.  “The faculty said why not move it back 
to campus and use the gallery space.  They really felt that if the  auction were 
back on campus, the faculty and students would take a little more ownership 
of it and participate a little more.  So the shape is going to be new and an 
exciting thing for all of us.”

Tickets for the March 19 auction are $5 for the general public, and tickets 
will be available for purchase at the door.  Admission is free for all SIUE 
students, donors for the auction and Friends of Art members. A cash bar and 
food will be available.

Doors for the auction open at 6 p.m. for a preview, and Ahrens & Niemeier 
auctioneers will start the bidding at 7 p.m. 

Free parking will be provided in Lot B (SIUE’s Visitor’s Lot). Although 
parking will not be available adjacent to the building, attendees may be 
dropped off at the doors behind the Art & Design West building.

“It’s nice that we have such a great network of alumni and friends and local 
artists and faculty that helps with this,” Andi said.  “It’s a huge amount of 
work and as you’re doing this you think, 'Oh, why am I doing this?'  But at 
the end of that night as you watch the whole thing, you think, 'Wow, we did 
a good thing.' It should be a pretty amazing event.  I’m excited.”

For more information visit the Friends of Art website at www.siue.edu/

artsandsciences/art/friends.shtml or contact friendsofart.siue@yahoo.com To 
view images of artwork to be auctioned, visit Friends of Art SIUE on 
Facebook.
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Bowden pointed out that there is 
a big difference financially between 
the two options.

“You’re taking about $6.2 million 
as opposed to $4.8 million. This 
curve here, we put in three lanes, 
about $900,000,” Bowden said as he 
pointed to the northern most curve 
under consideration.

One of Harmony’s concerns is 
development along that portion of 
Old Troy Road, which has already 
begun with the current construction 
of Father McGivney Catholic High 
School.

While she believes improvements 
should have been made years ago 
to the roadway, she doesn’t want 
to see a two-lane update completed 
only to be replaced by three lanes 
later on.

Further, she believes the proposed 
rural two-lane road without curbs 
and gutters doesn’t offer the safety 
of a three-lane configuration.

“I don’t believe we’re hodgepodg-
ing it because there’s the problem: 
There are no new developments 
at this point,” Bowden said. “The 
village doesn’t have $6.2 million. 
The village can manage a safe route, 
two lanes. It’s a matter of cost effec-
tiveness. It will be a safe rural route, 
it’s going to be a little bit wider. We 
could be waiting forever for $6.2 
million.”

Harmony, however, remained 

unconvinced.
“You’re not going to wait for 

$6.2 million. You’d have to bond it 
or something,” she said. “I don’t 
believe you do a project like this 
piecemeal. It’s frustrating it wasn’t 
dealt with and it’s in such disre-
pair.”

Trustee Mary Ann Smith, a 
member of the Public Services 
Committee, which has reviewed 
the plans twice in the last two 
months, is a proponent of using 
impact fees, collected from devel-
opers, to fund a third lane if it is 
needed.

The village will pay Juneau 
Associates $3,750 for submitting 
the STP grant application.

In other business, the board 
approved adopting its Americans 
with Disabilities Act Transition 

Plan.
Oates Associates drew up the 

transition plan, which outlines 
what can be done on village-owned 
property to make it more ADA 
compliant.

Such tasks include making pub-
lic sidewalks wider, adding hand 
rails up staircases or enlarging 
restrooms in municipal buildings.

The village was required to make 
the transition plan available for 
public inspection and that period 
has now passed.

“The village had the ADA plan 
out for public comment for the 
required 30 days, actually it was 45 
days,” Bowden said. "We did review 
some comments from a local citizen. 
I worked with Oates. There were 
some general comments that were 
integrated into the document.”

Do The Right Thing
The February Do The Right Thing Award winners were recognized at the Feb. 9 Edwardsville District 7 Board of Education meeting. Winners are: Aaron Keune, Molly Denmon, Austin Greer, 
Lawrence "Maxwell" Hartman, Taylor Robinson and Jasmine Jones from Edwardsville High School; Kaden Chiapelle, Jacquelin Anderson and Ellen Cantrell from Lincoln Middle School; Kenneth 
Giese, Jonathan Zarr, Abigail Schrobilgen, Talia Holmes and Daniel Duncan from Liberty Middle School; Dayton Crossley, Anna Erber, Nevaeh Kiley and Ella Reed from Columbus Elementary; 
Maeci Goewey, Joe Burkhart and Phillip Multidor from Worden Elementary; Matthew Reames, Samantha Staley and Jackson Summers from Woodland Elementary; Rowan Weller, Andrew Wang 
and Kendall Riechmann from Glen Carbon Elementary; Samantha Cornejo and Kalia Cornejo from Hamel Elementary; Owen Hicks and Dean Schlarman from Midway Elementary; Clayton 
Mitchell, Aspen Van and Emma Miller from Nelson School; Nicole Johnson, Jacoby Roberson, Nicolas Sheppard, Jacob Holtgrave and Saisrivarsha Venigalla from Cassenes Elementary; Gwen 
Harkey, Grady Walker and Lucas Hutton from Leclaire Elementary; and Caroline Wigton, Ariana Muratov, Reese Hampton and Tori Wise from Goshen Elementary.
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ARTSIUE to stage production of "Venus"
For the Intelligencer

With a cast of four and a chorus of five, thir-
ty-one scenes, and a number of original songs, 
Venus—the true-life story of Saartjie Baartman, 
the Venus Hottentot—is brought to life by Parks 
who received her second Obie Award for the best 
Off-Broadway play of the year in 1996.  Time 
Magazine wrote, “The true story of a 19th cen-
tury Hottentot woman shipped from Africa to 
England and displayed as a freak was turned into 
a chilly but gripping play by Suzan-Lori Parks.”  

 In 1810, Baartman, a member of the Khoi-
San peoples of South Africa, was transported to 
London and Paris, where she was dubbed “The 
Hottentot Venus” and put on public display in 
near nude conditions. Her “act” generated a 
thriving business: the display of her genitalia 

and buttocks, determined to be “abnormal” by 
European standards, was not only the source of 
the attraction but also became the model for black 
female uniqueness during the Victorian era. 

These facts provide Parks with the opportunity 
to fashion a drama that concerns itself less with 
history than with the quirkiness of society. Venus 
follows Baartman’s experience in Europe from 
her departure from Africa to her untimely death 
in Paris and finds fascination with the relation-
ship between this “Venus” and her sponsor, the 
Baron Docteur, thereby becoming a most unusual 
love story.  The New York Times had this to say, 
“Venus is a formidable experience: a gnarly but 
brilliant meditation on the ambiguity of race, 
history, the colonized imagination, sexuality, and 
theatrical storytelling itself.”

Venus opens in the Metcalf Theater space at 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, 47 
Circle Drive, on February 20-21 at 7:30 p.m., 
February 22 at 2:00 p.m., February 25-28 at 
7:30 p.m., and March 1 at 2:00 p.m.  A Talkback 
post-show discussion of the play will be held on 
Sunday, February 22 with Dr. Sandra Weissinger, 
Assistant Professor of Sociology and Criminal 
Justice Studies.  

Ticket prices are adults $12, seniors and non-SI-
UE students $10, and SIUE students receive free 
admission with a valid I.D.  Group rates are 
available.  To purchase tickets visit the SIUE 
Department of Theater and Dance box office 
located inside Katherine Dunham Hall on the 
SIUE campus, or charge by phone by calling 
the Dunham Hall fine arts box office at 618-
650-2774.  Visit the website at www.siue.edu/
artsandsciences/theater.


