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Oct. 5, 1957 was a momentous day 
for the world, and, in a unique way, for 
a 6-year-old boy in Venezuela. It was 
on that day that the world found out 
about the Soviet Union’s launch the 
day before of Sputnik, the world’s first 
artificial satellite and a major volley in 
the superpowers’ race to space. 

For Aldemaro Romero Jr., it was the 
day that he decided to become an astro-
naut “I asked my father to buy me some 
books about astronomy and then Santa 
brought me a telescope,” said Romero. 

His father, who he said was ‘realistic,’ 
told him that he would have to be either 
Russian or American to be an astronaut. 
“With that, my dreams were dashed,” 
Romero added. But not for long. 

A trip to the movies to see a film by 
the French underwater explorer Jacques 
Cousteau showed the young Romero 
that space was not the only world to be 
explored. 

Romero’s father was no stranger to 
ambition either. He was a famous com-
poser and orchestra leader in Venezuela 
who gained worldwide acclaim and 
worked with the likes of Frank Sinatra 
and Dean Martin.

In Venezuela, he hosted the equiv-
alent of the Ed Sullivan show in the 
United States. Romero would some-
times accompany his father to the stu-
dio and watch the live performances. At 
home, he would oftentimes mimic his 
father ’s mannerisms as he was playing 
or writing music.

“He said to me, ‘Oh, you have an ear 
for music. I am going to get you to con-
duct my orchestra on live TV,’” Romero 
said. 

“So I became famous as a conductor, 
so to speak,” he added. “In fact, I was 
asked to conduct an orchestra for a 
full-length movie in Venezuela called 
‘Papalepe.’ If you go to the Internet, 
either it is on YouTube or Vimeo, you 
can actually see a video of me conduct-
ing that orchestra.” 

And while Romero remains active 
to this day in music, it is biology that 
led to his own fame – and to threats of 
death.

He received his bachelor ’s degree 
in biology from the University of 
Barcelona in Spain, and his doctorate in 
biology from the University of Miami 
in Florida. It was after completing his 
Ph.D. that Romero took a position with 
the Nature Conservancy in Washington, 
D.C. 

The organization was expanding its 
operations in Latin America and sent 
Romero back to Venezuela to be pro-
gram director. He and his staff began 
work on a biological inventory.

“I discovered that dolphins were 
being killed by some fishermen in 
order to use their meat as shark bait, 
which doesn’t make any sense because 
those sharks will bait after anything,” 
Romero said. 

He and his crew videotaped the 
slaughter and reported the dolphin 
killings to the Venezuelan government. 

He even testified before the 
Venezuelan Congress, urging them to 
educate the fishermen that the dolphins 
would be more valuable to them as part 
of eco-tourism. The government, he 
said, did nothing.

“I was later invited to give a guest 
lecture to a conservation biology class 
at the University of Miami,” Romero 
said. “In the audience was someone 
who belonged to a conservation group 
that specialized in dolphins.” Romero 
gave the man a copy of the video he had 
made of the dolphin killings. 

“Two weeks later when I was back 
in Venezuela I got a call from CNN 
International. They wanted to do a 
piece about it,” Romero said. 

“Once the piece was shown interna-
tionally, including in the United States, 
the Venezuelan consulate in Miami and 
the Venezuelan embassy in Washington 
claimed to have received over 50,000 
faxes and letters from very irritated 
Americans. That is when my problems 
started.”

Romero said that he began receiving 
phone calls at his home, threatening 
both he and his family. 

“They detailed the names and school 
schedules of my daughters,” he said. 

“When that happens in those countries, 
you better leave.” 

The family fled to the United States 
where they were given protection by 
the U.S. government. “Something my 
family and I are very grateful to this 
country for.”

In absentia, Romero was indicted by 
a Venezuelan court for treason to the 
motherland. 

“I had given the country a bad name,” 
he said. Even once in the United States, 
he received threats of kidnapping, so 
the FBI provided the family with pro-
tection. 

“My father had a meeting with the 
U.S. ambassador in Caracas, who told 
him, ‘We are going to protect your son. 
The enemies of your son are the ene-
mies of the United States,’ ” Romero 
said. It turned out that different fisher-
men – those catching tuna in the Pacific 
Ocean – were also killing thousands of 
dolphins in the process. 

To help save the dolphins, the United 
States had placed a moratorium on fish-
ing in those waters as part of the U.S. 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

The fishermen turned to another line 
of work. 

“The fishing boats were actually 
transporting drugs and the drug deal-
ers thought that I knew,” he said.  “I 
didn’t.” 

Romero, who stepped down as dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
of Southern Il l inois University 
Edwardsville at the end of last year, 
will no longer write this column. 

He will, however, begin a new column 
in the Intelligencer titled “Letters from 
Academia,” in which he will give his 
perspective on issues related to higher 
education in Illinois and in America.

Gary R. Hicks is the head of the Mass 
Communications Department at SIUE.

Romero's curiosity rooted in undersea world
Gary R. Hicks
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Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr., speaking at a commencement ceremony at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.  
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Reaching 
the top
Youngsters climb the 
rock wall Wednesday at 
the Edwardsville YMCA's 
Meyer Center during the 
annual Glen-Ed Last 
Night event. Other activ-
ities offered included a 
bingo game, rubber-dart 
shooting gallery, use of 
the roller rink and almost 
a dozen inflatables for 
bouncing. 
Photo by Bill Tucker.
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The female subject was on video allegedly taking the object without pay-
ing.

Employees of the store recognized the subject from being previously in the 
store.

After talking to other employees, the female subject was identified as 
Harvey.

On Dec. 16, police officers came to the store and brought Harvey into cus-
tody without incident.

The charge was elevated to a felony due Harvey having been previously 
convicted of burglary. 

Harvey has been served with the warrant.
A preliminary hearing has been set today 2 with Judge Tognarelli.
Bond is set at $15,000.
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Part of the problem in keeping fitness resolutions is the magnitude 
of the goal set.  People tend to be more successful with goals if they 
are small and specific.  Rather than committing to going to the gym 
every day next year, commit to going to the gym for the next seven 
days or going to the gym every Tuesday and Thursday for the next 
two weeks.

And although it may seem that the statistics are stacked against 
you in accomplishing a New Year's resolution, there's still value in 
setting goals whether its Jan. 1 or any other time during the year.  

The new year is a perfect time to reflect on new goals or changes 
we want to make.  Here's a few ideas for those still contemplating a 
New Year's resolution:

Rather than setting a goal to lose weight, set a goal to be healthier 
– make a conscious effort to think about the food choices you make 
and set aside 20 minutes every day to do some type of exercising – 
even if it is just taking a stroll through the neighborhood every day.

Make it your goal to meet new people this year because let's face 
it, the world has become one big network.  You never will know who 
you may meet or the impact someone you didn't know may have on 
your life if you don't make the effort to meet someone new.  

Put down your phone and pick up a book.  We've all become 
attached to our phones and social media, but there's a world of 
adventure, suspense and knowledge out there in the form of a book.  

And speaking of cell phones, when in the company of others, put 
your phone away.   Go into any restaurant and you'll see couples or 
families waiting on their meals while one or more of their dinner 
party is engrossed in their phone.  Make it a goal to put your phone 
away while in the presence of others to show them they are import-
ant to you.  Social media can wait.

There's a multitude of other small resolutions you can make like 
get one extra hour of sleep every night or drink more water and less 
sodas.  If you are someone who procrastinates, make it a goal to 
finish one project every month that you've been putting off.  Or if 
every month causes panic, set the goal to completing a project every 
quarter or twice a year. 

The key is setting a goal or resolution that is attainable.  Don't set 
yourself up for failure.  
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The state’s attorney’s office filed a lawsuit, claiming that the school district 
had levied incorrectly, according to the news release at the time from the 
state’s attorneys’ office. 

The money was withheld from the three taxing districts following a tax 
objection lawsuit filed by WRB Refining, according to Prenzler’s release. 

The suit was filed against the Madison County Treasurer because that office 
sends the tax bills and collects payments to disburse to the various govern-
ment units within the county.The state’s attorney’s office, by law, represents 
the treasurer’s office in all tax objection proceedings.

A settlement agreement was reached by the taxing districts and WRB 
Refining earlier in 2014 and was approved recently by the court. 
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KANKAKEE, Ill. (AP) — Can you spot Josh 
Carlile's students? The Manteno Middle School 
science teacher's class might be hiding in the 
shrubs outside in camouflage to demonstrate 
how animals hide themselves from predators.

The ecology lesson is just one way Carlile 
of Bourbonnais, can engage his students, com-
pliments of his military service in Kuwait and 
Afghanistan. The 14-year veteran remains active-
ly enlisted as a sergeant first class with a National 
Guard unit in Springfield.

His dual role as a soldier and educator 
has earned him honors last month from the 
Bourbonnais Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9961 
Ladies Auxiliary with a Citizenship Education 
Teacher Award for Promotion of Americanism 
to Students.

"I couldn't think of a better person to receive 
such an award or an award that better represents 
a teacher and what they have done for their 
students and their country," said Nathan Short, 
the school's assistant principal, who nominated 
Carlile for the honor.

Carlile has been on combat missions in 

Afghanistan in 2011 and in Kuwait in 2008, each 
time taking a leave of absence from his teaching 
duties. When he comes back, the experiences 
boost the classroom experience.

"I get a lot of kids who really buy into it," 
Carlile said. "It's eye opening and gives me a 
bridge to educate them on things that are not 
science."

Carlile technically is an instructor for an officer 
candidate program in Springfield, but his duties 
when deployed have involved service with infan-
try units. In Kuwait, he guarded Patriot missile 
sites against potential insurrections and terror-
ism. In Afghanistan, where he was wounded, he 
conducted combat operations while embedded 
with Polish military units.

"We had direct contact with the enemy," Carlile 
said. "When you're shot at, you realize the world 
is a lot different than you thought it was."

The missions he went on in Afghanistan 
involved searching for enemy weapons cach-
es, negotiating with village elders, seeking out 
hostile units and locating improvised explosive 
devices, known as IEDs. It was an IED which 

wounded Carlile, herniating one of the disks in 
his back in a shock wave when it detonated.

He earned a Combat Infantryman Badge for 
engaging the enemy.

"Every day, I try to incorporate my experiences 
in the military," Carlile said. "Some of the kids are 
really shocked by what goes on out there."

While his service places Carlile in danger and 
causes prolonged separation from his family and 
career, he does have plenty of support. He serves 
with the blessing of his family, including his 
wife, Krista, and their three young children. The 
school district also goes "way beyond" what it is 
required to do preserving his job and employ-
ment status, he said.

The middle school even held a surprise assem-
bly for Carlile where he received his award. 
Along with it came a VFW Memory Coin, a token 
of the organization's support.

"It's to remind them that they're never forgot-
ten," said Sandy Britt, one of the VFW's ladies 
auxiliary members. "We want our military peo-
ple to remember we're thinking about them no 
matter what."

Combat helped prepare teacher for class


