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Ceramics is an art form almost as old as 
human civilization itself, and has been a 
mainstay of daily human life. These objects 
have been found within human burial sites 
dating nearly 30,000 years old. Yet, through 
their function and artistry, they remain 
important to contemporary life and culture. 
Someone who teaches the art of ceramics 
is Joe Page, an assistant professor and area 
head of ceramics in the department of art 
and design at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.

A native of Evanston, Ill., he obtained his 
bachelor’s of arts, studio arts and anthropol-
ogy from Knox College in Galesburg, Ill., and 
his master’s of fine arts with a specialization 
in ceramics from New York State College of 
Ceramics at Alfred University in Alfred, N.Y. 

“I had started in anthropology, more par-
ticularly archeology,” said Page. “And I had 
always been interested in the history and 
sort of the potency of objects. Even thinking 
about the history of how things were made 
and the context of how they traveled across 
the world and now sit here today. And I 
think with archeology you think of these 
things that you don’t know the history of 
right away, you are finding it and you kind 
of have to unpack and unravel and learn 
about who made this and what was it used 
for, or what was the cultural context.” He 
learned early on that the connection between 
archaeology and ceramics is a historical one.

“You can think as a historian or as an 
anthropologist about the culture where they 
came from,” he said of ceramic objects. “You 
can even measure things like the drift of cul-
ture across continents over history. The way 
you see blue and white porcelain in China 
and blue and white earthenware in Iran, and 
measure how that idea and that aesthetic 
came over from China to Iran.” 

Like many other artists, Page is very active 
in presenting solo exhibits of his art.  What 
most people do not realize is not only how 
much time and effort it takes to put a show 
together, but also how the artist has to take 
into consideration the environment in which 
the works are presented.  

“I think with my work the solo exhibition 
sort of operates as an opportunity to bring 
parts together,” he explained. “My work is 
not like paintings or sculptures that sit on a 
pedestal or drawings that hang on a wall. I 

kind of liken it to something like a Lego set 
where I have all these little parts and you 
could put it together any number of ways 
and you could take it apart and put it togeth-
er again and it would be completely differ-
ent.” He added that for artists it is essential 
to understand the space in which the exhibit 
is going to take place.

“Sometimes I will be painting elements on 

the ceiling or on the walls. I use an adhesive 
vinyl that goes on the floors. So you have to 
think of how the viewer enters the space and 
how they are really kind of immersed in the 
space. So these elements come together to 
transform a pre-existing space. And I have 
had a lot of people tell me there are certain 
things they have never noticed about the 
gallery before until after seeing my work in 

the gallery,” said Page.
He said that it is important that his stu-

dents understand the historical context of 
ceramics.

“When I am teaching students about pot-
tery and functional ceramic forms, we talk 
about the archetypal forms that still persist 
today,” he said. “You think of Greek and 
Etruscan ceramic forms, you think of African 

pottery forms and then you see a form that 
looks just like that pot from 27,000 years 
ago in a William Sonoma store that you can 
buy.” He said that inspirations from ancient 
ceramics can even be seen in everyday items 
like bathroom tile and even toilets and sinks.

 He also makes his students aware of how 
new technologies are transforming the way 
ceramics are produced today and how they 
will be produced tomorrow.

“It’s interesting to think about if the 
absence of something like a 3D printer could 
cripple a modern-day Auguste Rodin from 
being the greatest that he possibly could. I’m 
not sure that that is true.” 

He said that he thinks that what really 
matters is how great ideas are translated 
through the tools and the materials of the 
time in which they are made. 

“There are a lot of people who are using 
these technologies who are still making work 
that is not very interesting,” he said, adding 
that technology can help, especially when 
visualizing how a work will turn out. “It’s 
about being able to exploit that process or 
tool in a way that is maybe uniquely yours. 
You can see something in the 3D printer that 
is possible that you might not otherwise be 
able to see. And I might see something dif-
ferent that you might not see. 

“I think that as an educator when you 
have to introduce a new technology or new 
tool there is something that gets left behind,” 
Page said. “And there is something that 
is perhaps lost in the teaching of that tool. 
Students now are very familiar with being 
able to use a tablet and look things up on the 
Internet, but when it comes to maybe finding 
things that are a little bit nuanced or more 
unquantifiable that can be somewhat of a 
challenge to them.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on 
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Technology can aid an artist, not create one
Aldemaro Romero Jr.
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Professor Joe Page works on a piece of art.
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"In short, serving the community as a ZBA member takes a smart, savvy 
individual who understands that the right decision isn't always the popular 
decision. To consistently make those tough decisions for 32 years is a testa-
ment to Ms. Nelson's love of Edwardsville and the entire surrounding area. 
She will be sorely missed," Patton said.

With Patton's comments finished, he presented Nelson with a plaque rec-
ognizing her for her service and gave her a chance to speak.

"I just want to say thank you. I worked with great people and it was very, 
very nice," Nelson said.

While celebrating with family members after the meeting, Nelson said one 
of the things she always liked was working with the group.

"I just enjoyed the group, because I always thought they were very fair and 
sometimes when you make decisions and people aren't always happy. But I 
always felt our boards were so fair. They did a great job, they really did, and 
I enjoyed working with them for that reason. Everybody really cared. It was 
nice," Nelson said.

As far as what she will be doing now, Nelson and one of her daughters, 
Christine, are members of the Secular Franciscan Order and have been asked 
to work with teens and young adults for the national commission.
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Bowden pointed out, however, that the map Goudy found is old and there 
may not be as many available sites as indicated.

Rasplica-Jones said lots are $500 for village residents, $1,200 for non-resi-
dents.

She also believes that there will be a growing demand for those lots in the 
future.

“The population of Glen Carbon since that time (the last expansion in 1971) 
has blossomed from 1,800 to 12,934 in 2010,” she said.  “There hasn’t been a 
lot of activity as far as selling lots recently, but you have to remember we have 
a very young population in Glen Carbon now with all the expansion and 
those people don’t think about cemetery lots and the need for them.”

Further, Rasplica-Jones said she feels the 3.96-acre cemetery should be 
given as much attention as other village projects.

“You’ve been expanding, we’ve got parks we’re expanding with. You’re 
looking forward to the enterprise zone, we’re looking at the I-55 Corridor, 
the Comprehensive Plan.” She said.” I would hope that you would take into 
consideration the cemetery.”

Beyond that, Rasplica-Jones said she believes the village needs to act while 
it still has the opportunity

“The land right next to it – if you wait for it to be developed, then it’s too 
late,” she said. “It’s very troubling to me that land is zoned multi-family.”

Carol Dappert, who also spoke Tuesday night, said the cemetery is a con-
nection to the village’s history.

“It’s a place to go and honor people that have been here before,” Dappert 
said.

Larry Jones also addressed the committee, saying the Glen Carbon 
Cemetery is a cut above some others in the area.

“This is a village-owned and maintained cemetery, which makes it very 
well kept and affordable to the village residents,” he said.

After hearing from three of the cemetery’s supporters, Trustee Mary Ann 
Smith said she, too, believes that it should perhaps receive more attention.

“My thought on this is there is a lot of history in that cemetery,” Smith said. 
“We put a lot of money into parks and stuff. I think the cemetery is just as 
important.”
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Only three changes to County Board committees were announced by 
County Board Chairman Alan Dunstan. Art Asadorian takes over as chair-
man of the Buildings and Facilities Management Committee, replacing 
Steve Adler; Kelly Tracy is the new chairman of the Government Relations 
Committee. She replaces Mark Burris, who chose not to run for re-elec-
tion. And Jamie Goggin replaces Tracy as head of the Parks and Recreation 
Department.
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To be eligible, FFA members must have 
earned and productively invested $7,500 
through a supervised agricultural experience 
program in which they start, own or hold a 
professional position in an existing agriculture 
enterprise. Recipients must also complete 50 
hours community service and demonstrate 
outstanding leadership abilities and civic 
involvement. 

EHS FFA Advisor and Agriculture Teacher John 
Davin said that as an FFA member, Hellmann par-
ticipated in several Career Development events 

and kept a Supervised Agriculture Experience 
book on Turfgrass Management.  “In his SAE 
project he kept records on a joint lawn service 
company with this family,” Davin noted.  “He 
eventually started his own lawn care company 
during his junior year in (high) school.  Upon 
graduation he changed his SAE project to a book 
on beef production.”

“During his FFA Career Andrew was the 
Chapter FFA President for two years and partic-
ipated in several community service activities,” 
Davin added.  “Some of these community activ-
ities include helping with a Joplin pet adoption 
and collecting cans for the Edwardsville food 
pantry.”

Currently Hellmann is attending Lewis and 
Clark Community College and plans to transfer 
to SIUC in the fall to major in Agri-Business.

Hellmann was the first Edwardsville FFA mem-
ber to receive this award since the Edwardsville 
FFA was re-charted during the 2005-06 school 
year.  “This is a very proud day for Andrew, 
the school and the FFA program,” Davin said.  
“Andrew has worked extremely hard over the 
past six years to receive this degree and is my 
first student to ever be awarded this accomplish-
ment.  I hope that his accomplishments inspire 
other FFA members to push themselves to all 
achieve this prestigious degree.”

The National FFA Organization provides lead-
ership, personal growth and career success train-
ing through agricultural education to 579,678 
student members in grades seven through 12 
who belong to one of 7,570 local FFA chapters 
throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands.

Cutting in
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce joined the staff of Robust Edwardsville Patio for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony recently. Robust Edwardsville Patio is located at 126 North Main St. in Edwardsville. For more information, 
visit www.robustwinebar.com or call 307-3203.
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Two from SIUE faculty recognized
For the Intelligencer

Two faculty members from the Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville School of Engineering 
(SOE) received international recognition recently 
for their outstanding research publications.

Dr. Fengxia Wang, assistant professor of mechan-
ical engineering, was selected as the winner of the 
Best Presentation award at the 2014 International 
Conference on Motion and Vibration Control 
(MoViC2014).

Dr. Mark McKenney, assistant professor of 
computer sciences, was awarded the prize for 
Best Paper at the ACM SIGSPATIAL International 
Workshop on GeoStreaming.

Dr. Fengxia Wang 

The 12th annual International Conference on 
Motion and Vibration Control (MoViC2014) was 
held on August 3 at the Sapporo Convention Center 
in Hokkaido, Japan. Over 800 papers and presenta-
tions were submitted for the event, with Dr. Wang’s 
presentation being selected as the winner.

“It is a great pleasure for me to attend the 
MoViC2014 conference,” said Wang. “With this 
award, I hope to enhance my researching abilities 
and continue building my reputation as a research-
ing specialist.”

Dr. Mark McKenney 
On November 4, hundreds of researchers from 

both industry and academia gathered in Dallas, 
Texas to celebrate the annual ACM SIGSPATIAL 
Conference, which hosted the International 

Workshop on GeoStreaming (IWGS). The primary 
purpose of the event is for researchers and industry 
representatives to share their most current advanc-
es in research in the field of spatial databases. This 
year, a Best Paper award at IWGS was accepted by 
Dr. Mark McKenney.

Dr. McKenney was assisted in his research by SIUE 
SOE students Roger Frye, Zachary Benchley and 
Logan Maughan. As a result, the group was awarded 
first-prize for their publication “Temporal Coverage 
Aggregates Over Moving Region Streams.”

The International Workshop on GeoStreaming is 
hosted in order for researchers to gather and dis-
cuss the lessons they have learned over the years, 
to demonstrate what they have achieved so far 
and to plan for the future of “GeoStreaming.” 
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