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Today we say that we live in a globalized 
world, one where everybody is connected 
to everybody else through social media and 
the Internet. Yet, we forget that there are 
still places so remote that communication is 
still a challenge.

One of those places is Mongolia, a rel-
atively large country between Russia and 
China with a very sparse population. So 
how did a native of Mongolia wind up as 
the newest faculty member in the depart-
ment of mass communications at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville? It is an 
interesting story.

Her name is Undrah Baasanjav and she 
was born in Ulaanbaatar, the capital and 
largest city in Mongolia. She obtained 
her bachelor’s in computer systems from 
Novosibirsk State Technical University in 
Russia, her master’s in telecommunications 
and her doctorate in mass communication, 
both from Ohio University. When asked if 
the fact that she was born in a country with 
such a sparse population was her motiva-
tion to study mass communication, she was 
unequivocal.

“Exactly,” she said. “You are hitting the 
center of my interest in communication. It’s 
a very sparse population and communica-
tion is key. Mongolia is a very far distance 
form America. If you drilled down all the 
way through the earth you would probably 
end up in Mongolia.” In Mongolia, she 
explained, people have to travel days to get 
anywhere.

“It was interesting when the Internet 
came in and shortened the distance. It 
thrilled me and that is why I got interested 
in communication networks and commu-
nication systems and satellite communica-
tion,” she said, adding that the Internet was 
introduced to Mongolia in 1997.

“I precisely remember that was when 
the whole country had 64k bandwidth and 
we used to collect all of the emails in the 
country via satellite,” she said. “The whole 
country would collect the emails and then 
send them out once a day. It was a fasci-
nating experience. I remember very clearly 
waiting for a minute for a Netscape login to 
download.” 

Mongolia has gone through a number of 
transformations. At one point it was under 
the shadow of the Soviet Union. After the 

Soviet Union collapsed it became much 
more independent and adopted a number 
of market reforms. To what extent has the 
Internet helped in transforming Mongolian 
society?

“When I was in Mongolia I worked on 
several projects that were trying to bring in 
Internet communication technology and to 
increase the transparency and free flow of 
information in the country,” Baasanjav said. 
Now Mongolia has adopted market and 
democratic reforms.

“Those types of transitions changed a 
lot of the society and the culture,” she 
added. “To a certain extent the communica-
tion helps the people in Mongolia to have 
opportunities and become more integrat-
ed with other societies. And the Internet 
has been very well integrated into society. 
Even people in the countryside have the 
Internet.” 

Being sandwiched between Russia and 
China – two countries that keep tight reins 
on the Internet – makes Mongolia unique to 

the region.
“Compared to our neighbors, Mongolia 

is a relatively open country,” she said. 
“The Mongolian government tries to stick 
to the open democracy more consistently. 
Compared to its neighbors Mongolia is a rel-
atively new country, and one of the  found-
ing cornerstones of democracy is the free 
flow of information.” 

Baasanjav said that this flow of informa-
tion is facilitated through the Internet, where 
people can read about different types of ide-

ologies or different developments through-
out the world. 

Another area in which Baasanjav works 
is web design, and she has definite opinions 
of what makes for an effective design.

“First of all, when I teach the course to 
the students we start with the basics,” she 
said. “Think about your audience. What 
is the purpose of your Web site? Who are 
you communicating with? So if you are 
communicating with young children you 
will want to design with different col-
ors, some shiny and bright colors. If you 
are targeting the elderly you will want to 
make the font type bigger.” For her, the 
best Web sites are the ones that meet a 
purpose. “If you are designing for a mobile 
phone then it has to be a mobile phone 
design.”  

Another area of her research is the Internet 
and national identity, which is interesting 
given that the Internet is a global phenom-
enon. 

“The Internet allows people dispersed 
around the world to get together and 
have certain kinds of identities,” she said. 
“Diasporas are very big on the Internet. So 
many people who are sort of thrown into a 
different part of the world still keep together 
and communicate with each other, and they 
have the newspapers and social networks. 
They are kind of still tied to their own kind 
of background identities.” Yet, she explained 
that the language of the Internet must in 
many ways transcend cultures.

“The Internet has to be standardized for 
everyone to communicate,” she said. “It 
must have a kind of linguistic uniformity 
where you have to follow certain standards 
and it has to be captured in a certain way 
and it has to be communicated a certain 
way.” 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on 
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Only one of the homeowners participating in the JSC Holiday Tour is a JSC 
member.  The other five are very gracious homeowners in the community who 
are volunteering to open their homes for a wonderful cause.  “Which is wonder-
ful.  We’re very blessed. We are incredibly thankful to the incredibly generous 
homeowners who are willing to open their homes for people to tour,” Viehl said.  

Those homes in the 2014 JSC Holiday House Tour include: Homeowners 
Chuck and Debbie Rathert at 3138 Bluff Road in Edwardsville; Jerry and Nancy 
Vetter-Staten at 31 Jennifer Drive. in Glen Carbon; Jason and Tara Loyd at 104 
Springer Ave in Edwardsville; Robert and Kathleen Jackstadt at 13 Saffrin Hill 
Court. in Glen Carbon; Mike Rathgeb’s Spencer Homes model at 3308 Garvey 
Lane in Edwardsville;  and Jim and Gloria Zupanci at 1103 St. Louis St in 
Edwardsville.

New to the JSC Holiday House Tour this year will be a wreath raffle.  “This 
is the first time we’ve done this so hopefully this will be a big hit,” Viehl said.  
“We’ve asked local businesses and everyday people to make and donate a 
wreath.  We will have all the wreaths set up at the home on Garvey Lane.”

Raffle tickets for the wreaths can be purchased at the Garvey Lane house.  
They will cost $5 each or three tickets for $10.  “Right now I think we have some-
where around 25 wreaths, but we are still hoping for more,” Viehl pointed out.  
“If anyone wants to donate one, we’d be happy to take a wreath off their hands.”

Contact Sara Musch, a co-chair of the Holiday House Tour, at 618-560-9062 to 
donate a wreath to the tour.  Melissa McDonough-Borden is also co-chairing the 
event.

Also new this year, the JSC is hoping to fill a truck with donations for the 
Glen Ed Pantry to help prepare them for the holidays.  The JSC is asking that 
guests of the Holiday House Tour consider bringing a small donation with 
them to the tour that can be given to the Glen Ed Pantry.  A collection truck 
will be parked in the driveway of the model home at 3308 Garvey Lane for 
all donations.    

“We are asking people to bring a food item or a small gift,” Viehl noted.  
“If we fill this truck, Mike Rathgeb, the owner of Spencer Homes is going to 
match whatever we raise.  So our goal is to fill one truck full of food and then 
Mike will fill another truck. So we would love to be able to take two trucks 
full of food and gifts to the pantry that next week.”

Tickets for the JSC Holiday Tour are $20 per person in advance and can 
be purchased at Miss Bailey’s Poppy Patch, at either of the Edwardsville 
YMCAs, Metro Eye Care, Gingham Buffalo, White Birch, Holiday Cleaners, 
Ooh La La Spa and Bin 51 or from any JSC member. Children under 12 and 
pets are not permitted.

If there are tickets still available the day of the event, they will cost $25 and 
be available for purchase at the individual homes.

“And it’s for a great cause,” Viehl added.  “Everything goes back to the 
community.  Money raised goes back into our general JSC fund so it all goes 
back into the community.  I think we wrote checks this year for 63 different 
local organizations.”

The JSC has provided the community with several projects including the 
recent Boundless Playground at Township Park in Edwardsville.  Viehl also 
noted that the JSC is currently looking into funding another playground in 
the community.  “It’s  not going to be another Boundless Playground.  It’s 
just going to be a regular playground, and it will be at Schon Park,” she said.

 For more information about the JSC’s Holiday House Tour or the organiza-
tion’s work, visit www.edglenjuniorservice.org or its Facebook page – Junior 
Service Club of Edwardsville-Glen Carbon.  
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The budget for the Burkina Faso school is 
$32,000. “Our goal is to make the most of the 
money and build creatively,” Snell said. There are 
design challenges, Snell said, including the fact 
the school will not have electricity.

In addition to designing the prototype, For 
Burkina is fund-raising the $32,000 required for 
the school. BuildOn will select the village for 
the school, and in March, the group will go to 
Burkina Faso to build the school. “We’ll build it 
with a team from the village,” Snell said. 

For Burkina has held several events to 
raise money. “We’ve been holding events in 

Springfield,” Snell said. Springfield holds an art 
walk on the first Friday of every month. “For 
the November walk, we turned a building into 
an art gallery for a night.” Her sister Madeline, 
a freshman at Drake University, donated a piece 
for the gallery.

The group has raised $7,000. “We have a 
fundraising timeline that was developed with 
BuildOn,“ Snell said. The group is on track to 
meet their goals. They hope to have all the money 
raised by February. The $32,000 does not include 
the cost for group members to travel to Burkina 
Faso. They will have to provide their own travel 
funds.

Other fundraising efforts have included a soft-
ball and volleyball tournament and t-shirt sales. 
“BuildOn is big on engaging high school stu-
dents,” Snell said. “We’ve had high school stu-
dents and Drury ceramic students make things 

to sell.”
Snell, a graduate of EHS, said she has always 

been interested in architecture and design. “Even 
as a kid with dolls, I would play by building 
buildings for them,” she said. At EHS, she was 
able to take some drafting classes. Snell’s father, 
Bob Snell, is an electrical contractor. “He really 
got me into architecture and building,” Snell said. 

 “The Master of Architecture is what brought 
me here to Drury,” Snell added. 

At Drury, Snell is also involved in music and 
choir. “I was very adamant about doing choir 
and being involved in music in college,” she 
said. “Drury gave a music scholarship to me, a 
non-music major. Each semester, I sing in two 
choirs as part of the scholarship.”  

Snell said that fitting the Burkina Faso proj-
ect into her schedule has been challenging, but 
worth it. “I’m always excited about it,” she said. 
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Those two classifications surround 
the Town Center area, with general 
neighborhood giving way to urban res-
idential to the north using Mont Road 
as a boundary.

Moving the Town Center section 
of Glen Carbon’s plan further south 
stemmed from a Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting, Coody said.

“What we talked about was trying to 
move the Town Center, so that it could 
be closer to a more densely populated 
area so that we could have a more 
walkable, bikeable area,” Coody said.

Property east of I-55, yet still in Glen 
Carbon, that is included in the plan 
has been designated rural residential.

Three individuals attended all or part 
of the meeting, but did not comment.

A public hearing, conducted by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, will 
be conducted at a later date, when 
actual maps and plans can be presented 
prior to approval.

Coody said there is still time to get 
input – from effected residents and 
village officials – before the plan gets to 
that point.

“We’re not necessarily wanting 
to rush this at all. We’re looking at 
late January to move to Planning 
Commission,” Coody said. “This is just 
a preliminary up front to let you know 
where we are at.”
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New neighbor
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce joined the staff of Sugo's Spaghetteria Patio for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony recently. Sugo's Spaghetteria Patio is located at 243 Harvard Dr. in Edwardsville. For more information, visit 
www.sugoscucina.com or call 659-4640.
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March of Dimes recognizes SIUE nurses
For the Intelligencer

Four nurses associated with the Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville School of Nursing were 
recognized at the Missouri March of Dimes Nurse 
of the Year Awards Ceremony Saturday, Oct. 25. 
The gala at the Renaissance Hotel in St. Louis hon-
ored nurses in 20 different categories.

The awards are given to honor nurses in the 
St. Louis metropolitan area who display strength, 
compassion, leadership, commitment, courage 
and perseverance as they advance in their pro-
fession.

Dr. Linda Alford, clinical assistant professor 
of nursing, was presented with the Advanced 

Practice Nursing (APN) award. She was selected 
from a pool of 21 nominees.

Joining Alford were three alumni:  Dr. Cristie 
Rossel, Jamie Danks and Ronnie Kister.  

Rossel, a ‘13 SIUE Doctor of Nursing Practice 
(DNP) graduate, received the award for  the neo-
natal intensive-care unit/pediatric intensive care 
unit (NICU/PICU) category.  

Danks, ‘94 BS, accepted the prize in the Clinical 
Informatics category.  

Kister, ‘10 BS and current SIUE Health Care 
Nursing Administration (HCNA) graduate stu-
dent, was named the winner in the Rising Star 
category.  

The 2014 Missouri March of Dimes Nurse of 

the Year Awards Ceremony reached an historical 
milestone, as they received a record number of 
nominations for the Nurse of the Year category. 
More than 585 nurses representing 71 medical 
institutions were nominated for their extraordi-
nary efforts in the field of nursing.

The SIUE School of Nursing’s fully accredited 
programs are committed to creating excellence in 
nursing leadership through innovative teaching, 
evidence-based practice, quality research, patient 
advocacy and community service. Enrolling near-
ly 1,000 students in its baccalaureate, master’s 
and doctoral programs, the School develops lead-
ers in pursuit of shaping the nursing profes-
sion and impacting the health care environment. 
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