
Regional
Page 3Friday, October 31, 2014 — www.theintelligencer.com

Music, of course, is not just about playing 
an instrument, or even performing.  Music 
can tell us a lot about culture and history – 
about the human condition itself.

Experts who work in the study of music 
from a scholarly viewpoint are called musi-
cologists and Andrew Greenwood, an 
assistant professor of musicology in the 
department of music at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville, is one of them. He 
said that he decided to become a musicolo-
gist because of his love for music.

“I considered going into keyboard perfor-
mance in university studies,” he said. “At 
the time I was also very passionate about 
the sciences and math. I kind of started 
questioning the route of learning music and 
not looking at the larger historical contexts 
of the pieces I was learning, which sort of 
troubled me. So when I went to college that 
was something I became more and more 
curious about.” He started to ask questions 
such as why we perform certain pieces and 
not others, and where do these music tradi-
tions come from?” 

A native from Canberra, Australia, he 
obtained his bachelor’s degree in music 
from the Australian National University in 
Canberra, his master’s, also in music, from 
The University of Sydney, and his doctorate 
in history and theory of music from the 
University of Chicago. 

Greenwood recognizes that the term 
musicologist is kind of vague. “I would say 
the main thing a musicologist does is study 
the historical and social contexts of works,” 
he said. “That’s one thing that we do. And 
also we collect music.”

Musicology started as a field from the 
collection of works from great composers 
such as Johann Sebastian Bach. Universities 
began to take seriously the study of music 
and make it useful for performers.

Although he grew up in Australia and 
part of his university education was in the 
United States, he decided to study Scottish 
music. He said that this choice would not 
be the most obvious. “Perhaps something 
on 20th century German composers, or per-
haps something on 18th century opera, but 
the Scottish topic came completely out of 
left field,” he said. It was during a seminar 
he took that he heard about Scottish songs 
and his interest in that type of music was 
born. 

“It started to bring together a lot of issues 
and interests that I had for a long time,” 
Greenwood said. “And I just got more and 
more interested in it. I had a wonderful 
experience doing my graduate research, 
and not everyone does. It has just been a 
real joy to be involved in.” As an Australian 
he said that he thinks that Australian music 
owes a lot to the British tradition. 

“I have studied some of the early colo-
nial manuscripts in the National Library 
of Australia and most of the music was 

coming in the form of sheet music in that 
early period,” he explained. “English piano 
music was very popular and owning a 
piano became a huge status symbol for 
some of the early settlers.” Some estimate 
that the number of pianos in Australia in 
the early 19th century was in the hundreds 
of thousands.

“And then what we see is an attempt 
to sort of ‘Australianize’ British music,” 
he added. “So you’ll see beautiful print-
ed music for piano and voice that will be 

accompanied with imagery like kangaroos 
and other fauna.” The way Scottish music 
evolved was rather different and more com-
plicated.

“The earliest I would say is Gregorian 
chant. Some of the best manuscripts come 
out of Scotland for chant music,” he said. 
“So before the Reformation there was a 
great tradition of music in the Catholic 
Church. And that continued on through 
the Renaissance. Scottish kings were able to 
play music and compose music and it was 

a very important part of the social and cul-
tural life in certainly the 16th and leading 
into the 17th century.” There was also some 
influence from the folk side that is harder 
to document in certain ways because it was 
transmitted through oral tradition. 

“We do have folk music that was even-
tually distributed through printed text and 
then ultimately notated and melodies were 
set to that. I think that the longer history 
of Scottish music is basically a story of a 
nexus and mixing of musical traditions 
from the west and non-west traditions,” 
said Greenwood, who added that like other 
forms of music, Scottish music is a reflec-
tion of the society from which it developed. 

“I think this music sheds a great deal 
of light on some of the larger history of 
Scotland and some of the issues that were 
brought about in the debate about whether 
to become independent or not,” he said. “I 
think one of the biggest issues is this inter-
relationship between different traditions 
– the indigenous folk tradition of Scotland 
and also the larger British context.” 

Interestingly, Edinburgh, the capital of 
Scotland, has a very famous jazz and blues 
festival. Jazz is very popular in Scotland, 
as it is in many parts of Europe, even more 
popular than in the United States. But why 
do the Scots have such an intense interest 
in jazz?

“I can’t really say,” said Greenwood. 
“You may have heard of the Edinburgh 
Festival and the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 
They attract tens of thousands of people 
every year. I can’t say why this particular 
interest in jazz, but I think that Scots have 
always been a people that have absorbed 
and been influenced by and been interested 
in other traditions that aren’t necessarily 
their own 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on 
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Greenwood studying some music scores at the Lovejoy Library at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.  
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Kelly and Kaenin Thomas plead-
ed guilty recently to unlawful 

possession of methamphetamine. 
Under terms of that plea, each is 
required to complete 30 hours of 
public service or 30 hours of work 
for the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Work Alternative Program. 

Authorities have agreed to 
return a 2012 Kia Optima and an 

Apple MacBook that had been 
held. 

Another suspect in the case, 
Gerald E. Provencher, has plead-
ed guilty to drug charges and 
faces sentencing on Dec. 5. The 
case against another suspect, 
Steven Sweningsen, is pending. 

According to sworn statements 
filed in the case, Sweningsen 
admitted that he made trips to 
St. Louis to purchase heroin in 
exchange for meth.

Authorities have said that there 
is no evidence that meth had ever 
been cooked at the home.
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Meyer said he last saw the signs 
up on Sunday afternoon.

Of course, vandalism to cam-
paign signs is nothing new, in 
Madison County or anywhere 
else.

“There is not a concerted effort 
by Republicans to take down 
signs and there is not a concerted 
effort by Democrats to take down 
signs,” Madison County Board 
Chairman Alan Dunstan said 
when asked about the situation. 
“It’s just the nature of this time 
of year.”

Madison County Clerk Debbie 
Ming-Mendoza said Monday that 
several of her purple, gray and 
white campaign signs have gone 
missing in recent days. A large 
one was taken from private prop-
erty in Alton, she said. Campaign 
workers had it replaced, but it 
wasn’t long before someone had 

taken it again, she said.
And it’s more than a mere 

aggravation. Ming-Mendoza says 
her campaign spent more than 
$10,000 this year to purchase 1,500 
large campaign signs and a hun-
dred smaller ones. 

Alan Napp, chairman of the 
Madison County Democratic 
Party, confirmed that campaign 
signs have been knocked down or 
pulled up every election for many 
years.

“I would say that 99 times out 
of a hundred it’s kids out being 
kids,” he said. “Or it’s a neighbor 
who doesn’t like the sign.”

At this point, “unless there is 
a systematic pattern, we don’t 
worry about it,” Napp said.

Meanwhile Ming-Mendoza says 
she has plenty to keep her busy.  
Early voters have been casting bal-
lots in front of her office since Oct. 
20, and clerks and election judges 
have been bracing themselves for 
Tuesday’s general election.

Meyer called the situation “a 
very frustrating thing, especially 
in this county.”
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“We were talking earlier about 
the safe community we have here at 
District 7,” Hightower responded.  
“Our safe community is largely due 
in part to these individuals who put 
their life on the line every day - first 
responders.  Edwardsville is a spe-
cial place, and you folks make it even 
more special for our students and 
our parents.”

Hightower credited the D.A.R.E. 
Officers with creating an atmosphere 
in the schools where the students felt 
at ease with them.  “At the middle 
school, and particularly at the high 
school, many potential problems are 
solved before they become problem-
atic because the students feel so com-
fortable with sharing information 
with you and you using that infor-
mation to stave off problems that 
could certainly cause this communi-
ty to take a down step,” Hightower 
added.  “So hands go to you folks.  
Congratulations to you for 25 years 
of outstanding work that you’ve 
done to make this community a safe 
place for our kids.”

In action items considered by the 
board during the business portion 
of the meeting, the board unani-
mously approved several proposed 
policy revisions that Assistant 
Superintendent of Business 
Operations Lynda Andre presented 
at the Sept. 22 general meeting.  
Policies revised included a change 
to policy #207 that regulates the 
time, place and manner of distri-
bution or posting of non-school 
sponsored publications on district 
premises.  The changes regulate 
the sale of products and services by 
employees.

Policy #502.2 on bullying, harass-
ment and intimidation of students 
was revised to meet the mandate 
by the state of Illinois that ensures 
that each school district has a con-
sistent policy that addresses how 
to address bullying, and that all 
school districts adopt the state’s 
reporting procedures using the 
state’s approved bullying, intimi-
dation, harassment and school vio-
lence report form.  The state of 
Illinois also provided a definition 
of bullying which now includes 
cyber-bullying.

The updated policy also adds 
that the superintendent shall devel-
op and maintain a program to mon-
itor bullying that includes collect-
ing an analyzing appropriate data 
on the nature and extent of bully-
ing in the district’s schools.  Results 
of this assessment shall be reported 
to the board annually along with 
recommendations to enhance effec-
tiveness.

Policy 526 – Early entrance to 
kindergarten and policy 527 – early 
entrance from private placement 
to first grade – were both revised 
to include updated guidelines and 
assessments.  

There were also two policies 
changed dealing with high school 
graduation.  The addition of 
“online” to the external credits lan-
guage was changed and outdated 
phase-in language from 2007-2011 
was deleted.

And finally, policy 541 regard-
ing cell phone use in schools was 
changed for middle and high 
school students to state that the 
use of electronic devices, includ-
ing cell phones, would be prohib-
ited during the school day “except 
during times authorized by the 
administration.”  

October bills were also approved 
in the amount of $666,959.69.
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In 2013, she had a health setback. “I made 
it through with the support of wonderful 
employees and customers that supported the 
shop.” She said she felt “an outpouring of 
prayers, love and support. I never dreamed this 
little shop would mean so much to me during 
that time.” 

She also gives much credit to the people who 
work for her in the shop. “I’ve been blessed 
with great associates. Most have been here 
seven or eight years.” She said she knows that 
they can do whatever needs to be done in her 
absence.

Her favorite part of the job?  “I get to help 
and meet women,” she said. “I really get to 
know my customers.” 

She relies on her customers to help her 
choose stock for the store. “I’ll often have cus-
tomers come in and tell me that I should stock 
something.” She welcomes the input. Also, she 
said, she knows her customers well enough to 
know what they like.

Frey and her store are active in the commu-
nity. The shop has a list of all the organizations 
it has helped through the year. “We help by 
working at the event, donating, advertising, or 
just attending.” 

The shop will be hosting a fundraiser the 
week of Nov. 10 called “Let’s Make a Teal.” 
Teal is the color adopted by ovarian cancer 
advocates.

“We’ll have a special item each day. It will be 

a bestseller at a special price, and $1 per item 
will be donated to the St. Louis Ovarian Cancer 
Society.” 

When asked what she wants people to know 
about the store, Frey responded, “We’re not a 
pet store.” The store was named after her late 
dog, a black Scottie whose image is on the sign. 

The store also offers gift wrapping and keeps 
wish lists for customers. Frey also offers shop-
ping services. “I get requests from busy people. 
They want to do it right, but they don’t have 
the time.” They call Frey, describe what they 
are looking for and set a price, and Frey will 
select and send a gift.

Frey has plans for future expansion, but she 
is happy with how things are going as she 
approaches her 10-year anniversary. “It’s just a 
happy, feel-good place,” she says of her store.  
“It’s pretty good to be where I’m at today.”  
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Retired Music Professor Ron Abraham will 
share tales and tunes of women composers in 
a lively discussion at Jacoby Arts Center on 
November 5. Musical artistry includes classic 
and contemporary sounds.

The evening will begin at 6 with a lasagna 
dinner and a cash bar for $15.

Abraham, retired from SIUE and currently 
director of the Great Rivers Choral Society, 
said, “Women through history have been 

excluded from the formal musical institutions 
and from public recognition for their musical 
contributions.”

He will talk about their lives and play some 
of their music. The musicians are from Europe 
and America. Surnames have a familiar ring, 
although usually associated with masculine 
first names. He will share tales of Clara 
Schumann, Fanny Mendelssohn, Amy Cheney 
Beach, Ruth Crawford Seeger and Pauline 
Oliveros.

The Friends group hopes that the inexpen-
sive meal and timing will entice a larger audi-

ence which includes folks coming after work 
and some younger music lovers.

Part of the Art a la Carte series present-
ed by the Friends of Jacoby, the evening is 
designed to offer a variety of artistic experi-
ences to the community. JAC is a nonprofit 
organization nurturing art of all types in the 
region.   

Reservations are requested to “Meet the 
Ladies.” Call 618-462-5222. Tickets for $15 may 
also be purchased at the JAC, 627 E. Broadway, 
Alton, IL 62002. For more information, see the 
website jacobyartscenter.org.

Jacoby to host event with Ron Abraham

Drama in the 
library
The Glen Carbon 
Centennial Library got 
some help from the EHS 
Drama Club in creating a 
spooky party last Saturday 
night. The Junior Friends 
of the Library hosted the 
party, which included scary 
stories, a puppet show, 
crafts and snacks. For the 
Intelligencer.


