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There are a number of secessionist move-
ments across Europe. Eastern Ukraine, 
Catalonia, Flanders and Lombardy are 
among those lands where many of the peo-
ple want independence from a larger nation. 
One such country even had a recent referen-
dum on the matter – Scotland. People behind 
these movements believe in the rebirth of 
small independent states characterized by 
cultural homogeneity. Their claim is that 
such independence would give them eco-
nomic success and social justice. 

Now that we know that the independen-
tist movement in Scotland lost, I spoke with 
a panel to discuss these issues. They were: 
Wendy Shaw, associate dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences and a native of England; 
Sophia Wilson, an assistant professor in 
the department of political science and a 
native of Ukraine; Elza Ibroscheva, an asso-
ciate professor in the department of mass 
communications and an expert on media 
and nationalism, all of them at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville, and Mark 
Sutherland, chief commercial officer of 
Elasticity, a marketing and public relations 
agency in St. Louis, and a Scottish national.

One way that some media characterized 
the results of the Scotland vote was the vic-
tory of fear over pride. For Sutherland that is 
only partly correct. 

“I think that pride and nationalism was 
a part of the campaign, but I think also 
self-determination was a big factor,” said 
Sutherland. “Since 1707 (when the United 
Kingdom was established) a lot of the deci-
sions as seen by the Scots were made in the 
British parliament. So I think for a lot of 
people they went to the polls because they 
wanted to make their own decisions.” 

For Shaw there is a great diversity of opin-
ions in England itself about this issue.  

“There is a real division of opinion I 
think in England,” she said. “One that is 
geographic in nature. I think in Southern 
England this was not viewed very positively. 
But in Northern England they have many of 
the same feelings that the people of Scotland 
have. And underpinning all this, as it does in 
the United Kingdom and England, is issues 
of class.”

She said that she believes that in the 
Northern England lower class areas they 
were watching the referendum with a great 
deal of interest and a great deal of sympathy. 

“But if you go to Southern England where 
the power is sort of centered in London, 
there are upper class values where I think 
the Scottish vote did not get much support, 
not much sympathy,” she added.

Another troubled area of the world is 
eastern Ukraine.  For Wilson, there is also a 
geographic dimension on how this problem 
is viewed.

“Most people in Ukraine do feel a threat,” 
she said. “Most of the movement of defend-
ing the land was defending it from Russia. 

Eighty percent of the people in Eastern 
Ukraine saw it as a possibility to separate 
and join Russia, while the majority was not 
sure about it. So again the question there 
is very different from Scotland because in 
Scotland it is a question of self-determi-
nation, where the question in Ukraine is 
whether or not that part would or would not 
become part of Russia.” For Ibroscheva the 
public perception of these issues also varies. 

“In Eastern Europe I think we can proba-
bly quickly point to one of the most recent 

and violent disintegrations of a nation state 
in history. In Yugoslavia a resurgence of eth-
nic nationalism led to an extremely aggres-
sive and extremely problematic way of grab-
bing power,” she explained. “This, of course, 
mixed up with a fight for national identity 
and to establish a sense of identity in the 
post-communist environment, created a lot 
of tension.” She said that she sees a lot of 
differences regarding the case of Scotland.

“This tension ended up causing a war 
in the Balkan region that was an excellent 

example of what is wrong with national-
istic tendencies,” Ibroscheva said. “In the 
post-communist climate all over Eastern 
Europe people have always found that this 
idea of independence is an extremely intoxi-
cating concept because of the long and often 
very oppressive way in which monolithic 
identities were imposed upon the socialist 
block.

“Ethnic nationalism has a drive towards 
exclusion based on racial purity and ethnic 
purity,” she added. “Civic nationalism is the 
one that points toward self-determination 
and inclusion in governance. What we are 
seeing here is a very different way in which 
nationalism can play out.” 

An interesting issue is that the referendum 
in Scotland was a defeat for the secessionist 
movement despite the fact that the majority 
of Scots are supporters of the Scottish nation-
alist party. Sutherland has a way to explain 
that apparent contradiction. 

“That actually goes back to Margaret 
Thatcher, who to a lot of people was a great 
hero, but a lot of her policies had a very 
negative economic impact on Scotland,” 
explained Sutherland. “And people have a 
long memory. The Scottish government has 
actually figured out how to run a nation-
al healthcare service that is not bankrupt, 
which is amazing. It’s one of the few coun-
tries that have been able to figure that out. 
But they look at it and they say that they 
consistently vote for the Scottish party or 
for the Labor but, yet there is a conserva-
tive government in London that, they feel, 
doesn’t represent them. I think for a lot of 
people that was definitely a motivating fac-
tor in wanting to vote yes.”

Regardless of the outcome, all on the panel 
agreed that the United Kingdom will never 
be the same.

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Cutting in
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce joined the staff at Chava's Mexican Restaurant Patio for a 
ribbon cutting ceremony recently. Chava's is located at  217 East Vandalia St. in Edwardsville. For more information, visit  www.
chavasmexican.com or call 692-8192.
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Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
will celebrate Native American Heritage 
Month during November by hosting Felix 
Solomon, an active member of the Lummi 
Nation, one of the Coast Salish tribes of north-
west Washington.

The public is invited to an evening of song 
and art with Solomon on Tuesday, Nov. 4, at 
6 p.m., in SIUE’s Center for Spirituality and 
Sustainability. 

He is one of the most significant indigenous 
carvers in the U.S., because he is one of the 
only master carvers worldwide who carries 
forward the ancestral carving tradition of the 
American Coast Salish.

“Mr. Solomon will present an illustrated 
discussion of his artworks, including totem 
poles, ceremonial masks and other spiritu-
ally empowered wood carvings from the 

Northwest Coast,” said Dr. Julie Zimmermann 
Holt, professor in the Department of 
Anthropology within SIUE’s College of Arts 
and Sciences and coordinator of the Native 
American Studies program. “He will address 
the mission of his life work as a cultural con-
servator and teacher who aims to preserve the 
works and approaches of his forbearers, while 
mentoring younger carvers to perpetuate a 
tribal tradition that can still reflect current 
themes while remaining rooted in ancestral 
styles.”

During his visit to SIUE, Solomon will give 
presentations to several classes in Native 
American Studies, anthropology, and art and 
design. 

Working hands-on with students, faculty 
and staff, he will also share his insight on 
Northwest Coast artifacts in SIUE’s University 
Museum.

Solomon was the featured artist at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 2012 American 

Indian Living Earth Festival. He is a collabo-
rator of SIUE Professor of Philosophy Gregory 
Fields on the recently published book A Totem 
Pole History (University of Nebraska Press, 
2013).

SIUE’s Native American Studies pro-
gram is an interdisciplinary minor featuring 
courses contributed by the Departments of 
Anthropology, Historical Studies, Philosophy 
and Political Science. A major goal is to bring 
Native American speakers and artists like 
Solomon to campus.

Solomon’s visit is funded by the Native 
American Studies contributing depart-
ments, the College of Arts and Sciences, the 
SIUE Alumni Association, SIUE’s Office of 
Institutional Diversity and Inclusion, the 
Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs and the Office of the Vice Chancellor 
for Administration.

For information about Solomon’s public 
lecture, call 618-650-3246.
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In a letter to Mayor Rob Jackstadt making 
the request, Link stated that the consortium 
will increase the village’s outreach when 

it comes to potential employee candidates, 
“including a greater number of diverse can-
didates.”

“The consortium provides to each member 
more effective recruitment, testing and selec-
tion services,” Link wrote. 

“Additionally, the consortium serves as 
a forum for its members to discuss, study 

and develop better recruitment and testing 
procedures.”

Current consortium member agencies are: 
Collinsville, Edwardsville, Fairview Heights, 
Highland and O’Fallon.

Committee members also approved chang-
ing the start time of its monthly meetings to 
6 p.m. from 7 p.m.
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"Long term, I'm not sure yet. This department has such a wide range 
of options for different jobs you can do… MEGSI, to investigations, the 
school resource officer program. We just restarted up the bike patrol 
officer program. I guess I just want to keep moving forward and see 
what becomes available, see what I can apply for and I'm interested in 
trying everything this department has to offer, really. I can't think of 
any one thing I want to do more than the others."

Knowing in high school that he wanted to pursue a career in law 
enforcement, Hoyland has had interactions with other police depart-
ments. But the relationship Edwardsville residents have with their 
police department is one he said is truly unique.

"I've done ride alongs with other departments and things like that 
and I will say that the Edwardsville (police) is truly unique with the 
relationship with the city and the people who live here. Our depart-
ment is big on community-oriented policing and it’s interesting to find 
a department that truly believes in that. We try to get out and we talk to 
people and we try and make it so the only time you hear from us is not 
just when something is going wrong," Hoyland said. "It's a good feeling 
trying to work with the community as much as for them."

With a couple of months under his belt and getting ready to enter 
into his third phase of field training, Hoyland is progressing well in his 
training,  Edwardsville Police Chief Jay Keeven said.

"In speaking with his field training officers and the field training super-
visor, he is doing extremely well," Keeven said. "He is doing extremely 
well. We anticipate that he is going to progress just fine throughout his 
training program and he should be on solo patrol, I believe, by the first 
of the year."

Additionally Keeven is impressed with Hoyland understanding of how 
the department interacts with the residents and his positive attitude.

"He understands the community aspect of community policing. He 
certainly is an outgoing personality. He's well liked within the depart-
ment and I think well liked within the community. He's got that kind 
of positive personality that draws people to him. So, I think he will be 
a great asset to our patrol division."
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Although Hartman's group has met twice already to iron out the 
caterpillar details, Hartman chuckled about the prep-work and said, 
“Whatever it takes.  I think we've had wet paint (on their float entry) 
before at one of the parades.  We're having fun with it.”

The Halloween parade launches from Lincoln Middle School's 
parking lot in Edwardsville and travels along West Street to St. Louis 
Street.  It then turns onto Main Street where it heads north and ends 
at the Eden Church parking lot.

Parade floats will be judged during the parade as they approach 
the grandstand area on Main Street. Edwardsville/Glen Carbon 
Chamber of Commerce President/CEO Desiree Bennyhoff noted that 
the judging takes place during the parade that evening to allow the 
floats to be viewed in all their glory. 

“Local businesses and organizations invest a great deal of funding 
and teamwork into creating these floats, and many floats feature 
intricate details and lighting best displayed – and judged – after 
dark,” she said.  

This year ’s float category winners and the grand champion will be 
announced in the Nov. 3 edition of the Edwardsville Intelligencer as 
well as photos of the winning entries will run in the Nov. 8 edition.   

In addition, spectators can vote on their “Fan Favorite” from 
among the top 15 floats judged.  To vote, go to www.edglenchamber.
com on Nov. 1. 

The winner will be announced on the Chamber ’s Facebook page 
after voting concludes.

The Halloween Parade would not be possible without the support 
of the city of Edwardsville, which works closely with the Chamber 
to provide security, traffic control and street clean up after the event.  

It's a fun evening for community members of all ages.  “The 
Halloween parade is a wonderful opportunity for the community to 
gather for a few hours of family-friendly fun. We’re proud to contin-
ue hosting this event year after year,” Bennyhoff said.
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