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Butts then asked how much 
could be held in the two domes.

Williams said approximately 
800 tons.

Butts also asked if there was 
any left over salt from the previ-
ous winter.

"We do we still have some left," 
Williams said.

He further said each time there 
was a snow event, city officials 
were backordering before it even 
came to avoid any problems.

A motion and second were 
made and the item will  be rec-
ommended for approval by the 
city council .

Meanwhile, the committee is 

also recommending approval of 
a resolution adopting Americans 
with Disabilities Act coordinator 
and procedures. 

City Engineer Ryan Zwijack 
explained the resolution is required 
as a part of 1990 Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Every municipal-
ity that  has buildings, sidewalks, 
and a certain number of employ-
ees is required to have a transition 
plan. 

"Part of that transition plan is to 
have an ADA coordinator as well 
as procedures for any comments 
or grievances that are filed with 
the city. So, this establishes that 
grievance procedure as well as 
the ADA coordinator, which is 
myself," Zwijack said.

A motion and second were 
made and the resolution will be 
recommended for approval by the 
city council.
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Black studies and African-American 
study programs are now a common fea-
ture in colleges and universities. But what 
do students who go through these pro-
grams learn, and how does the experience 
shape their views of society?

 “I think that what we are trying to do 
under the banner of black studies is to 
not just study the history of Africans and 
African Americans in the United States, 
but to look at a slightly broader spectrum,” 
said Prince Wells, associate professor in 
the department of music and director of 
the black studies program at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. Wells 
said that there is widespread support for 
black studies at SIUE. 

“The faculty are very interested in it,” 
he said. “We have an advisory committee 
and they all know about it and they sup-
port it. We are trying to build a program 
as well, the black studies minor. So the 
university is recognizing the value of a 
program like this. The community seems 
to be very responsive and welcoming 
to the development of a black studies 
minor.” 

While the program is called black stud-
ies at SIUE, other institutions use var-
ious names, such as Africa-American 
studies and Africana studies. There is 
also an African studies minor available 
at SIUE. But what exactly do these dif-
ferent names mean? Do they empha-
size different subject matter? After all, 
during the colonization of America by 
the Europeans, Africans landed not 
only in North America, but also in the 
Caribbean, Central America and South 
America. To what extent is it important 
to understand the whole phenomenon of 
the African diaspora in order to interpret 
the cultural, social and political climate 
in the Unites States today?

“I firmly believe that our past truly 
does influence our present,” said Sandra 
Weissinger, an assistant professor in the 
department of sociology and criminal 
justice at SIUE, and a member of the black 
studies program. “Without any under-
standing of the diaspora, without under-
standing the struggles it took to get here 
and labor through, we can’t speak to 
the social issues or resiliencies of today. 
Really I would argue that black history is 

American history, but we have excluded it 
or not spoken to it as much as is needed.”

Wells said that he thinks that scholars, 
regardless of race, are much more open 
to looking at the African-American expe-
rience today than they were in the past. 
And given all the different academic dis-
ciplines that intersect with black studies, 
one wonders if being interdisciplinary is a 
challenge or an opportunity. “An opportu-
nity,” Weissinger quickly responded. “We 
are putting forward diversity and inclu-
sion, and part of that, not just through 

teaching lessons to the students, is show-
ing them how that operates, whether it 
be diversity by race or diversity by disci-
pline. So I feel like if I were to work with 
a music person like Professor Wells, we 
would have a really phenomenal course. 
I would teach the social justice issues, but 
he would show us how jazz and other 
musical forms were part of the move-
ments, and in fact they were a movement 
within themselves.”

A common misconception outside 
the walls of the university is that these 

courses are taught only by, and only to, 
African Americans, but that is not the 
case. “We recently have heard about a 
new Ph.D. program on the outskirts of 
Chicago,” said Weissinger. “I believe it’s 
at Northwestern, for black studies, and 
there you will find black students, other 
students of color and white students as 
well. Even when I was in school there 
were people who would teach black stud-
ies courses who would identify as white. 
As I said before, this should not be some-
thing that is only for black students. This 

is American history, which means I don’t 
see why we would not want more and 
more diverse students in the black studies 
program.” 

Given the recent events in Ferguson, 
Mo., one wonders if they are changing the 
tone and subject matter in the conversa-
tion in black studies courses.  After all, a 
recent survey published in The New York 
Times shows a huge divide in perception 
of what happened in Ferguson, depend-
ing on whether the respondent was black 
or white. 

“I think it is the lack of education and 
the lack of familiarity of the history of 
African Americans here that helps create 
a divide like that,” said Wells. “I just find 
it hard to believe that if people really 
knew the plight of African Americans in 
this country that they would not readily 
see what these people are protesting and 
what they are talking about.” Wells has 
also seen changes in academia when in 
comes to race relations.

“I think the attitudes towards race here 
on campus pretty much reflect the atti-
tudes in this region,” he said. “I think the 
difference is that here on campus we are 
in a position to create policies and prac-
tices that kind of address different dispar-
ities and so forth. We have dialogues and 
we have classes and academic areas like 
black studies, women studies and African 
studies. 

“When I was here in 1971, it was not a 
place that was sensitive to the interests of 
black students,” said Wells. “We social-
ized amongst ourselves because there was 
nowhere else. We would go to East St. 
Louis, or St. Louis. You generally didn’t 
have entertainment geared toward the 
black community. So the university is a lot 
more sensitive to diversity now.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Trustee Blake Fuhler attended 
the meeting wearing a shirt with 
the new logo in front.

Miles also handed out cer-
tificates of appreciation to six 
young men who have done 
summer maintenance work 
this summer at  Edwardsville 
Township Park: Evan Rushing, 
Alexander Daly, Jayke White, 
Seth Hanabarger, Mike Ezell 
and Riley Nahlik.

The township was able to hire 
them after receiving a grant from 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.

“These men spent their summer 
evenings painting the entire perim-
eter fence, tennis court fences, and 
all the pavilions in addition to 
picking up trash and cleaning the 
bathrooms and doing other things 
out there,” Miles said. “Their hard 
work has made a significant and, 
I think, huge impact. I have got-
ten more comments about how 
nice the park is looking. And it 
has given us a great start to other 
improvements that we have in 
mind for the park this year.”
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In terms of how revenue is dis-
bursed, Jackstadt said 58 cents of 
every dollar paid by village tax-
payers goes to Edwardsville School 
District 7.

The village receives 11 cents of 
every dollar with the county taking 
in 10 cents.

Others receiving property tax 
disbursements are: Lewis and 
Clark Community College, 9 cents; 
the Glen Carbon Fire Protection 
District, 7 cents; the Glen Carbon 
Centennial Library District, 3 cents; 
Edwardsville Road and Bridge, 1 
cent and Edwardsville Township, 1 
cent.

In other business, Jackstadt dis-
cussed his desire to see the Glen 
Carbon Residents Advisory Board 
brought back to full strength.

To that end, Larry Pijut was 
appointed as chairman of the board 
and Luke Harris was appointed vice-
chair with both individual’s terms 
expiring on April 30, 2017.

Further, Jackstadt explained that 
five residents are needed for the 
board, which meets on  a quarterly 
basis to discuss village issues.

Those interested may pick up an 
application and submit it by the end 
of the business day Sept. 30.

Applicants should be 21 years old 
or older and must have lived in the 
village for at least one year.

Jackstadt said the village is divid-
ed into five areas, based primarily 
on population, and one board repre-
sentative is needed from each of the 
those districts.

A reference map is available for 
viewing at Village Hall.

Should two applicants from the 
same district apply, a name will 
be drawn from a hat to determine 
which one will serve.

New board members will be offi-
cially appointed on Oct. 14.

 “Our membership has dwindled 
to two or three on the RAB and 
it’s been that way for probably 10 
months,” Jackstadt said.

Meanwhile, the board approved 
the purchase of two 2015 Ford police 
interceptor utility vehicles with a 
total price of $66,960.

The purchase of a 2015 Ford police 
interceptor sedan in the amount of 
$29,065 was also approved.

Homewatch CareGivers, located 
at 4517 Route 159, was recognized as 
the August Business of the Month.

Homewatch CareGivers specializ-
es in non-medical in-home care for 
the elderly and physically infirm.
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The first projects the Summer 
Zone students created were card-
board cars, which was an art 
project in coordination with the 
Edwardsville Art Center.  The 
EAC was hosting free art work-
shops where children could stop 
by and make a cardboard car to 
then “drive” in the Route 66 First 
Annual Cardboard Car parade.  
“We got a bunch of volunteers 
together through the EAC and 
a bunch of boxes and basically 
made the form of the car for the 
students,” Heerspink explained.   
“We had about 10 volunteers make 
about 100 cars.   And then in the 
class period for that first week, stu-
dents got to decorate their own car 
– personalize it.  We encouraged 
students to come to the parade and 
participate in that, and we had a 
really, really great turnout.”

The next art project focused on 
the upcoming Father's Day holi-
day.  “The little kids, kindergarten 
through second grade, made hand 
print fish or butterflies,” Heerspink 
noted.  “They used their  hands 
as a means to create the  image. 
The hand became the form.  The 
older kids did a mixed media piece 
where they made key-chains for 
their fathers.  That one was a little 
bit moire craft based.”

The next couple of projects 
focused on different types of art. 
“So we looked at what a portrait 
is and they did a Lego self-por-
trait using mixed media. And we 
looked at what a still life was – they 
ended up doing a collage still life of 
trees,” Heerspink said.

Looking at the work of Miami-
based artist Romero Britto, the stu-
dents made an art piece inspired 
by the artist. “He's really popular 
in Miami, but not a lot of people 
have seen his work.  He does kind 
of more simple forms and then he 
fills them with pattern and color.  
We looked at his work and then 

the students got to make a work in 
response to what he does – so kind 
of in his style,” Heerspink said. 

“We also experimented with 
watercolor and household materi-
als,” Heerspink added.  “We talked 
about abstract art.”

The  fifth and sixth graders 
enjoyed making super heroes 
using wooden figures.  “The stu-
dents came up with a super hero 
power, a costume, and a name and 
they got to decorate their figures,” 
Heerspink said.  “They painted 
them and decorated them as if they 
were a super hero so that was kind 
of fun.”

Heerspink talked about the 
importance of incorporating art 
into education and play.  “Art just 
in general teaches kids to be cre-
ative,” he said.  “It  teaches dexteri-
ty. There's that connection from the 
inner ear to the brain to the hand 
and learning how to translate those 
signals... just in terms of that alone 
it's really important.”

“Art also allows them to have an 
outlet for their imagination – for 

the things that they are thinking 
about,” Heerspink added.  “And 
art allows them to problem solve 
and come up with solutions for an 
extremely large array of problems 
that arises when students are work-
ing on artwork.  So, there's a lot of 
things that come together when 
you do artwork that are good for 
students.”

The selection of the children's art-
work made during Summer Zone's 
Masterpiece Mondays will be on 
display until Sept. 26 at the EAC 
which is located in the southeast-
ern corner of Edwardsville High 
School.  The EAC is open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through 
Fridays and is open from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.  It is closed 
Sunday through Tuesdays.

During the same time period, the 
main gallery will feature an exhib-
it entitled “Literally Figurative.” 
This exhibit will highlight figu-
rative work by eight artists who 
use the human form as a vessel of 
narration or as a guide to explore 
greater ideas.
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Summer Zone participants work on a project in class.
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Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site offers a 
chance to explore Native American culture Sept. 
13-14 and watch as experts compete with the 
ancient “atlatl” spear-throwing device.

 American Indian Educational Days takes place 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 13 and 14, in the 
site’s Interpretive Center from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
American Indian Educational Resources of St. 

Louis will provide information about Indian 
beliefs, customs, dress and regalia.

The weekend includes craft demonstrations 
and hands-on activities for children. A flute play-
er, storyteller and dancer may also perform. The 
event is free.

 Sept. 13 also includes the Missouri Atlatl 
Association’s annual competition. The atlatl is a 
tool used to throw thin spears. It provides more 
speed and force than throwing by hand alone. 

Atlatls have been known to propel spears more 
than 800 feet at speeds topping 90 mph.

 Participants will compete for distance and 
accuracy with the atlatl, which was used by 
Native Americans for 10,000 years before the 
development of the bow and arrow. The com-
petitors will utilize both ancient and modern 
versions of atlatls and spears. There will be an 
informational booth and an area where visitors 
can try their hand at using an atlatl.

American Indian Education Days scheduled


