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Communication is the key to career success
Beyond specialized knowledge, 

employers today are interested in 
prospective employees’ ability to 
work as part of a team, their apti-
tude for critical thinking and their 
communication skills. No mater 
the area of work, these abilities 
are essential to success. A good 
example of such a career is journal-
ism. And a good example of a per-
son whose career has depended on 
these skills is Steve Jankowski. 

Jankowski, who was born in 
Rolla, Mo., obtained his bachelor’s 
degree in mass communications 
at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. Today he is the 
director of alumni affairs and exec-
utive director of the SIUE Alumni 
Association. But his original goal 
was a career in broadcasting. 

“I was a student at SIUE in 
broadcasting and I heard that there 
was an opening at WSIE, the uni-
versity’s radio station, in the sports 
department,” he said. “Having had 
no experience in broadcasting at 
all – but falling into what I came to 
love as my career – I applied and 
auditioned for the sports depart-
ment and was given the task of 
doing a sports cast in the evening 
here on this radio station in 1972.”

Within a few months the posi-
tion of news director opened and 
Jankowski was given the job. He 
soon learned the strengths and 
responsibilities of being in a broad-
cast position, and the costs as well 
as the ethics involved. Yet from the 
70s to today, the communications 
industry that Jankowski came to 
love has undergone great changes. 

“The biggest difference I see is 

what was determined to be news-
worthy and how that happened,” 
he explained. “We used to look at 
six criteria that we would lay over 
any news story: the importance, 
the impact, the proximity, the time-
liness, the curiosity or unusualness 
of a story and any controversy 
involved. So you would take a 
story and score it from 1 to 10 on 
each one of those areas.  A story 
that came close to 60 would be a 
story of great importance.” Now, 
he said, sensationalism is the new 
focus of the news.

“The most sensational and what 
can be teased and dangled out there 
from an emotional standpoint, as 
opposed to what really is impor-
tant or has impact for the viewers 
or listeners to hear and partake in,” 
is how he described today’s news 
coverage.

When he started doing television 
news, film was still being used. 
“We would shoot black and white 
film on a scoop and gate millimeter 
camera and that is with my first 
job in Fort Smith, Ark., doing TV 
news,” he said. “We would be able 
to do a sound bite of 25 to 40 sec-
onds, so someone could make a full 
statement. As opposed to the way 
it is now, where we were directed 
as late as a few years ago that if a 
sound bite was longer than 11 sec-
onds then it was too long.”

He said that he thinks that view-
ers and listeners are not really get-
ting the level of service from broad-
cast journalism that they used to. 
Also, he said, can be added the 
problem of the unreliability of the 
news today. 

“Part of the reason we have a free 

press is to protect our democracy, 
and I fear oftentimes we have a 
society that is not getting the full 
story or a balanced report. So they 
really don’t have a clear under-
standing of some of the key issues 
and what they should believe,” he 
added. 

“When a student will quote 
Wikipedia as a source, there is a 
problem. When someone will view 
the Jon Stewart show and say, ‘I 
watched a newscast tonight,’ that’s 
a problem,” he said. “As Charles 
Osgood, the great writer and CBS 
anchorman put it, ‘We have tre-
mendous abundance of informa-
tion and a horrific lack of wisdom.’ 
I think that comes from the fact 
that we often rely on sources that 
may or may not be accurate.” 

Now Jankowski is in a different 
field as director of alumni affairs 
at SIUE. Yet, he knows that what 
he learned as a communicator has 
made a tremendous difference in 
his current job, and that is why he 
thinks that for today’s students it 
is essential to develop communica-
tion skills regardless of what pro-
fession they are going to pursue.

“For instance, right now we are 
reviewing scholarship applica-
tions,” he said. “The alumni asso-
ciation provides more than $30,000 
worth of scholarships each year. 
And when you look at the scholar-
ship applications and you look at 
how a student has written or com-
municated what they want to do, 
what goals they may have in life in 
an essay, you look at the language 
they use, the grammar they use, or 
even the lack of unreadable writ-
ing.” 

He blames the problem in part 
to social media. “We have literally 
lost the ability to sit down, face 
to face and have a decent conver-
sation with someone, or write a 
letter, communicate our thoughts 
and feelings eloquently and effec-
tively,” he said. “I think students 
now need to understand that they 
may feel like texting is the great-
est thing, but when you’re out in 
the professional world, that person 
who is looking to hire you is going 
to what to know if you can write a 
sentence? Can you go out and meet 
with a customer? How well do 
you carry yourself? Do you dress 
professionally? Do you act profes-
sionally? And those are all skills 
that I think through our alumni 
programs, whether it is mentoring 
or otherwise, we try to communi-
cate to current students that it is 
incredibly important. It is just as 
important to be able to communi-
cate with someone as it is to get 
your degree and then go out and 
get that job.” 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can 
be heard every Sunday morning at 
9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@
siue.edu.
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 “We’ve got a kind of built-in clientele because of all the people who 
used to shop at the Glen Carbon store and are so happy we’re back,” 
says Magette. 

The husband and wife team have many years of retail experience 
between them. Magette has been a branch manager for U.S. Bank and 
Shekel has been a regional manager for a public storage company. They 
lived for a while in Wisconsin but job transfers have bounced them 
around the country though could always find a W.B.U. franchise to shop 
at.

Today they live in Swansea, across the street from another W.B.U. 
franchise. 

“We got tired of the corporate life and looked for an opportunity and 
we found that there was another opportunity here in Edwardsville,” 
Magette says.

 In addition to selling sacks of safflower – a small, white seed meant 
to attract songbirds but not larger birds and squirrels – the store carries 
other blends, including the popular No-Mess.

They also sell several different systems designed to thwart squir-
rels and large birds. The Eliminator features “unique, weight-sensitive 
technology” that causes the feeder’s seed ports to close when a squirrel 
touches the perch ring, according to the W.B.U. web site.

An Advanced Pole System squirrel baffle is popular as well. The 
tapered baffles are made of “durable, powder-coated steel” designed to 
keep squirrels and raccoons out. “Otherwise they can crawl right up the 
pole,” Magette says. 

The owners have been in contact with the Watershed Nature Center, in 
Edwardsville, and the TreeHouse Wildlife Center, a rehabilitation center 
for injured and orphaned wildlife, in Brighton. “They’ve said, ‘When we 
have something that we can partner with you, we will certainly reach out 
to you,’” Magette said.

Schekel said their proximity to Shop ‘n Save hasn’t hurt. “People will 
stop in and say, ‘We didn’t even know you were here,’” Schekel said.
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Kicking off the live music is Wack-A-Doo at 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. At 
1:30 p.m., Dana Michael Anderson & 6 Mile will take the stage until 
4 p.m. Wrapping up the day will be Sam West from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

High said all of the music will be family appropriate. 
Money raised at this year ’s beer festival will be used to send under-

privileged Boy Scouts from the local Lewis and Clark Council to sum-
mer camp.

“We thought with the summer coming up, what’s something we can 
do. When we talked to the Scouts in the area we found some under-
privileged youth can’t afford to go to summer camp,” High said. “That 
is just a need that we were so ready and so willing to help with. To be 
able to send some of these kids to camp that otherwise might not have 
been able to go. So we are really excited about it.”

It costs approximately $250 for a scout to go to summer camp for a 
week-long camping experience. In addition to meals for the week, daily 
program opportunities include rock climbing/rappelling, shooting 
sports, swimming and all-terrain vehicles.

There is no cost to attend the beer festival and attendees do not have 
to be 21 to enter. However, those wishing to purchase beer must be 21. 
No coolers or food are permitted and leashed dogs are allowed. The 
Edwardsville Police will be on hand to confiscate any fake IDs.

For additional information, questions and updates visit Global 
Brew’s Facebook page or call Global Brew at 307-5858

“We’re really excited. It’s wonderful to be in this community. There 
are so many great local businesses who want to support charities and 
we think this is a really fun and easy way to do it,” High said.

Helping hands
Lewis & Clark Community College students volunteered to help with the remodeling efforts at the house located at 922 Grand 
Ave. this week. Remodeling began on the home last summer when the local Habitat For Humanity, which owns the house, col-
laborated with The Faith Coalition to arrange for the Faith Coalition’s members to orchestrate the volunteer labor and funding 
for the renovation.
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Looking  to get rid of your outdated elec-
tronics? Let CJD E-Cycling help you get your  
spring cleaning  off right by taking your elec-
tronics to be recycled.

CJD will be hosting  upcoming drives from 
9 a.m. to noon on April 19 and April 26 at 
Glen Carbon Village Hall.

Illinois Law prohibits landfill disposal of 
electronic devices, including televisions and 
computers, and some companies charge as 
much as $20 to dispose of them for resi-
dents. 

CJD E-Cycling will take those items for 
free, providing community members with a 
secure, Earth friendly option for discarding 
used electronics. The following items are a 
sample of what is accepted:

Anything with a cord, anything metal; 
Computers, monitors, printers, cables; Fax 
machines, scanners, digital converter boxes, 
cable receivers, satellite receivers; Video game 
consoles, digital video disc player/recorders, 
portable music players; Networking equip-

ment, server, telecommunications, phones, 
cell phones, clocks; VCR, stereos and audio/
video equipment, including cable/satellite; 
TV’s – ($5 donation accepted to help off-set 
the recycling cost); Holiday lights, metal dec-
orations and metal furniture; Electric, cabling, 
communication machinery; Home electron-
ics, blenders, toasters; White goods: wash-
ers, dryers, dishwashers, furnaces; Medical 
equipment and all types of diagnostic equip-
ment; Industrial machinery and equipment, 
including power and gas equipment; Lawn 
equipment, tools, old mowers, tillers, etc; Air 
conditioners, refrigerators, humidifiers; Old 
motors, non-PCB type transformers; Car and 
re-chargeable household batteries and lead 
items; Non-ferrous metals

The following items WILL NOT be accepted: 
Radioactive material; Oil, antifreeze, paint, 
pesticides, oil filters, air bags, lead mercury 
switches and fluorescent lights; Non-elec-
tronics such as tires, dirt, wood, asbestos, 
office waste, insulation, fiberglass, roofing, 
solid waste and furniture; Flammable materi-
al; Explosives such as firearms, ammunition, 

shells, artillery; PCB’s such as capacitors, 
transformers and ballast

The CJD E-Store is open to the public to 
purchase refurbished electronics such as flat-
screen TV’s, lap top computers, full computer 
systems including towers and monitors. 

Support is ending for Windows XP and 
Office 2003. 

The CJD E-cycling store provides a cost-
efficient option to upgrading your system. 
Offering full computer systems, the E-Store is 
a Certified Microsoft Refurbisher. Customers 
will benefit from the quality refurbished PCs 
preinstalled with genuine Windows 7 licens-
es. They will have access to the benefits of 
downloads, updates, and enhanced features 
such as anti-virus software. Microsoft Office 
2010 can also be installed to enhance your 
computer. Additionally, we can recycle your 
outdated PC. Stop by the E-store, located at 
4758 Humbert Road, Suite B, Alton and get 
rid of the old, and purchase the new! For a 
complete list of services and e-cycling drives, 
visit us at www.cjdecycling.com and follow 
us on Facebook.
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"I have heard only compliments from the 
council members when discussing your 
selection and Keith Short is a big fan," 
Stamer read.

With the comments finished, a motion 
and second were made to appoint Krause 
as the new alderman of Ward 5, which was 
approved unanimously, 6-0.

After the meeting, Krause expressed 
excitement about getting to serve as 

alderman.
"I'm looking very forward in the coming 

months to getting to know on a personal 
level all of the department heads and staff 
and really get caught up to speed on the 
various programs that are going on with 
the city. Honestly to continue the positive 
momentum that we already have going 
here," Krause said. "Keith and I were pro-
fessional colleagues within the city, obvi-
ously on different levels. He was the alder-
man for Ward 5 where I'm from. Really a 
lot of our ideas do mirror one another. So 
as far as what the public can expect out of 
me is policy that is very in line with what 
Mr. Short was working with over the past 

three years."
Krause, whose term ends in May of 2015, 

plans on spending time meeting with indi-
viduals, both residents and business own-
ers, within the ward to find out there 
concerns and work from what he learns to 
make the community better.

Having served on the Historic Preservation 
Commission is something Krause was able 
to learn from and plans to use some of  his 
knowledge and apply it as an alderman. 

"I think the ability to balance different 
view points and to do that in a manner that 
will hopefully produce a successful outcome 
for the general public. When your regulat-
ing private property, people have varying 

degrees of opinions on how you should do 
that and so, especially with preservation, it 
can get heated and so what I'd like be able 
to do here is to bring over that balance, to 
be able to hopefully balance opinions and 
weigh things out."

Krause will be serving on the Public 
Safety Committee and the Administrative 
and Community Services Committee.

Krause lives in the Leclarie neighborhood. 
Both he and his wife came to Edwardsville 
for education and fell in love with the com-
munity and decided to stay.

After the meeting, Stamer said she is 
confident he will do a good job and work 
hard.

"It's been a pleasure to work with him 
through HPC and I've had opportunities to 
do that and I'm confident that he will be a 
wonderful addition to the city council and 
he will work hard for his ward," Stamer 
said.

As a result of his appointment to the posi-
tion of Ward 5 alderman, Krause resigned 
from the Historic Preservation commission.

In other business Larry Lipe was 
appointed to the Beautification and Tree 
Commission.

Kathryn Biarkis resigned from the Historic 
Preservation Commission.

In addition, probationary police officer 
Brad Bincsik resigned.

City

Electronic recycling event scheduled
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