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Clothing tells important story for anthropologist
For many, the relationship between 

American Indians and Europeans can 
be explained through issues of wars and 
trade. But for many anthropologists and 
historians, it is much more complicated 
than that. In fact, many aspects of these 
relationships can be understood through 
items such as clothing and photographs. 
An anthropologist who has been study-
ing these less well-known aspects of 
the relationship is Cory Willmott, an 
associate professor in the department 
of anthropology at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville.

A native of St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
Canada, she obtained her bachelor ’s and 
master ’s degrees at York University in 
Ontario, Canada, and her doctorate in 
anthropology at McMaster University, 
also in Ontario. Willmott said that the 
work of anthropologists who study 
native cultures is delicate work that calls 
for sensitivity to the desires and opin-
ions of the native people. For example, 
in his book “Custer Died for Your Sins: 
An Indian Manifesto,” Vine Deloria Jr. 
stated that anthropologists were con-
sidered worse than government agents, 
missionaries and all other Westerners 
that Native Americans had to deal with.

“That was in the late 70s and early 
80s and anthropologists really had to 
turn themselves upside down and look 
at themselves and say, ‘Why are we 
being criticized that much?’” Willmott 
explained. “It is true they would go into 
the field and write their books and never 
give back to those native communities. 
Now it’s all about collaboration.” One 
of Willmott’s areas of research is the 
role played by clothes in the relation-
ship between the American Indians and 
the British.

“The most important point is the 
political power of clothing,” she said. 
“This is illustrated very strongly in the 
fur trade era. The British and the early 
Americans would give gifts to the chiefs 
of a chief ’s outfit. Because our cloth-
ing represents our social identities, this 
introduced a stronger sense of hierarchy 
into Native American societies.” This 
relationship also changed and bonded 

the relations with the American Indians 
and the British.

“So they would actually make chiefs by 
giving them outfits,” she said. “So there 
is a category of chief in the Anishinaabe 
language which translates to ‘made 
chief.’ This situation became serious 
when we moved into the reservation era. 
The governments when making treaties 
dealt with these ‘made chiefs’ as if they 
were real chiefs. The traditional chiefs 
often never even got to deal with the 
political leaders.” Since there was a lot 

of fur trading between the American 
Indians and the British, one may wonder 
about its impact on their hierarchical 
relationship.

“What many people don’t realize is 
that clothing is hugely significant,” 
Willmott said. “Statistically cloth was 
the big-time seller in terms of volume 
and cost. That was going the opposite 
direction into the native community. So 
when we talk about trade we need to 
realize it was a two-way street. Early 
on the Native Americans actually had 

the economic upper hand because they 
were discerning customers and when 
Britain was fighting with France and say 
France had a better product, or when 
Britain was fighting with the Americans 
and Britain had the better product, the 
Native Americans could play the trad-
ers off each other.” And there were other 
factors playing a role. 

“I think the other thing we need to 
realize because it became obscured dur-
ing the reservation era was the tremen-
dous amount of intermarriage,” Willmott 

said.  “This was a collaborative venture. 
The fur traders were in there living 
amongst the native people, not only in 
their forts, but they married into the 
native community. And there became 
this new society that shared properties 
of both the Native Americans and the 
Europeans.”

Willmott has also been studying the 
pictures of Native Americans from the 
late 19th to the early 20th century, and 
although pictures are said not to lie, 
things are not so simple. 

“Pictures are deceptive in many ways. 
At the same time, if we are talking about 
photographs, they are actually physically 
related to what they are representing,” 
she said. “I use both paintings and pho-
tographs because if I’m going earlier into 
the time before photographs you have 
to rely on paintings and drawings and 
things like that. So it’s of obvious rel-
evance to my clothing research because 
they show people in clothes.” 

The native people Willmott has been 
most interested in studying are the 
Anishinaabe and she has a personal rea-
son for that.

“People might know them in the States 
by the word Chippewa and in Canada 
they are usually called the Ojibwa. 
Their geographical distribution has been 
Ontario, Manitoba, Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Michigan. I grew up primarily since I 
was about six in Ontario,” she said. “I feel 
because of my international background 
it was always a challenge for me to feel 
very connected to my roots, so wherever 
I go I always work hard to understand 
the history and the sense of place.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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From left: Andre Delpuech, Curator at Musee du Quai Branly, Paris, Heidi Bohaker, Department of History, 
University of Toronto, Cory Willmott, Anthropology, SIUE, and Crystal Migwans (Anishinaabe), at the collections 
study facilities at Musee du Quai Branly, Paris, France, on May 23.

Cutting in
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce recently joined the staff at SKD Key Accounting & Tax 
Services, LLC for a ribbon cutting ceremony. SKD Key Accounting & Tax Services, LLC is located at 314 North Main St. in 
Edwardsville. For more information call  307-9190 or visit www.skdaccounting.com.
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In a statement, Myers said her priority was to “serve with the utmost integ-
rity” and concentrate on serving the “individual needs of my constituents as 
they interact with county government.”

Myers said she also strove to “streamline county government and make 
Madison County more effective and efficient.”

Dunstan has 60 days to name a replacement. 
The process will be much the same as the county used to replace Hal 

Patton, a Republican who resigned following his election as mayor of 
Edwardsville. In that situation, Madison County Republican Party Chairman 
Andy Carruthers submitted three names to Dunstan, who wound up choos-
ing Jamie Goggin to represent Edwardsville’s District 24.

Dunstan said Wednesday that he is unlikely to have a name to recommend 
to the County Board in time for the Oct. 16 meeting. 

If he doesn’t, board members will vote on a recommendation at the Nov. 
20 meeting. 

COUNTY
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“It’s just a lot of apartments on a small piece of 
land,” Brewer said.

He addressed noise and light pollution created 
by cars in the parking lot and students congregat-
ing in various areas on the grounds.

“Students operate on different hours than peo-
ple who live adjacent to the property,” Brewer 
said.

The ownership and management of the prop-
erty in the long term was another concern for 
Brewer who works for Mills Properties in St. 
Louis. He is concerned the property will be  
flipped to someone else once it gets up and run-
ning, a practice he has seen before.

The possible impact on value of adjacent prop-
erty was his final issue.

“Just things to consider before making a vote 
on this property,” Brewer said.

Business continued to a resolution authorizing 
a development agreement between the city of 
Edwardsville and The Edge LLC.

Alderman Tom Butts began pointing out 
the only major change made by the Finance 
Committee was in regard to the funds to be 
escrowed in order to attempt to purchase the 
Cherry Hills lot for the extension of Century 
Drive.

For Alderman Craig Louer, the issue of access 
to the property is still too much of a problem.

“We started out with access through the back 
of the property to SIUE. We started out, this was 
not going to impact the traffic on 157. We went 
back to a situation where we would have side-
walks to allow student traffic out and get them 
down to the bike paths,” Louer said. “The path 
through SIUE doesn’t exist anymore. The side-
walks don’t exist anymore. There isn’t a second 
entrance anymore.”

These things bother Louer. In an area where 
the city has allowed the density in the property 
to increase, he said it is his belief if density is 
increased, access should be increased not the 
other way around.

The other concern is the amount of time the 
development agreement lays out to acquire the 
property needed to make the connection.

To Louer, the six months time period for the 
developer to acquire the property is just not long 
enough and a longer time period should be set so 
more discussions can happen.

Alderman Janet Stack also spoke up against the 
developer citing concerns with the financing of 
the project and the density of the site. 

In response to the concerns, Butts said this fits 
in with the comprehensive plan. The fire chief has 
no problem with the site. And  in regard to access, 
the city cannot force someone to sell.

Butts also pointed out if traditional apartments 
were to be built on the site, a developer could put 
170 plus apartments there.

As far as density is concerned Butts asked City 
Planner Scott Hanson the exact dwelling units 
per acre, which Hanson answered is 11.62 dwell-
ing units per acre as opposed to the 10.9 dwell-
ing units per acre as allowed by ordinance. The 
deviation results in 14 additional dwelling units 
on the property.

A motion was made to authorize a develop-
ment agreement between the city of Edwardsville 
and the Edge Student Housing, LLC by Butts and 
seconded by Alderman Keith Short

The motion was approved 5-2 with Stack and 
Louer voting no. 

Alderman Jeanette Mallon commented about 
the process with this Planned Unit Development 
as being particularly difficult.

“I found this whole process, in my opinion, 
was frustrating. There were changes being made 
constantly that I felt we were not being made 
aware of. I felt the information, when it was dis-
seminated, was not disseminated in a manner 
that it should have been. It seemed like it took 

forever to get any information on this. The only 
way I did get information was to ask questions,” 
Mallon said. “I’m just hoping that in the future 
when other developments come forward they are 
not handled like this.”

Butts agreed with this sentiment, but Short 
wanted to make sure all the blame is not placed 
on the developer.

“I think it should also be a matter of public 
record that in watching this process, I’ve seen 
the developer offer many of the things that aren’t 
there,” Short said. “So it’s not as though the 
developer was uncooperative or unwilling.”

In order to avoid another situation like this,  Mayor 
Hal Patton suggested a possible joint meeting between 
the Finance Committee and the Administrative and 
Community Services Committee, who both have 
dealt with this extensively.

Business moved to a resolution authorizing 
The Edge Planned Unit Development.

Mallon explained that the PUD just lays out the 
ground rules for the development.

The resolution was approved with Stack and 
Louer both voting no.

After the meeting Chris McKee, president 
of Optimus, the developer for the project, was 
happy to receive approval after all the meetings 
and negotiations with the city.

“Just really excited to get it approved. As I 
was saying to some folks earlier, it’s just the 
way the process works. I always felt like the 
city was negotiating and working in good faith 
and everybody is trying to cut a deal and make 
a project that works for both sides. Sometimes 
it takes a little longer. Sometimes it’s a little bit 
more involved and complicated. This happened 
to be one of those times. In the end I think it was 
a good deal and everybody got a true win win,” 
McKee said.

McKee also said construction is expected to 
begin in the spring of 2014 with an expected 
opening date of summer of 2015.

The project is expected to cost $20 million and 
generate 150 construction jobs.
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That’s when the truck driver rammed the side of the woman’s car “and 
began to turn into her vehicle as if he was trying to run her off the road,” 
according to the statement.

When the woman tried to stop, the truck driver rammed the front end of her 
car “as if he was doing a U-turn,” Parker wrote.

The truck driver then sped south on Route 157. 
A check of the truck’s registration returned to a silver 2005 Dodge pickup 

truck belonging to Gary W. Wagoner, 52, of Pontoon Beach.
The Glen Carbon officers who responded to the scene say they were familiar 

with Wagoner and say he was known for wearing a white cowboy hat.
They soon learned that at the time of the incident, Wagoner’s drivers license 

was revoked for a DUI conviction in 2009 as well as previous convictions for 
driving on a revoked license, according to court records. 

Detectives were able to locate cell phone numbers that allegedly belonged 
to Wagoner. Wagoner had told police that he wasn’t sure he was even in the 
area on June 16. Parker soon obtained a search warrant from Sprint/Nextel 
Communications in an effort to find out whether he was.

Glen Carbon police met with prosecutors to seek charges. On Aug. 30, 
Madison County State’s Attorney Tom Gibbons charged Wagoner with Driving 
on a Revoked License, a felony. A few days later, Wagoner was charged with 
misdemeanors for Leaving the Scene of an Accident, Improper Lane Usage, 
and Operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

Bail was set at $15,000, and a warrant was issued for Wagoner’s arrest. 
The search warrant was filed at the Madison County Clerk’s office this 

week.
Wagoner was not in custody Tuesday.
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“As part of the Homecoming/Alumni Weekend this concert provides a 
great enticement to celebrate those memories as well as discover how this 
university has grown.”

Part of the master plan for The Gardens includes the completion of an out-
door amphitheater and pavilion where concerts such as Erin Bode would take 
place.  Conceptual designs of these new garden features will be available for 
viewing prior to the concert.

“Live outdoor music is part of SIUE’s DNA,” Morrison added. “As an Alumni 
Association, we want to create engaging events that are original but are also 
organic to the SIUE experience.  And with students living just a short walk down 
the bike trail, we’re hoping that they’ll also stop by to enjoy the concert.”

Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs or a blanket, and pets are wel-
come on a leash. Guests may also bring in picnic baskets and wine will be 
available for purchase from Crushed Grapes. Parking will be available at lot 
P10 (the pool lot).  Visitors may wish to take the short stroll to the Arboretum 
Plaza entrance or shuttles will be available from the parking lot to the concert 
site.   Additional information about  The Gardens or the Alumni Weekend can 
be found on The Gardens At SIUE Facebook page or call the SIUE Alumni 
Association at (618) 650-2760.  The concert will take place rain or shine.
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