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Most of us have read or seen adap-
tations of Victorian literature – think 
Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde and the 
Brontë sisters. Even if you’ve never 
read one of their books or seen a film 
adaptation, their names are solidly fixed 
in popular culture. This was a period 
during which English literature became 
extremely popular worldwide, but also 
a period full of contradictions in the 
minds of those who lived through it.

�“There are so many ideas circulating 
in the air during the Victorian times that 
some people saw salvation in industry 
and hard work, others in religion. Others 
saw it in aesthetics and beauty, still oth-
ers in the family structure,” said Helena 
Gurfinkel, an assistant professor in the 
department of English language and 
literature at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. “Victorians are us and 
they are just as confused as we are.” 

Gurfinkel’s route to become an English 
professor is an unusual one. She was 
born in a non-English speaking country 
and went to college in another non-
English speaking country.

“I started studying English in the third 
grade and I just fell in love with the sound 
of the language,” she said. “I read ‘The 
Picture of Dorian Gray’ using a diction-
ary, so I struggled through it, but I fell 
in love with it and that strengthened my 
decision in terms of my career choices.” 
Because of that one book, she said, she 
became interested in Victorian literature 
at the age of 10. Born in Moscow, Russia, 
she obtained her bachelor ’s degree in 
English language and literature from the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, a mas-
ter ’s degree in English literature from 
Northeastern University in Boston and 
her doctorate in English literature from 
Tufts University in Massachusetts. 

�Victorian literature is usually char-
acterized by its idealization of life, love, 
luck and happy endings. But that is not 

always the case. 
“Not all Victorian novels are like that 

and some of them end fairly unhap-

pily, or they end happily but if you read 
between the lines, not everything is per-
fect, not everything is ideal,” Gurfinkel 

said. “Charles Dickens was actually one 
of the people who very smartly ended 
his novels in a sort of a bit of a sad 
note. Writers such as Dickens, Wilde, or 
Disraeli were very critical of the con-
nection between the industrial revolu-
tion and the work ethic, knowing that it 
didn’t take into account the predicament 
of the poor, the predicament of child 
labor, the predicament of the people 
who migrated from rural areas to the 
cities to work in the newly emerging 
industries in cities such as Manchester 
and Liverpool. So, they were very criti-
cal about this ethics of work, which they 
considered the ethics of greed.”

Despite the horrors of child labor, 
the Victorian era also saw the birth 
of children’s literature, as exemplified 
by “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” 
and “Peter Pan.” 

“The emergence of the middle class 
family became basically the mainstream 
ideal family,” Gurfinkel explained. “It 
tends to idealize the child, makes the 
child special. It idealizes this parental 
love, so I think that that phenomenon 
may have been in response to the emer-
gence of this market for children’s lit-
erature.” 

This era also gave rise to literature 
that dealt with the influence of science 
on human existence. as exemplified by 
Robert Louis Stevenson in “Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde.” 

“The Victorians had a conflicting rela-
tionship with science,” Gurfinkel said.  
“On the one hand, scientific progress 
was responsible for the industrial revo-
lution and the increase of wealth and 
development of society. On the other 
hand, Charles Darwin made this enor-
mous impact in the middle of the 19th 
century, causing a lot of people com-
pletely to change their view of the world 
and produced a crisis of faith.”

Despite the fact that most of her stu-

dents never studied Victorian literature 
in high school, she said that she sees 
a very positive response once they are 
introduced to it.

 “Even though the students don’t know 
much about the Victorian period, their 
expectation sometimes is that the novels 
are going to be long, boring and writ-
ten in a language to which now is dif-
ficult to relate,” she said. “But once we 
start talking about the extent to which 
the Victorians influenced our world, the 
extent to which their concerns are our 
concerns and the richness of the language, 
things get easier.” 

Gurfinkel has authored a book titled, 
“Outlaw Fathers: Queering Patriarchy in 
Victorian and Modern British Literature,” 
which will soon be published. She is cur-
rently working on questions of ethics as 
they appeared in late Victorian literature.

“The concept of ethics that I’m choos-
ing is actually very different from both 
what they had and what we have today,” 
she said. “That’s the concept of ethics 
that the French philosopher and psy-
choanalyst Jacques Lacan came up with. 
It’s called ‘Ethics of Psychoanalysis.’ 
What’s interesting to me is that even 
though that concept appeared in the 
1950s, you can find certain ideas in late 
Victorian novelists that basically pres-
age that concept of ethics, which is very 
unconventional.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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Alderman Tom Butts explained that the original request was for $5,000 
and since the account is underfunded, all requests have been reduced by 
40 percent.

“Because of that reduction the committee thought it should pay the 
money up front,” Butts said.

The council approved the request and moved to another request for 
tourism funds also in the amount of $3,000 for the Edwardsville Rotary 
Club's Rotary Criterium on Saturday, August 17.

Butts stated that in order to be consistent, the amount was reduced from 
$5,000 – the original request– to $3,000 and would be paid up front.

“I would just like to add that the committee felt very strongly that these 
two items truly represent what the tourism fund is all about, which is to 
bring over-night stays to the community," Butts said.

The motion was approved.
The agenda continued to the termination of a state of emergency as of 

June 19. 
The proclamation was enacted to help streamline cleanup efforts relat-

ed to the May 31 storm and was approved by all present members. 
The agenda moved to a couple personnel matters, the first being the 

appointment of Dennis McCraken, City Clerk, and Tim Harr, Director of 
Public Works, to the Facilities Planning Committee. 

The final personnel item was the announcement that Harold "Butch" 
Slemmer, Sewer Department Assistant Foreman, is retiring effective June 
28, 2013 after 23 years of employment.

The next city council meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m., Tuesday July 2.
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The ushers, meanwhile, know that 
the job they do is an understated but 
crucial part of the Wildey experience. 
It’s a reflection of what Edwardsville 
once was – and what it is becoming.

Assistant lead usher Richard 
Burroughs says that spark is appar-
ent with each new patron.

“It’s neat to talk to people who 
have never been here before,” 
Burroughs says. “They really think 
it’s a fantastic venue. They’re glad 
the city saved it.”

In all, the Wildey staffs about 18 
active volunteers. For each event, 
they need a minimum of four ushers; 
they will usually staff six for larger 
events, like concerts. 

Schmidt and his assistants, 
Burroughs and Gail Miller, want to 
ensure that they have a large enough 
pool of participants to pick from 
in case others are busy. The ushers 
know each other and keep open lines 
of communication, so the scheduling 
process – Burroughs's forté – has 
proven mostly painless.

"It's really not difficult to get peo-
ple (to work events) now that we 
have a core group," Burroughs says.

With that in mind, Burroughs, 
Schmidt, and Miller try not to under-
staff or overwork their ushers. Above 
all, they want to make working at 
the Wildey a pleasure rather than a 
chore. 

Because at times, the job itself can 
be bigger than one might think.

“When you have 350 people in 
a building, and they’re allowed to 
– I don’t know how to say this gin-
gerly – but they’re allowed to drink 
alcohol in the building, you have to 
be conscious of that,” Schmidt says. 
“But so far, we’ve had very few 
problems. Our patrons have been 
really cooperative and really good 
about it.”

Schmidt’s fixation with the Wildey 
is both typical of and slightly different 
from many of the people who have 
become involved with it. Schmidt, 
a North St. Louis transplant and 
Southeast Missouri State graduate, 
is not exactly a native, but he may as 
well be. He moved to Edwardsville 
25 years ago, shortly after the Wildey 
closed its doors. Though he wasn’t 
here in time to see the old Wildey in 
action, his job teaching history par-
layed into his interest in preserving 

a piece of the area’s past in order to 
brighten its future.

“I’ve kind of followed the prog-
ress of Edwardsville, particularly the 
downtown area. I’ve always loved 
the downtown part of Edwardsville 
because it’s unique in many ways,” 
Schmidt says. “And the Wildey, in 
my opinion, has become the heart of 
downtown.”

Schmidt knows, however, that the 
heart of downtown can only be as 
dependable as the people who fill it. 
The ushers have a reverence for the 
building’s living history – to them, 
it’s not just another theatre.

Just ask Jim and Betty Burns. Jim, 
the long-time proprietor of his fam-
ily’s business, Edwin H. Burns and 
Sons Nursery, has lived in the area 
all his life. Betty moved to the area 
from Pennsylvania with her family 
in 1956, when she was still a youth. 
Jim and Betty married in 1963, in the 
latter years of the old Wildey’s hey-
day. They remember it well.

“We used to take our children to 
the Wildey,” Betty Burns says.

As their children began to grow up 
and leave the nest, the Wildey closed 
its doors, and the Burnses occupied 
themselves with their careers. Jim 
tended to the nursery and worked 
at a shipping provider. Betty spent 
eight years as a registered nurse at 
SIUE’s Health Services.

Still, they felt the void that the 
Wildey left in the city's downtown.

“It was a historic place in the com-
munity. It was built in, what, 1908, I 
believe? There’s been a lot of famous 
people that have come here,” Betty 
Burns says. “I just think it’s a big part 
of Edwardsville.”

When they heard that the theatre 
was set to reopen, Jim and Betty, 
both retired, felt they should extend 
a hand.

“We just liked what they had done 
to the Wildey and just thought it 
would be a nice way to give back to 
the community,” Betty Burns says.

Schmidt says that sense of commu-
nity is what makes all of the Wildey’s 
ushers so special. 

“They enjoy the camaraderie 
amongst us. They enjoy the cus-
tomer service. They’re very helpful 
people,” Schmidt says. “And they 
really like the ability, after things 
settle down, to see the concerts.”

If interested in volunteering for 
the Wildey Theatre, visit www.
wildeytheatre.com, click the 
“Volunteer” link at the top of the 
home page. Interested parties can 
also call the Wildey’s main phone 
line at (618) 307-2053.
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One of two boys in the group threw him a flotation noodle, and lifeguard 
Molly Balkenbush responded in an attempt to rescue him. 

When Mark Travis, a local resident, learned what had happened he donned 
scuba gear and began searching near the dock. According to the police report, 
Travis found the body at 6:55 p.m.

According to the coroner’s report, the body was recovered in 16 feet of 
water, about 85-feet from shore. Relatives said that Batee had not been drink-
ing alcohol.

“He was having a good time that day and was not complaining of any dis-
comfort,” they told deputies. 

The trial had been set for July 15. In a May 29 letter to Circuit Judge Andy 
Matoesian, Hepler attorney Daniel Lytle asked for, and received, a continu-
ance. 

Matoesian placed it on the Sept. 9 docket. 
Glisson will represent Batee’s estate. Hepler attorney Troy Bozarth will rep-

resent the association.

Continued from Page 1

 Kent is currently not in custody. Bond has been set at $65,000. 
A preliminary hearing has been set for today.
The Madison County State’s Attorney also filed charges against a 17 year-

old female for alleged possession of a controlled substance on June 13
According to Fillback, at 10:48 p.m. on June 9, an officer came across the 

female at Joe Glik Park after the park was closed and talked to her. While 
talking to her he smelled the odor of cannabis and the officer asked her if she 
was in possession of cannabis.

She admitted to being in possession of cannabis and was taken into cus-
tody. While in custody additional testing showed  she was allegedly in pos-
session of a controlled substance containing oxycodone.

She is not currently in custody and bond has been set for $10,000.
A preliminary hearing has been set for June 28.

CHARGES

LAWSUIT

COUNCIL USHERS

Team work
A team of children works 
together to set up a tent in 
the correct way using found 
sticks and branches for 
support while at Wilderness 
Camp at the Stephenson 
House on Thursday. 
Photo by Marci Winters-
McLaughlin.

Farmers' Market
now open in Alton
For the Intelligencer

The Alton Farmers' & Artisans' 
Market is open in the parking lot 
at the corner of 9th Street & Piasa 
St. The Market will be in session on 
Saturday mornings from 8:00 a.m. 
until Noon and on Wednesday 
evenings from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
through Oct 12. 

 Shoppers will find a wide 
selection of locally-grown sea-
sonal fruit and vegetables, 
including heirloom varieties 
and organically grown crops. 
Along with produce, fresh cut 
flowers, potted plants, grass-fed 
meat, local honey, fresh bread 
and other baked goods will be 
available, along with a large 
assortment of hand-crafted art-
work such as pottery, stained 
glass, handmade soap, and 
woodworking items. 

Alton Main Street organizes 
the Market, which has been in 
operation for approximately 20 
years, as part of its efforts to 
revitalize the Downtown Alton 
historic district. In 2012, the 
non-profit group commissioned 
the creation of a large, colorful 
mural that frames the Market 
parking lot, featuring scenes of 
life on the Mississippi River. 

The Market features a wide 
variety of products that are 
homegrown and handmade, 
and new vendors are wel-
come. Registration fees are 
$10 for Saturdays and $5 for 
Wednesdays; anyone who is 
interested is encouraged to 
visit the “Events” page at www.
DowntownAlton.com to down-
load the vendor registration 
form and bylaws.

“The market is a fun, easy, 

and responsible way for citizens 
to shop for healthy food. Fruits 
and vegetables are at their fresh-
est and most nutritious when 
purchased locally, and the most 
environmentally, economically 
and socially responsible way to 
purchase your food is through 
local growers at the Farmers’ 
Market,” said Sara McGibany, 
Executive Director of Alton 
Main Street. 

Live entertainment and spe-
cial activities have been sched-
uled throughout the season. 

The Community Cultivators 
will provide nature crafts, and 
Jacoby Arts Center will provide 
“Arts in the Park” activities. 

Organizers are also improving 
access to healthy foods thanks 
to the Illinois EBT Wireless 
Project grant funded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The 
grant aims to boost the sale of 
Illinois-grown food and provide 
access to fresh produce to low-
income residents by enabling 
Farmers’ Markets to accept 
Illinois Link cards, which access 
federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program benefits. 
“Having a wireless EBT machine 
will give our local farmers 
access to a whole new customer 
base. This will not only increase 
sales for our vendors, but will 
improve the health of our com-
munity,” said Christine Favilla of 
the Sierra Club who is partnering 
with Alton Main Street to pro-
mote this local foods initiative.

The event has a facebook page, 
found at: www.facebook.com/
AltonFarmersMarket, where 
shoppers will be updated on 
what produce is in season and 
receive reminders on upcoming 
entertainment and activities.


