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"CTC is simple, based on the collective 
creative abilities of the ensemble, and spear-
headed by director, Wendy Greenwood. The 
company brings to life folk tales, classic sto-
ries, poetry, music and song.”

A $2,500 grant from the university’s 
Meridian Society helped get the idea off the 
ground.

The target is the Edwardsville area and 
the hope is to deliver the message from the 
Wildey Theatre stage.

Cocuzza said the CTC’s goal is to introduce 
youngsters to the performing arts, but there’s 
still a lot of planning to be done and a lot of 
details to be worked out.

An agreement with the Wildey is one of 
those details, but Cocuzza is hopeful. 

“This theater troupe, made up of university 
students, will perform plays at the Wildey 
Theatre specifically written for our younger 
audiences,” Cocuzza said.

 “The performances will be targeted to area 
elementary and middle school students and 

may also include study guides for the teach-
ers and/or brief workshops or talkbacks fol-
lowing each performance for the students.”

Not only will students see live theatrical 
performances, they’ll also get a chance to visit 
the historic Wildey.

“The partnership supports the mission 
of the newly renovated Wildey Theatre to 
bring quality family arts programming to the 
Edwardsville community,” Cocuzza said. 

“Students will not only be exposed to the 
performing arts but also have the opportu-
nity to learn about and be part of the history 
of one of Edwardsville’s architectural land-
marks.”

Cougar Theater would like to produce one 
show at the Wildey in the fall of 2011 and 
another in the spring of 2012.

But until all the details can be worked out, 
the group will be performing at the Metcalf 
Theater.

It will follow “Aesop’s Fables” with 
Greenwood’s adaptation of Shel Silverstein’s 
“Where the Sidewalk Ends” with perfor-
mances at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on June 11.

Tickets are on sale now and general admission 
is $6. For more information, contact the Fine Arts 
Box Office, 618-650-2774.
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resources, and encourages mutual support.
The chamber's 500-plus members inclue 

businesses, non-profits and governmental 
groups.

Among benefits are networking oppor-
tunities, low-cost educational courses and 
marketing and advertising tools.

For example, marketing support includes 
free use of a bulk mail permit, printed mail-
ing labels, access to the chamber's mailing 
list and a monthly newsletter mailed to more 
than 800 subscribers.

“We support and connect businesses to the 
community,” Bennyhoff said.

In addition, she said, the chamber has 
events that everyone in the community can 
enjoy, too. “We host the annual Halloween 
Parade and organize the community-wide 
Fallfest,” she said.

Bennyhoff said the golf tournament allows 
the community to support the chamber by 
playing or sponsoring.

The cost is $130 per person and includes 18 
holes of tournament golf with cart, unlimited 
use of the driving range and putting green, 
gift bags, lunch, beverages on the course and 

dinner; contests include straightest drive, 
longest putt, closest to the pin and hole-in-
one.

The tournament is a four-person scram-
ble. Players can sign up with a team or be 
assigned one. 

Sponsorship packages range from $125 to 
$4,000. Sponsors as of May 25 include:

Bank; Coffey and McCracken Law Firm; 
Hortica Insurance & Employee Benefits; West 
and Co. LLC; Crawford, Murphy and Tilly; 
and Bull & Bear Grill & Bar.

Union.

Wrestling Club and Anderson Hospital.

House & Lounge.

Leaf Bank.

Edwardsville
The tournament begins with registration 

and driving range at 9:30 a.m., followed by a 
shotgun start at 10:30 a.m. and dinner at 3:30 
p.m. Sunset Hills Country Club is at 2525 
Route 157 in Edwardsville.

For more information or to download golf 
registration or sponsorship forms, go to www.
edglengolfchallenge.com.

Registration forms for both golfers and spon-
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Moeller has been writing songs since he was 
10.

“It is something that always has been a part 
of who I am,” he said. “I have always found 
comfort in it.” 

Writing and performing music helps him get 
through life, the good times and the bad, and is 
a way to express himself, he said.

Other major league teams have songs. The 
Chicago Cubs have songs like “All the Way” 
by Eddie Vedder and “Go, Cubs, Go!” by Steve 
Goodman, and the Cardinals have songs like 
“Who Let The Cards Out” by Baha Men, and 
“Redbird Fever” by Gretchen Wilson. 

Moeller wanted to do something for his 
favorite team, too. 

The tribute continues:
“Heart’s beatin’ fast as the story unfolds and 

we’re cheering on for glory. Through the balls and 
strikes, rolls and the flies, home runs and slides 
we’re roaring.

"Whether the board reads zero or the numbers 
climb, we won’t go down without a fight; all part of 
a St. Louis summer night.”

“So many heroes called this city home and 
brought us pride. Champions of the world and we’re 
swingin’ for another time.

"Hornsby, Dizzy, Stan, and Red, Lou and Bob, 
the Slaughter man, Boyer, Sutter, Ozzie and Mac. 
The list is growing all the time.”

Moeller has been performing since high 
school. He was a member of the Edwardsville-

based punk band Skatter until he graduated 
from EHS in 2003. When he moved to Flagstaff, 
Ari., Skatter broke up.

Moeller worked with bands in Flagstaff until 
pursuing a solo career in 2005. He produced a 
five-track E.P. entitled “Those Nights” in 2006, 
and then went on tour around the U.S. in 2007, 
not only as a solo act, but also as part of a band, 
Resident Saints, from Lake Havasu City, Ari.

Moeller returned to the St. Louis area in 2007 
to work on his solo career again. He recent-
ly added the Strummalongs to his live per-
formance. Together they perform around the 
region. The band describes its music as a com-
bination of Bruce Springsteen, the Clash and 
current punk acts such as the Bouncing Souls 
and Dropkick Murphys. The band includes 
Moeller on vocals and guitar, Joey Belsher 
on bass, Jayk Brown on guitar and Lyndsey 
Rawley on drums.

Moeller currently lives in Union, Mo., and 
works at a church camp by day. He returns to 
Edwardsville every so often to visit his family. 
His mother, Tracey Harris, and stepfather Jim 
Harris still live here.

“I am glad the Wildey Theatre is open,” he 
said. “I hope to make it there this summer.” He 
hopes to perform there some day, too.

"St. Louis Summer Night" will be on the next 
Eric Moeller and the Strummalongs CD, to be 
released Aug. 30. The CD can be pre-ordered 
on the band’s website. Until then, fans' only 
option is to download it or hear the band per-
form live.

To learn more about the band or listen to some of 
their music including St. Louis Summer Night, go 
to www.strummalongs.com.
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They can then use those tickets to enter a 
drawing for one or both of the grand prizes: 
a NOOK e-Reader or $100 worth of gift cer-
tificates for “A Night on the Town.”

“If you are not interested in the NOOK, 
put all your tickets in the gift card basket,” 
she said. “Or the other way around, or if you 
like both, you can split them up.”

All who register for the program will be 
entered into a weekly drawing to win a set 
of books.

Each set has a different theme, such as 
mysteries, romances, science fiction, fantasy, 
best sellers and books that have been made 
into movies.

“The winner can select the bundle of their 
choice,” Thompson said.

She said as the weeks go by there will be 
fewer categories available.

Thompson said all prizes have been pro-
vided by the Friends of the Library. “We 
could not do this without them,” she said.

The library will help participants get start-
ed with a registration bag filled with a 
reading log, a candy snack and bookmarks. 
Supplies are limited.

In addition, Thompson said those who 
write a book review will get an extra ticket 
for the grand prize drawing.

“It can be brief — why you liked the book 
or didn’t like it,” she said. “We will post them 

on the library’s blog.”
Thompson said the library is doing this 

to create more awareness about its blog and 
add more book reviews to it.

 “There is a lot of information on it for our 
patrons,” she said. "It’s a good reader advi-
sory tool.”

The library is also hosting reading pro-
grams for the younger crowd.

"Little Explorers Baby Reading Club" is for 
kids up to 2 years old, “One World, Many 
Stories” is for children 3 to 11 and “You are 
Here” is for  grades 6 through 12.

They run from June 6 through July 29, and 
participants will have chances to win prizes 
including a grand prize in each group: a 
Smart Trike for the Little Explorers, a bicycle 
for the children and a Kindle for the teens.

Other upcoming programs at the library 
include: 

Estate Outlook from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., June 
7, with representatives of Zanola Co. and 
Greater Gateway Association of Realtors dis-
cussing the local market.

p.m., June 25, presented by Laura Schmidt, 
who will demonstrate how to make an enve-
lope album to hold mementos from vacations 
or special occasions. Registration is required. 
Sign up at the library starting at 9 a.m. on 
June 8.

The library is located at 112 South Kansas in 
Edwardsville. For more information, go to www.
edwardsville.library.org or call 692-7556.
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 A federal judge threw the coun-
ty’s map out and ordered it come 
up with a new one, calling the 
original “invalid, unconstitutional, 
and unenforceable.” 

In his ruling, U.S. District 
Judge David Herndon wrote that 
the 2001 map violated the Equal 
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. The ruling came after 
the county’s Republicans filed a 
suit in federal court.

Under the resulting revised map, 
the board has 19 Democrats and 10 
Republicans. 

"I think they were more transpar-
ent than they were 10 years ago," 
said Chris Slusser, a Republican 
who represents Wood River's 
District 15. 

Slusser challenged Dunstan's 
assertion that all 29 board mem-
bers were allowed equal input 
in the process. Slusser said that 
he and fellow Republicans Kathy 
Smith, of Alton, and Tom McRae, 
of Bethalto, were not permitted to 
submit their own proposed maps 
as the other 26 members were.

"We were told, 'This is what 
you're getting," he said. "But this 
is political. It's the most politi-
cal thing we do as a board, and I 
understand that."

On Thursday, Dunstan said the 
proposed 2011 map follows state 
law. “But more importantly, it pro-
tects the rights of the county resi-
dents for fair and equal represen-
tation,  and it guarantees that the 
districts were drawn to represent 
equal population, or as close to 
9,296 people as possible,” he said.

At a meeting earlier this year, 
Assistant State’s Attorney John 
McGuire urged members not to 
deviate above or below that num-
ber by more than 10 percent per 
district.

The Government Relations 
Committee is expected to vote on 
the new map at its June 6 meeting. 
If approved, it would be voted on 
by the full County Board at its June 
15 meeting.

Springer studies links between religions
In today’s technology-dominated world, it 

is sometimes hard to imagine how
people thought and behaved a couple of 

thousand years ago. It is oftentimes even 
harder

to appreciate how what we can learn from 
the distant past can benefit us in the 21st

century.
Yet some scholars think that the study of 

that past is extremely relevant. One of them 
is Carl Springer.

Springer was born in San Diego, Calif. 
He graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
in classics, German and theology from 
Northwestern College in Wisconsin. He 
received his master’s and doctoral degrees 
from the University of Wisconsin in Madison, 
where he studied Greek, Latin, and Hebrew.

He said that he knew since he was young 
that he had an interest in the ancient Greeks 
and Romans. Today he is a professor in 
the Department of English Language and 
Literature at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.

“There are not a lot of classicists around 
any more,” said Springer. “But those who 
are feel attracted to understanding the roots 
of Western culture.”

One area he has been researching is the 
relationship between paganism — the belief 
in many gods — and Christianity. Since 
Christianity developed within Greek and 
Roman cultures that were essentially pagan, 

he and other researchers have been ask-
ing what are the similarities between both. 
“That is the question that has been absorbing 
me for my professional career,” explained 
Springer.

One characteristic of all Greek and Roman 
pagans was their strong sense of idolatry 
toward particular gods or goddesses. Some 
argue that some Christians’ belief not only in 
God, but also in saints, angels, and the like, 
is itself a form of paganism, an argument 
that is still being used today in disputes 
between Protestants against Catholics.

“It is an important truth that over the 
history of Christianity, Christians co-opted 
pagan winter festivities such as Dec. 25 and 
made it Christmas. The fact of the matter is 
that nobody really knows when Christ was 
born,” said Springer.

Paganism also has strong ties to mytholo-
gy, another research area for Springer. In fact, 
most of the Roman gods were the same as 
the Greek gods — just with different names.

“Christianity rises out of the Roman world, 
which was highly civilized. Therefore it is not 
surprising to find some similitudes between 
the two,” said Springer. “It is interesting to 
see that at the beginning of the 4th century, 

to be a Christian in the Roman Empire was 
illegal and by the end of that century, it was 
illegal not to be one.”

In fact Christianity was not the only reli-

gion at that time. “There were many reli-
gions at the time of the birth of Christianity. 
The Romans borrowed a lot from many of 
those religions,” explained Springer.

The Romans were essentially pagans, 
Springer said. “They did not have many  
myths but deities. Even manure was a deity 
because they connected manure to fertility.

They were more attuned to nature wor-
ship,” he added.

Despite the passage of time and the pre-
ponderance of monotheistic religions — 
those that believe in a single god — such 
as Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, we still 
have many traditions derived from pagan-
ism that we cherish, such as carnival, which 
predates Christianity.

“Carnivale means farewell of meat to begin 
the period of Lent,” Springer said. “Over 
half of the Roman calendar was devoted to 
festivities. They did not have Saturdays or 
Sundays, which originated with the Judeo-
Christian traditions,” added Springer.

But, of course, many celebrations are 
observed worldwide for which there seems 
to be no religious reason or cultural barrier. 
Springer said that he believes that “celebrat-
ing is part of human need, part of what 
makes us humans.”

No wonder we see today the revival of 
certain pagan celebrations, such as the sol-
stices — marking the shortest and the lon-
gest days of the year. 

Springer’s current research centers on the 
relations between Native Americans and the 
religions of the first Europeans to come to 
America.

In one of his most recent articles he point-
ed out the fact that the Protestants that 
colonized North America did not have an 
evangelizing agenda.

This lack of interest in conversion meant 
that they did not bother to absorb any of the 
pagan traditions from Native Americans that 
would make Christianity more palatable to 
the natives.

That was not the case for Catholics in 
Latin America. “They even taught Latin to 
Native American students under Spanish 
influence,” Springer said.

One of the courses that Springer teaches 
at SIUE is Latin. And what does he expect 
students to gain from studying a language 
that is mostly considered as “dead”?

“I hope that what my students of Latin 
learn is their command of their own lan-
guage,” Springer said, “since about 60 per-
cent of English comes from Latin, particu-
larly in science and medicine.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Professor Carl Springer at Museo 
Nazionale Romano. Photo courtesy 
of Avery Springer. 
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Bill targets public pensions
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Teachers, police, 

clerks and other public employees would have 
to dig deep into their pockets or give up some 
retirement benefits under legislation meant to 
stabilize Illinois pension systems.

Despite fierce union opposition, an Illinois 
House committee approved the measure 6-2 
Thursday. It now goes to the House floor.

The sponsor, Minority Leader Tom Cross, 
R-Oswego, wouldn’t predict victory for the 
pension overhaul despite having the support of 
House Speaker Michael Madigan, D-Chicago.

The state’s five pension systems are $80 bil-
lion short of the money they’ll ultimately have 
to pay out to retirees. Cross said the state must 
change that now or pension costs will eat up 
most of the state’s annual revenue.

“That’s not spin. That’s not rhetoric. That’s 
not hype. That is reality,” Cross said.

But unions say it’s not fair to fix the problem 

by squeezing public employees.
Testifying before the House pensions com-

mittee, they argued workers, unlike state gov-
ernment, have always paid their share of pen-
sion costs — $12.7 billion since 1990 — and that 
some of the retirement systems’ shortfalls are a 
temporary reflection of the weak economy.

They also rejected arguments that Illinois 
retirement benefits are too generous. The aver-
age pension for public employees is $32,000 a 
year, they said, and 80 percent of those workers 
won’t qualify for Social Security benefits.

“There are no Cadillac pension plans here in 
Illinois for public employees,” said Henry Bayer, 
Illinois director of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees.

The Illinois Constitution bars reducing retire-
ment benefits for current government employ-
ees. Union leaders predicted an expensive court 
battle over the Madigan-Cross plan.

Sex offender
board never
got started

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — An 
Illinois board that was required 
by law to set up a program for 
monitoring sex offenders through 
evaluation, treatment and counsel-
ing has not done so after seven 
years, a report said Thursday. 

Auditor General William Holland 
reported that the Sex Offender 
Management Board should have 
rules for tracking more than 10,000 
registered sex offenders. They were 
first required in 2004 but there’s no 
system yet and no timeline for 
establishing them. 

The board’s chairwoman says 
the board has been unable to do 
it because it has no authority over 
the Corrections Department or 
local probation systems which do 
the monitoring. 

“That mandate has been an issue 
the board has struggled with since 
its inception because it lacks the 
tools you would need to have in 
order to meet that,” Cara Smith 
said. 

The Sex Offender Management 
Board was created in 1997 and 
has developed guidelines for treat-
ing and evaluating sex offenders 
and approves vendors that provide 
treatment and evaluation. 


