SIUE’s Greenwood discusses musical enlightenment in Scotland
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At SIUE, faculty mem-
bers have dedicated
their academic careers to
intensive research in their
respective fields. These
teacher-scholars utilize
these significant research
experiences to not only
grow their understand-
ing of their discipline
but also to enhance their
teachings inside the
classroom.

On this week’s episode
of Segue, SIUE's premier
radio show that discusses
the lives and work of the
people on campus and
beyond, College of Arts
and Sciences Dean Greg
Budzban, PhD, inter-
views Andrew Green-
wood, PhD, assistant
professor of musicology
and graduate program
director in the Depart-
ment of Music.

The episode will air at
9 a.m. this Sunday, June
30, on WSIE 88.7 FM The
Sound and siue.edu/
wesie. The Australian
scholar initially began
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ics. Though he enjoyed
the subject, something
always drew him back
to music, so he took on
music as a second major.
After he received his
bachelor’s degree, he
pursued a master’s in
musicology at the Uni-
versity of Sydney.
Greenwood made his
journey to the U.S. and
earned his doctorate in
history and theory of
music in 2012 from the
University of Chicago.
Before coming to SIUE in
2014, he served for two
years as a visiting assis-
tant professor of music
history in the Meadows

School of the Arts at
Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in Dallas.

Rec-lentl_\.-; Greenwood
was honored with the
2019-20 SIUE Vaughnie
Lindsay New Investiga-
tor Award for his signifi-
cant contributions to his
field, CAS, and the Uni-
versity as a whole. He
also received the annual
Teaching Excellence
Award, the most presti-
gious award for an STUE
faculty member.

“Tn my opinion, the
Scottish Enlightenment
was one of the most
fascinating periods of
intellectual history,”
Budzban said. “Folks
don’t normally realize
this, but Scotland had
a total population of
about 1.5 million in the
entire country. That's half
the size of the St. Louis
metropolitan area, and
it produced visionaries
like David Hume, Adam
Smith, Tames Hutton,
James Boswell, and other
enormous intellectuals
just from this one area.”

“Tt's extraordinary!”
Greenwood said. “There
are a number of historical

factors that led to these
cases, but the ingenuity
of Scottish people, their
commitment to literacy,
and their willingness to
share knowledge on a

variety of topics certainly

played a role.

“T derive a lot of pas-
sion just from knowing
about their commitment
to education and the arts
and sciences, but the uni-
fication of Scotland with
England in 1707 provid-
ed a lot of sociopolitical
conditions that allowed
for this intense set of
ideas and individuals to
congregate together and
proliferate these ideas
among the co untry.”

The political upheaval
in Scotland ultimately
created an attempt to
build social cohesion.
Many Scottish politi-
clans began focusing
on improving social
issues such as getting its
citizens out of poverty,
improving literacy rates,
and generally putting
the country in a better
state of international and
domestic affairs. In the
episode, listeners will
hear a recording of one

of Scotland’s most circu-
lated folk songs, “Corn
Rigs are Bonnie.”

“The folk song was
arranged by an Italian
composer and musician
Francesco Barsanti,”
Greenwood explained.
“Many Ttalians and other
Euro peans were brought
into Scotland in the
1870s to further fertilize
different tho ughts and
perspectives that were
occurring in Scotland.

“Barsanti arranged
the song to preserve the
tune’s original rhythms,
which may have been
what he heard in the
Scottish streets, but he
also added in modern
classical instruments to
the arrangement. The
blending of old and new
that occurs is a common
pattern in the music of
this period.”

“In your research,
what have you discov-
ered about the wavs that
music fostered social
connections within
Scotland?” Budzban
inquired.

“Twould character-
ize Scottish song culture
as permeated by love

and affection for fel-
low human beings,”
Greenwood explained.
“This is something you
see at all levels in Scot-
tish song culture. We
can understand what's
happening in Scottish
society through this
musical scope rather than
through a political or
philosophical scope.”
Through song cul-
ture, and its manner of
cultural transmission
through musical prints
and larger volumes of
musical pieces, these
songs were widely dis-
tributed and crvstalized
their importance within
Scottish society. With the
financial assistance, the
New Investigator Award
provided, Greenwood
will visit a number of
song archives in Scotland
and the 1.5, to view col-
lections containing these
pieces and songbooks.
To hear all about
Greenwood’s research
and to listen to the epi-
sode in its entirety, tune
inat9a.m. on Sunday,
June 30, to WSIE 88.7 FM
The Sound and siue.edu/
weie,



