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SIUE Athletics” Hewitt
reflects on 30-year tenure

By Madelaine
Deardeuff
For the intelligencer

Thiz weekend on Segue,
SIUE'z premier radlo
ehow that discusses the
lives and work of the

le on campus and
beyond, STUE Chancellor
Randy Pembrook, PhD,
Interviews Director of Ath-
latics Brad Hewitt, PhD.

Thi= eplzode of Segue
will alr at 9 a.m. this Sun-
day, June 23, on WSIE 357
FM The Sound and slue.
edu//wele.

Hewitt haz served In
his current role since 2002,
but he began hiz career at
SIUE In 1989, Hi= leader-
51111:! and determination
I:-mught SIUE to the
MCAA Divislon T lewel
under Chancellor Vaughn
Vandegrift.

Druring Hewdtt's tenure,
the program eaw several
rencatlons to Korte Sta-
dium benefiting soccer,
and the track and field
programs. Additionally,
Hewitt led the expansion
of the baceball, softhall
and wrestling facilitles, a=
well as Improvements to
the Vadalabene Center, ite
admilnl=tratise offices and
student-athlete program
zupport facilitiee.

Hewdft cerved In s
eral roles out=lde athletics
from 1995 through 2002,
Including Interim vice
chancellor for develop-
ment and public affalrs,
as well as fwo stintz as
Interim director of alumnni
zervices before returning
to athletics in 2007

Om June 30, Hewitt 1=
zet to retire, ending his
30-vear career In admin-
Istration, alummnl affalrs
and athletic leaderrhlp at
SIUE. “Thirty years at one

Brad Hewitt

Instituton shows that you
had a remarkable career”
Pembrook sald. “Before
vou announced your plane
and were contemplating
retirimg, was there some-
thing that indicated it was
time to move on?”

“T do not belleve it
was one speclfic thing,”
Hewitt eaid. “Tt just hit
me one day that maybe,
thiz would be a good
time In my personal and
profesclonal life to ete
back, collect oy ﬂ"u:ugri'nta,
decompress and see where
life takes s "

Looking back at hi=
extenzlve capeer, Hewitt
k= proud to have served at
SIUE during some of 1tz
mmintalmmntz of

&
: Inko
Divizlon I, what were the

d‘lﬂllﬂngesj,rnu faced?”
Pembrook Inquired.

“Ttwae a that
took place 1*.-’ﬂl'|.ln&m-lgenur
etudent-athletes,” Hewitt
zald. “They have want=
and expectations, but they
had neads that came with
that competition and expe-
rlence level. Increazing

the staff numbers to mest

those needs from athletic

conditloning, nutrition
and coaching to academic

support was cruclal for
our athletes. Tf we kept our
student-athletes happy
and healthy throughout
their time at STUE, success
will follow gult.”™

“We are te proud
that our E:h.lq-;:lLIlEn‘tEIﬂ'l].El'EE
are successful not only on
the court and fields but
alzo In the classroom,”
have had a cumulative
GPA of 3.0 or higher for 26
concecutlve cemesters.”

“Intercolleglate athletics
wanted to create a culbure
that brought In talented
student-a who rep-
recented our Universlty
In a frzt-class manner”
Hewitt stated. “Minsty
percent of our student-ath-
letes retaln and graduate,
and that number was at 98
percent In 2019, With the
support of our coaches,
taculty and stadf, athletic
zupport teams, and many
.3& on campus, they
help students understand
the Unlwerzliy's expec-
tatlons bo succeed and
graduate.”

At the conclucion of this
wieek's eploode, Pembrook
expresses his gratifude
for Hewitt's 30 years of
ervice.

“You truly gave your
life to this Institution,
and we appreclate your
dedication and all that you
have done for our student-
athletes and coaches,”
Pembrook zald. “Tt's been
a pleazure to know and
work with you, and T look
forward to seelng vou
badk In the stands as a fan
cheering for our Cougars!”

To hear thiz eplsode
In li= entivety, tune In to
Segue at?am this Sun-
day;, June 23, on WSIE 85.7
P The Sound and slue.
eduwele



