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SIUE’s Frey-Spurlock combines sustainability and community
engagement with SIUE Successful Communities Collaborative

By Madelaine
Deardeuff
Faor the imelligencer

Every other week on
Segue, co-host Randy
Pembrook, PhD, South-
ern Ilincls University
Edwardswille chancellor,
Interviews members of
the university commu-
nity and beyond.

On thiz week's epl-
sode of STUE s premier
radio show, Pembrook
Interviews Connie Frey
Spurlock, PhD, assoclate
professor of soclelogy.

The eplzode will alr at
9 a.m. Sunday; July 7 on
'WSIE 857 FM The Sound
and slue.edu/wele.

At STUE, Frey Spurlock
teaches graduate and
undergraduate courzes
In sustalnability and
rezearch methods. She
1s chair of the STUE Sus-
talnability Actlon Group
Steerlng Committes and
Iz active In the S5t. Louls
Higher Education Sus-
talnability Consortium.

Frey Spurlock earned
both a bachelor's and
macsters In sodology
from Middle Tennezzee
State University In 1996
and 1993, respectively.
She arrived at STUE In
2004 az an Inetructor and
‘was prometed to azsls-
tant professor when che
was awarded her doctor-
ate from the Unlverslty
of Nebraczka at Lincoln
in 2007.

Frev Spurlock’s current
ressarch Interests focus
on varlous aspects of
eustalnability, Including

Frey-Spurlock

sustalnability research
methods and lteracy,
recycling behaviors

and education. She co-
founded the Misslselppl
Project at STUF, a faculty
development workshop
designed to facilitate cur-
ricular transformation. In
It ninth year, the work-
shop has become one of
the Assoclation for the
Advancement of Sustaln-
ability in Higher Educa-
tlon's 13 curriculum cen-
ters and draws educators
from around the reglon.
She Iz alzo the director
for the STUE Succeszful
Communities Collabora-
tlwe (SSCC)

“The Successful Com-
munities Collaborative
Iz bazed on a model of
community engagement
developed by scholars
from the University of
Cregon,” Frey Spurlock
explalns. “The model
brings together bright,
talented faculty and stu-
dente that have access to
resources that communi-
tlez may not have.”

55CC 1s a yearlong
partnership between
SIUE and a reglonal com-
munity. The community
partner Identifies sus-
talnability and livability
projects that would ben-
efit from SIUE expertlze.
Faculty from across the
Univerzlty Incorporate
these projects Into thelr
courzes and engage
graduate and upper-level
undergraduate students
in the projects.

“T get quite excited
about this program since
It 1= a high-Impact com-
munify engagement
practice,” Pembrook
says. “T thank you
for keeping students
Invelved In the procees
and strengthe thelr
education while they're
here at STUE.”

The initlative I fash-
loned after the Educa-
tlonal Partnershipe for
Innovation In Communi-
ties (EPTC) model created
in 2009 by the University
of Oregon. In order to
Kickstart the program,
the founders cffered to
host a number of Infor-
mational zezslons around

the country.

“Oine of the staff mem-
bers was attendlng an
Informational seszlon
held in 5t Louls and
texted me Lmmedlately
to tell me that I would be
Interected In what wasz
happening there,” Frey
Spurlock says. “Little did
T know how much my
Invrolvement Ln this Ini-
tiative would grow!

“EFICs motto Is, ‘just
start.’ ‘re there to
l'LeIP umugh any
challenges we face along
the way, answer any
questions, and support
ey

Along with Tim Engle-
man, former assoc-
ate director of STUE's
Department of Educa-
tional Qutreach, Frey
Spurlock went to the
EPIC Conference and
galned valuable Inzight
and tools to make the
55CC poszible with the

omize of support from

EPIC network.

“Godfrey and High-
land were at our door-
skep eager to collaborate
and converse about
potential partnerships,
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and from there, we took
off!” she says.

“Gliting down together
and acking ourselves
‘how can we achleve
our goals by working
together?” has been kev
to the success of this pro-

gram. The model guldes
us along the way.”

To hear more about
the S5CC and its past,
present and future proj-
ectz, tune In to Segue on
Sunday; July 7 on WSIE
55.7 The Sound and =lue.
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