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M"A*S*H’s Farrell discusses acting, activism, upcoming visit to SIUE

By Madelains Deardaufl
For the Intaligancer

EDWARDSYILLE
Southern Tlinois Lind-
wersity Edwardsville is
proud b weloome nobed
actor and actvist Mike
Farrell for hl.-:-up-rnr.gﬂi:}
performanoe of Dir. Keel-
ing's Curve at 7230 p.m.
an Friday, March 1 in the
Dnham Hall Theater.

Cini this week's epi-
soddp nfﬂnﬁur. SIUE's
radio show that disciisss
o= thie Hwes and work: of
thi people on campus
ard beyond, ]m;tlﬂ:rn-g
Budzban, Fhl Cal-
lege of Arts and Scenos
diean, interviews the
star abaut his upooming
performanaoe. This § -
rpisode airs at 9 11’:?!—'
Sunday, Feb. 24 on WSIE
E8.7 FM The Sound and
st e | wshe.

Sponsored by the
SIUE Graduate Schoal
ard the Madison County
Kregional Office of Edus
catrom, the MEAS T and
Providenoe actor will
perform in the one-man
shiow as D Charles
David Keeling, the sd-
rniist whose resrarch om
carbon diecdde (C02)

gave the world its first

carly warnings of
global warmmdng,.
“Thank you so
much for taking
timae bo b o oy
show!™ Budzban
corlaimes “Ewerys
o knows you as
Dr. BJ. Hunrdostt
omn B{*AS'TL your
troric role on TV, buat
your distinguished and
long, camer capturnes a
variety of experienoes.™
Farrell chrondcles in his
autobiography, “Tuss Call
Mr Mike: A Joumey to
Actor and Activist”™ that
bis dreammis of becoming
an actor extend back to
his childhood. When
b was twioeprars-nld,
his famndly maowed from
5t Paul, Mirr to Hal-
Iywond where his father
worked as a movie

studio carpenter. Upon
raduation, he joimed

» Unibed Statrs Marine
Corps and served in Cld-
nawa, Japan.

As a Marine, Farrell
ships with his fielbow
srTvior members oe
liess of ethmicity. Sinoe
segregabon was not
prevalent on the Wiest
Coast when he was
Erowing up. the ardenos-

Farell

[ﬂr

ity white members
displayed toward
African American
members deeply
saddenicd him.
This influenoesd
his trovod vemment
in thie dvil rights
MOV e pan
his discharge from
thie Corps.

“After [ got out of the
Marimes, | stl] wondered
what 18 would be bke to
harve a career in acting,”
Farred] says. T knew 1
lived im the: center of thae
action. T was just scaned
amid didn’t kneew whiat
to dis.™

Through a friend's
ﬂJE,El‘.ﬂ-hl‘I‘l_. Farrell poined
an actor s workshop b
learn the tricks of thie
trade. From there, hae
began taking more acting
classes, hiresd an agerit
and had the opportunity
to andition for roles in
thisater, coamimnercials,
tebevision and flm.

Farrell starred tn

et roles on seeeral

shoaws ke Lassie, T
Diream of Jranmie and
Combat! before Land-
ing his ioonic mode of BJ.
Hurmicutt on MM*ASH
in 1975,

“The show was aboart

the Eorean War, but the
backdrop was politi-

cal commenitary about
VWirtnam,* Budzban says.
“T appredated that the
shionr took: risks that oth-
ers didn't want to take at
thae time.”

“1 thought the show
was phenomenal.” Fare
rell ewclaimis. “Thie shioser
gt Laua it erhertained
prople. but it also talked
ahout something very
tmportant.”

Dhrring and after his
role in the show, Farrell's
passion for activism
contnaed. Fle joined
thie Califorrda Fhiman's
Rights Watch and pub-
Hely spoke out against
potential legislation that
discrimirated against
LBLGTO public schoal
trachers. Thie law did
not pass. He supported
the women's revolution
and the contiraring dwvil
rights mowement. In the
1 her joinied a dochor
and dielivensd medi-
cal supplies to Central
Amenica with Amnesty
Intrrmational.

“Activiem has been a
very important part of
my life for the past 40
years,” Farrell says.

*With that im mind,

it's mo surprise that you
would get invobeed with
samething so dine 2
]E]m?-l'ia] warming.” Budz-

says. “How did Dr.
Epeling's Curve actually
get created 1

“With all of my
involrement in other
arcas, there was also
A Frowing awareness
in thee environmental
catastrophe develop-
ing,"” Farmell recalls. “A
huhnnd,ﬂmrgr Shara,
approached me and
said hie was thinking of
writing & one-man show
abarat global wharm
fearturing Dir. Dlavid
EinrﬂmE.

“Fie told me he was
the guy who made the
furdamental conriece
B hefween the nise of
CO2 in our atmaospheene
and the warming of the
globe, and 1 smid, “that'd
b an inferesting thing
tor did ™

Dir. Bl 5 Cuarve
pomnbines the scenbst's
prreonal joumey with
insights of atmospheric
scbeniists, whio hundreds
of yrars carlics, madie
discoveries that lald the
frundations for Eeeling's

owT extranrdinary work.

“Hinor things in cur
clirnate ame changing
&0 rapidly, we've had
to update the show
ITrgHm JUSE [ve YWEars ago
The differenioess in the
atmiosphere wene not as
srvere.” Farrell says. “It's
coming novw to the point
that the most ardent
dirnders have the mioss
difficult dme justifving,
thieir disbelosf.”

“T'm seeing data that
indicates that 2018 was
thie fourth highess on
mecord in berms of global
tempemiune,” Budzban
exclaimis.

“Interoontinental Panel
an Climate Change
has npdated its reports
to sany thiat we ane in a
minch more dangerous
sitwation than they have
mpn.a]]‘g.r stabed,” Far-
mell says.” “They said if
we o maot d-l:-mmrth'i.nﬁ
serious i thie next dozen
vears, the |:l:|.ma|_q-r: thext
wie have done will be
irmeversible. People
arpund thie truly
will b in diee conda-
tions. " T inbo the
ENETT ConWErsabon
at 9 am. this Sunday
an WSIE 887 FM The
Sound and stueedun)
WElE.




