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ARTS & ISSUES

Bringing “The Other Mozart’ to life

Writer, actor Sylvia Milo speaks on show

By MADELAINE DEARDEUFF
For the Intaligancer

EDWARDSVILLE — Somthemn
Titingis University Edwardsville
is proud to welonme renownied
actar and playwright Sylvia
Mila for a live performanoe of
“The Other Mozart,™ az 7:30
P on Wednesday, Now. 28, at
Dhunham, Hall Theates, a5 part of
SIUTE's Arts f& Issuns series.

O this week's episode of
Segue, SIUE's premier radio
shiow that disossses the lives
and wark of the people on cam
pus and heyond, Greg Budzhan,
Ph, College of Arts and Scene
o5 diran, disnsses Miko's caneer
in theater and what inspired
her to oreate, write and procheoe
“The Other Mozart. ™

This episode of Segue will air
at9 a.m. on Sunday, Mow. 18, on
WSTE B8.7 FM Thee Sounid.

“T'we been reading, about
your production, and T'm quite
excited to haee it as part of Arts
and Essues,” Budzhan explains.
“First, what broughs you to
America? And how did you
nald a career in theater?™

“Tcame bo the United States
whien Twas 15-years-old as an
echange student,” Milosays. T
ultimadrehy retumed and shadied
at Mew York Urdversity. T started
a5 o masician and switched my
vocation to theater.”

As a young woman orginally
fromm Poland, Sylvia struggled
I it i with the sterentypes that
clouded the Mew York theaber
indusiry, particularly surrooand
ing, prople with accents.

“Even though [ lived in Mew
York for years, my accent had
softenind, and T always had to
Pt an 2 thick acornt in andi
tions,” Miko mentions. “T played
some wanderful parts, and the

Segue

people in theater commmmity ane

wery welrnming, of diversity. Twe
ﬂn:'rl plaved roles Hiae Bob Dhylan
and Hamlet™

Though she had heen landing
a fiew great Toles, Sylvia was not
warkdng, as mixch as she would
hawe likrd and often compared
heerself to other working actors
in Mew York.

In an effort to find her e
calling as an actor, Sylvia traw
wlod to Vienma, Aoseria and
attereded a festival oelehrating
Wolfgarg Amadeus Mozart's
muzsic. A fan of his composibons,
shie toured his former apart:
mient, which is now a maseum,
and found herself hen aback
by a photograph of his fammdily:

“In the photograph, he was
seabed at a plano with a sister,
thieir hands intertwined on the
lorys playing together,” Milo

recalls. “That was a moment of
rewelation for me that thene was
siach a person.”

[t was this moment in Vienna
that caused Sylvia to research
Maria Anna “Nanmer]™ Mozart,
and bring her into exdstence
along with a team of
and composers. for thie prodhse
Hon of “The Other Mazart.™

“Tha Cthaer Mzart’ provided
miraning, in my life,” Mo sy
“It misant a lot bo e that Tomald
bring such an impaortant story,
ahonrt great women from the
past, hack to life"

“Clhearly, the fact that we
dichn’t know mone abaout this
person who was an amarin
musician in her own right,
had to b a souroe of inspiration
far yaone,™ Budzhan says.

“T was astounded the story
wasn't public knowledge,” she

Syhna Milo, wtes, creator and star of "The Other Mozan.”

replies. “We know so mnch
ahout Wolfgang, and his ousic
is 50 present, but we also know
his story so well, partico

larly what his film, * Amadeus,
explored. Yet, even that film
didn’t even have Manner!™

“Tdon't even remember a sis.
ter character i that film at all!
Budzhan mentons.

“These children traveled
topether as child prodigies,”
Milo says. “From the beginndng,
thiere were always two chdldoen,
She was five vears older, and
was actually hilled first on the
oonoert advertisements and
plaved better at firse. Tt is even
shocldng that shie was erased
fromm history.

“At the age of 15, she: had to
shop touring, becase it wasn't
monsidered proper for her to
display hemself in sisch a marmer
a5 a grown woman. Fowever,
untl that point, there were two
Miozarts ~

*The calteral restrictions of
wonmeT in that ime peried are
quite interesting,” Budzhan
states. “Can you speak more on
that?”

“The Miart family aspired

towward nohility, but they were
merely middle class,” Milo
says. “Thie Momart chdldren
performed so mach, and they
were always invited to per
form for the greatest oourts. of
Europe berause they were sich
miraches. The famidly reeeived
compensation for that, bat they
oould not sustain a simdlar Hfe
style.”

The cmi-veaman shaow fea
tumes mussic composed by Man-
reerl's famous beother, as well as
music that inspined yoong com
poser Maranna Martines. Con-
bemmporary Mathan
Dravis and Phyllis Chen wrote
omiginal mamsic for the play that
features instruments ke davi
chords, muzsic bowes and bells,
as well 25 ordinary ohjects like
teanizps, fans and other things
that might have captumd her
Imamnabion.

“T always wanted to travel
with the play, and it noeded to
b stunnang, and grand like the
period, bt also easily transfer
able.” Milo mentors. “Our
dress is 18-feet in diameter, and
it's our whole set and costume!”

As Sylvia begins work on a

. For tha Inmlrga'ml

new project, she does not want
to simply stop her work on “The
Orther Mozart™ entirely. With a
mission of spreading Nannerl's
story as far a5 possible, Milo
and her team of global directors
have been traiming a fram of
five actors o perform the play

in different languages, includ
ing French, German, Portuguese
and Spanish.

“The ineredible thing abont
thie German version is that Man
nerl actually reads the Mozart
family betiers verbabim,” Milo
says, “Those are the words shat
Miozart intended to say, and it's
quite special ”

Tickets for “The Cihier
Momart” start at 535 and can be
parchased at artsandissues.com,
by phone at 1-866-635-4253 ar
at Ehe Moeris University Cenber
(MLIC) Weeloome Diesshe. The
BANE of Edwardsville spon
sors the shiomwy

Prior to the show, you @n
take advantage of the SIUE
Friemds of Music's dinner buffes
in Fiamns' Restaurant, bocated in
SILTE s Moperis University Cen
ter. Dioars open at 530 pm. for a
reception with dicner starting at
& p.m. Dinner tickets are avail
able for £25 cach and are pur:
chased separately from the Arts
& Tssues performance. Preferned
seating at the performancoe will
e avatlable for those attending
thie heneefit dirmer. In addition,
fior thinee: that purchase Hckets
for the benefit dinper and the
performancr, Arts & Esoes will
contribuie the cost of your per
formanaor Gooet to the Friends of
Mlusic schiolarshdp fund.

Arts & Issues is Ged to the
srademic mission of the Univer.
sity and offers umique opports
nities for stdents, faoalty, staff
and the commumnity, to engage
with performers and sprakers
throngh master dasses and spe-
clal sessions.



