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SIUE’s DeSpain explains digital scholarship

By Madslalns Deandeuf?
For the Intaligancer
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Omly Storien, ™ fook ploce
on Thuradmy, Now. 28 af
Loy Labrary. This epi-
code of Segue unan record-
ad prior o Hhe evert.
The of Arin
and Sciencen (CAT)
at Southern Ilinnin
Undwernihy Bdvwrarde-
ville presented ito 20135
Willinrm amd Margares
Endowed Pro-
fessorchip Asward o
Jessica Debpain, PhD.,
asuociate professor in
the Department of Eng-
lizh maze aned Lit-
exatune, Sndh co-lirectos
of 5ITE s Interd izci-

DeSpain

on W3IE §5.5 Fh The
Sound amd shoe=edua’
waie,
“In many ways, the
Amrard ke
moat distinguizhed
aveard the
of Artn and Sciences
ghrea unbo itz Eaculiy
promotes a kind of
tracher-sohiolar maodel
we focus upon, amd
connects scholarmhip in
fumd amental ways bo
Inform and encich the
academic careerm of our
phudents,” Budsban
pajun. “Thank you for
being here amd doing
that for stodents. Con-
fulationo again omn
this year s win-
mer.”
“Thank yrou! It meana
a Lot bo oe becaane T
truly strive to have the

teacher-gcholar model
be a part of howr I
underztand mrreelf an
an STUE faculty mem-
ber. ™ DeSpain aaym.

“T abwasm in theas
epioodes with a brief
disrussion of wihat
brought our gusstn to
5 What brought
o o ouUr campus
Budzban inguirea.

“Twan a graduate
student at Undwrerni-
ty of Towra. That was oo
formative to my experi-
ence that mearky all of
my papers begin with,
I was a phadent at the
Center for the Book at
thie Uiniveraity of Towa,
and that nosonally for-
mulates a lot of what T
am going to talk about
todaze™

“T'wan in the English
departmens, and the
Cenvter for the Book
was a certificabe pro-

o where we wnhe
anad printed books
by hamd and did cal-
ligrapiy.” DeSpain
mentions. “Tt wan quite
helpful to me becaune,
an & book historian,

I cam learn about the

1mth through 16th

o eee ringe. Toat
] i 4

experience, =

by doing, allowed me

to And myr own peda-

r. and who I wan as
E'Edr:amdnl:unua
pcholar ™
DeSpain came to
SIUE in 200G after
ﬁ“d inp writh her
octorabe in Englich
from the Univernity of
Towrs. Soon after oomm-
i.n.EI'a-umpu.u,nheud
har . Foriztine
Hildebrandt, asaoci-
ate professor in the
Drepartmment of
Language and Lit-
arature, o thindk:
about a cenber that
houoses research in the
tal hummanitieo.
tal homeand-
tHea heee 8 lob of w -
tion and posaibiliies
in what vou can do,
but it in bazically usi
ATy

informed by wihene we
are, wrhat we do amd
what we read.
“Friotime and T real-
ized that i we bamided
we counld
create a space wwhere
we could do a Grpe
of digital scholarchip
on campus,” Debpain
pays. “We ptarted the
IRIS Center in 2009,

and 5t hae been aloavly
and oteadily growing
&ver oinoe™

The IRIGC Center
recentdy moved into
the second Aoor of
Peck Hall, and the co-
directorn are thrilled o
hare a space whene the
humanifes and bech-

can co=xiak.

“Once again, the
Going Axvard is the
Collepe's moat distin-
Eu.i.n]:t-:l. award,” Buadz-
ban mentons, “YWhat
did vou propoge to
resoeive BT

“Eorictine and T
had previonshy writ-
ten a proponal for a
grant for the national
endowment for the
humanities alongside
the Mannie Jackson
Ceanter for the Humani-
Hes Found ation called
‘Comrernationn Toward
A Brghter Pubape 2,0,
“When [ wrobs the
propooal for the Going
SAovard, T wan excited
boi think: about spe and

atiomal rels-
ipe and ro devel-
op some classroom
patterrs, pedagoeyr and
aloo acholarzhip on that
topls.

“Im the msantiome,

e wron Bue $200,000

grant!™ DhelSpain

exclaime.
“Caoniernations
Towrard & terc
Fuhare lﬂgldi.r%:d.t-ﬂ
eizht area h.l.ﬁh schools
and wrozks with soo-
dents to read vworks of
litersture, think abowt
oral hiotories, musde,
movels, arts and plays
that consider inte -
erational J:E]a-l:i.nru:E;:l;.
Az o regull the oha-
dents work vwith meo-
bemrn of the comom-

nity to develop digital
projech

moatly videos with
muasic and in-person
interviews and phioto-
grapha, which rell the
shory of a peroon's life.

Al the lechare,
DeSpain spoke about
a .u.n.d.].nl:l:r&:n—
uE:H.nlu.l relationohips,
and about the public
facing the humanities.
The professor explaing
what, as a scholar it
rmEans ho verite for
broader audisnces
broader audieness ouk-
aide the acadeos:

To hear mors
of Budzban and
DeSpain's comeerna-
Hor, bune |.1:|‘3:E|.11:
at9am ons
Dhec. 16, om WSIE 887
FM The Sound or oiue
adu fwsie.



