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Budget News
- The House passed its Energy and Water appropriations bill (H.R.3183) on July 17. The Department of Energy's Office of Science would receive $4.9 billion, a 3.9 percent increase over FY 2009, with $15 million of that amount set aside for the new Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E). 

- The Transportation, Housing and Urban Development appropriations bill was approved by the House Appropriations Committee on July 17. A $30.2 million (89 percent) increase in Railroad Safety research, to $64 million, was part of larger increases to passenger rail funding, including a new $4 billion grant program for high speed/intercity passenger service.

- The Labor, Health and Education appropriations bill was also approved by the House full committee on July 17. The National Institutes of Health would receive $31.3 billion, $0.5 billion over the President's request and a $941 million (3.1 percent) increase over FY 2009. The bill would renew prior restrictions on the use of funds for abortion and research that creates or destroys human embryos. 

- H.R.1622, a bill to authorize funding for the research, development, and demonstration of natural gas vehicles, has been reported out of the House Science and Technology Committee and awaits House floor action. The bill would authorize $30 million for this program in the Department of Energy from FY 2010 through FY 2014. 

- Keep abreast of the progress of all appropriation bills at http://www.aaas.org/spp/rd/approp10.shtml. 

Nobelists Push for Energy R&D Funding. At a telephone press conference on July 16, Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ), Nobel Laureate and former Federation of American Scientists Board Chairman Burton Richter, and Dan Reicher, director of energy and climate change initiatives at Google discussed the need for additional R&D funds to be provided from the American Clean Energy and Security Act, which recently was narrowly passed by the House. At the event, a letter signed by 34 Nobelists was released. The letter urges the President to meet his goal of providing for a $150 billion Clean Energy Technology Fund from receipts collected from a greenhouse gas cap-and-trade program.

Other Congressional News
Senate Committee Vote Sets Stage for Biologics Showdown. The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee approved a measure mandating a 12-year exclusivity period on biologic drugs, pleasing brand-name drug companies but displeasing firms producing generics and going against the shorter time periods advocated by the Obama Administration and House Energy and Commerce Chairman Henry Waxman. 

AAAS Testifies on Women in S&T Fields. On July 21 AAAS CEO Alan Leshner testified before the House Science and Technology Subcommittee on Research and Science Education on the subject of improving the representation of women in science, engineering and mathematics fields. Other witnesses included Barbara Bogue, Penn State College of Engineering; Marcia Kropf, Girls Inc.; Sandra Hanson, Catholic University; and Cherryl Thomas, Ardmore Associates LLC.

Executive Branch
Joint U.S.-European Exploration of Mars. Ed Weiler, NASA Associate Administrator for Science, and David Southwood, the European Space Agency's Director of Science and Robotic Exploration, met at the end of June in Plymouth, England and agreed to create the Mars Exploration Joint Initiative, a committee that will allow their agencies to plan and execute joint robotic missions to Mars. According to AAAS's ScienceInsider blog, Weiler also later warned a National Academy of Sciences panel that cuts in NASA's planetary science budget -- from $3 billion to $1.5 billion in the past four years -- mean that "we no longer have a viable Mars program." The joint effort with ESA could help both agencies continue important Mars initiatives, including a sample-return mission in the 2020s. ! 

NIH Releases Stem Cell Notice. NIH posted a notice last week about how it will handle applications and awards for human embryonic stem cell research. All new applications must ensure use of NIH-approved stem cell lines. Ongoing projects can continue through the remainder of their grant period, but no new projects can begin without NIH-approved lines. Pending applications that received a favorable review before NIH issued its draft guidelines in April can now be paid out. Grand Opportunity grant reviews will conclude in August, while Challenge Grant applications and other applications not related to the stimulus funds will be reviewed this fall for consideration in early 2010. 

GAO Critical of Grants.gov. The Government Accountability Office has published a new report about Grants.gov, the federal government's online grants-processing site. Although grant applicants have seen improvements, service problems have continued. GAO was critical of the Grants.gov funding structure, noting that obtaining timely payments from the 26 agencies that fund the site has been difficult. In addition, GAO says that Grants.gov lacks clear performance measures for certain aspects of the system and a structured forum for collecting input from grantees. 

FDA Issues Draft Guidance on Drug Anti-Counterfeiting. On July 13 the Food and Drug Administration issued draft guidance on the use of pigments, flavors, and other physical-chemical identifiers (PCIDs) by pharmaceutical manufacturers to make medications more difficult for counterfeiters to imitate. The uses of these PCIDs vary, but in some instances they can be easily identified by wholesalers and pharmacists to determine the authenticity of a pill. In other instances, special analytical instruments may be necessary. The agency invites public comment on the draft by October 13. 

U.S.-China Clean Energy Research Center Announced. The U.S. and China have announced plans for a joint Clean Energy Research Center with headquarters in each country. The Center, with initial financing of $15 million from each country, will serve as a clearinghouse for researchers from both countries and will facilitate R&D efforts on building efficiency, clean vehicles, and clean coal technologies such as carbon capture and storage. 

EPA Extends Renewables Comment Period. EPA has extended the comment period for its proposed rule to implement the national Renewable Fuel Standard program for an additional 60 days until September 25, 2009. The proposed rule, which was mandated by the 2007 Energy Bill, has received much scrutiny for the methods used to calculate greenhouse gas emissions of biofuels. 

NOAA Bans Harvesting of Krill. NOAA announced a final rule that will prevent the harvesting of krill within 200 miles of the coasts of California, Oregon and Washington. The rule to protect these species, which are a key part of the oceanic food web, was previously rebuffed by the White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) in 2007 because krill are currently not fished and the rule was precautionary in nature. 

NSF Grants to Study Effects of Stimulus Funds on Science. In an effort to study the science impacts of the economic stimulus package, the National Science Foundation recently awarded $199,951 to researchers at the University of Virginia to study how stimulus funding affects employment in science and engineering; and $199,988 to researchers at the University of Michigan to develop a database on stimulus investments in social science and the outcomes of those investments. 

People in the News. - The Senate on July 15 confirmed Charles Bolden as NASA Administrator and Lori Garver as Deputy Administrator. NASA's top position had been filled on an acting basis by Associate Administrator Christopher Scolese since Michael Griffin stepped down in January. 

- On July 14 the Senate confirmed Robert Groves as director of the U.S. Census Bureau, after a month-long hold on a final vote by Senators David Vitter (R-LA) and Richard Shelby (R-LA). Groves faces numerous immediate challenges related to the administration of the 2010 Census.

Elsewhere
AAAS Issues Report on Preparedness Workforce Development. "Workforce Development: Preparing the Next Generation for Infectious Disease Threats," the report from a workshop held in May 2009 by two AAAS programs -- the Center for Science, Technology and Security Policy, and the Program on Scientific Freedom, Responsibility and Law -- is now available online. 

UK Parliament Requests Plans for Genomic Medicine. The British Parliament's House of Lords' Science and Technology Committee on July 7 issued a 127-page report urging the government to develop a comprehensive white paper on how genomic medicine will be incorporated into the UK National Health Service. The report asks for details about how the Department of Health will help to translate genomic medicine into clinical practice, including planning changes that will "bring genetic testing into mainstream clinical practice." 

Andrew Wyckoff Named to Key OECD Science Policy Position. Andrew Wyckoff, a U.S. national who has been a key S&T analyst for the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in Paris for nearly 15 years, has been appointed director of the OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry. Wyckoff is a former staffer of the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment which closed in 1995.
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