SIUE produced 365 Days of Astronomy Podcast wins prestigious Parsec Award
A podcast produced at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE) won the prestigious Parsec Award for Best Infotainment Podcast on September 5, 2009. This show, 365 Days of Astronomy, brings together the voices of astronomers and astronomy lovers from all around the globe. The show can be found at http://www.365DaysofAstronomy.org. 365 DoA is an official podcast of the International Year of Astronomy (IYA2009).

"The 365 Days of Astronomy podcast celebrates the International Year of Astronomy with a truly unique concept - an entire year of daily, user-submitted episodes,” says show producer Preston Gibson, an SIUE graduate. “The astronomy community is committed to teaching and outreach, and their new media approach is light-years ahead. As a media producer, this is a fun, challenging environment. I'm honored to be part of it.”

365 DoA is an international project that brings together the voices, knowledge, and passion of people from around the globe in a daily ~10-minute format. Contributors to 365 DoA include, Diane Duane (author of the Middle Kingdoms series), Brother Guy Consolmangno (Vatican Observatory), Dr. Ed Stone (JPL, Voyager mission), Dr. Chris Lintott (Sky at Night and Galaxy Zoo). The show has also featured interviews with Michael Turner (Nobel laureate), Tim Russ (Tuvok from Star Trek), and Robert Zubrin (Mars Direct).

“It has been such a pleasure to work with people from all around the world on this project, from scientists and engineers who work with telescopes and space missions to passionate amateur astronomers and space enthusiasts,” says 365 DoA team member and Rochester, Illinois resident Nancy Atkinson. “Everyone who has participated has thrown themselves wholeheartedly into sharing their excitement and knowledge about space and astronomy, creating a collection of podcasts that is likely unequaled anywhere.  Those of us who have been fortunate enough to work on this project for the International Year of Astronomy have had the opportunity to ‘meet’ so many wonderful people from all over the world - it has been a great experience!” 

The 365 DoA team received the Parsec at the Dragon*Con convention in Atlanta. Musician and podcaster George Hrab, composer of the show’s theme song, accepted the award for the 365 DoA team.
 The 365 DoA podcast was one of 5 finalists for this award, with 50 shows receiving nominations. 

“This show is a testament to what a group of people can accomplish when they follow both their hearts and their heads,” says SIUE faculty member and co-chair of the IYA2009 New Media Task Group Pamela L. Gay. “This project has been a true community effort, with a team of students and volunteers producing the show. Our audio comes from the entire astronomy community – professionals, amateurs, and people who just love the science. This award literally goes to a cast of hundreds. I am honored to get to be a part of the team producing this show.”

This was 365 DoA’s first year and first nomination. In both 2007 and 2008, the SIUE co-produced Astronomy Cast podcast has been a finalist. The Parsec Awards were established in 2006 by Mur Lafferty, Michael R. Mennenga, and Tracy Hickman to celebrate speculative fiction podcasting.  Podcast shows are nominated by fans, and finalists are chosen by an annually selected steering committee and an independent panel of judges selects finalists. Awards are given in several categories, ranging from content to audio quality. The Parsec Awards are presented with the support of Farpoint Media in conjunction with Dragon*Con.  For more details, see the Parsec Awards website at parsecawards.com. 
Key contributors to 365 DoA from SIUE include faculty member Dr. Pamela L. Gay (physics), graduate students Georgia Bracey and Kortney Hogan, as well as alumni Preston Gibson, who produces the show. Other team members include: Nancy Atkinson, Davin Flateau, Michael Koppelman, Emily Lakdawalla, Stuart Lowe, Martin Ratcliffe, and Robert Simpson. The 365 Days of Astronomy Podcast is produced by the New Media Working Group of the International Year of Astronomy 2009 at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, with audio post-production by Preston Gibson. Bandwidth is donated by libsyn.com and Wizzard Media. Web design is by Clockwork Active Media Systems. Podcasts maybe reproduced and distributed for non-commercial purposes.
IYA2009 is a global celebration of the myriad achievements and broad societal impact of astronomy in the 400 years since Galileo first used a telescope to make scientific observations of the Sun and the nighttime sky.  For more on its dozen cornerstone projects and numerous other related activities, see www.astronomy2009.us and www.astronomy2009.org.
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville is a public comprehensive university dedicated to the communication, expansion and integration of knowledge through excellent undergraduate education as its first priority and complementary excellent graduate and professional academic programs; through the scholarly, creative and research activity of its faculty, staff and students; and through public service and cultural and arts programming in its region. Learn more about SIUE at http://www.siue.edu.
Contacts: please note, the entire 365 Days of Astronomy team can be reached at info@365daysofastronomy.org
Pamela Gay, Co-Chair, IYA2009 New Media Group

Phone: +1 857-204-6392

Email: pamela@365daysofastronomy.org

Michael Koppelman, Co-Chair, IYA2009 New Media Group

Phone: +1 763-443-2048
Email: michael@365daysofastronomy.org

Preston Gibson, producer 365 DoA

Phone: +1 618-267-5394
Email: preston@gibsoncreation.com
Nancy Atkinson, team member 365 DoA and IYA2009 New Media Group

Phone: +1 217-622-1096
Email: nancyatkinson04@yahoo.com
�The 365 DoA theme song, “Far” can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dF2HG1PVZok





