 History 111b 004 and 007 
Western Civilization,  Spring 2008 

John A. Taylor, Professor of History, Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville 

Section 4 meets TR 9:30 AM-10:45 AM in PH 0413; 
Section 7  meets TR 11:00 PM-12:15 PM in PH 0413 
 
  
Office PH 1225, telephone 650-2836, office hours TR 3:30 – 4:30 PM 

 Syllabus
Textbook:  Laevack,Muir, Mass, and Veldman’s The West: Encounters & Transformations Since 1550 Vol.II  additional readings will be assigned during the semester from various sources. 

General Remarks
        This course will introduce you to the history of European civilization in the late modern and contemporary periods.  Three tests will be given, two midterm exams and a final exam.  There will also be an occasional pop quiz on maps or vocabulary words.  All submissions must be written in dark ink.  Pencil submissions will not be acceptable.  Your grade for the semester will be based on an average of these major items, and each of them will have equal weight. Students must complete all of the tests.  The worst grade can be dropped, except for the final exam grade, but no test may be omitted.  Students must take the exams as scheduled.  The final exam is mandatory.  Improvements, class attendance, quiz scores, and class participation will all be taken into account. 

        Students should obtain a very good dictionary.  The small paper dictionaries widely available supply spelling and distinguish the parts of speech, but students should not use small dictionaries to obtain definitions.  Use a large dictionary to look up standard definitions.  The Oxford English Dictionary, available in the library, is the best dictionary in English.  Seek definitions there for all words that prove difficult or unfamiliar.  The following words are especially important in this course, and students should be sure of the meaning of each of them: abdicate, abridge, alien, arbitrary, art, candid, capital, capitalism, capitol, charter, colony, common law, democracy, despotism, empire, essay, establishment, feudal, frontier, habeas corpus, honor, impediment, liberty, magnanimity, manifest, mercantilism, militia, monarch, moral restraint, myth, natural law, nobility, ordain, passions, perfidy, prudence, puritan, reason, republic, revolution, romantic, science, sedition, self-evident, tariff, tranquility, transient, tyranny, unalienable, usurpation, utility, and utopia.

        Students will adhere to conventional rules of academic procedure. Attendance and class participation are very important, and excessive absence (more than four class sessions) will not be tolerated.  Students are not to come to class late, nor are they to interrupt class by departure previous to the scheduled end of the day's session.  The reading assignments in this course are very important, and you should begin on them at once.

 

 Course Schedule
The semester begins on 14 January 2008, and the Spring Break occupies 10-16 March. 

I.   Jan 15 and 17.  Introduction: The French Revolution 

 Reading: Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments.

II.  Jan 22 and 24. Traditional society restored 

 Reading: Chap.20 pgs.656-674 and Chap. 21  pgs.686-706.

III. Jan 29 and 31. The Scientific Revolution 

  Reading: Chap. 16 pgs. 525 - 551

IV.  Feb 5 and 7.  The early nineteenth century 

     Reading: Chap. 18 pgs. 585-617

V.   Feb 12 and 14. 1848 

 Reading: Chap. 19 pgs. 621-651

 FIRST MIDTERM EXAM Feb 14.
VI.  Feb 19 and 21.  Nationalism and industrialization 

 Reading: Chap. 20 pgs. 655-682

VII. Feb 26 and 28.  Nationalism and industrialization 

 Reading: Chap. 21 pgs. 685-717

VIII. Mar 4 and 6.  Nationalism and industrialization 

Reading: Chap. 22 pgs. 721-750

 SECOND MIDTERM EXAM Mar 6.
SPRING BREAK March 10-16 

IX.  Mar 18.  Late Nineteenth-century Europe 
 Mar 20.  First World War -  Readings: Chap 24 pgs.789-816

 

X.  Mar 25 and 27.  Russian Revolution and Versailles

 Reading: pgs. Chap. 24 pgs. 813-824

XI.  Apr 1 and 3.  Fascism, Nazi Germany, and Western Appeasement 

     Reading: Chap. 25 pgs. 827-857

XII.  Apr 8 and 10. Second World War 

      Reading: Chap. 26 pgs. 861-890, Chap. 27 pgs. 897-926

XIII.  Apr 15 and 17.  Cold War 

 Reading: Chap. 27-Chap.29 pgs. 921-979.

XIV.  Apr 22.  European Union Chap. 29 pgs. 990 

         Apr 24.  Collapse of Communism P 979-998

XV.  Apr 29. Current Events 

        May 1.  Review

 

THE FINAL EXAM FOR SECTION 4 WILL BE ON THURSDAY, 8 MAY, 8-9:40 AM.

THE FINAL EXAM FOR SECTION 7 WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY, 8 MAY, 10-11:40 AM. 

  

 
