
Introduction
In 1975 the fall of South Vietnam caused the United States to 
change in a new way. As Vietnam became unified under a 
communist government, the first wave of Vietnamese refugees left
Vietnam in fear of political persecution, reprisals, and personal 
harm. In 1978 a second wave of refugees left Vietnam due to 
additional reasons such as poor agricultural harvests, the economic 
drain of fighting in neighboring countries, and loss of jobs. 
Vietnamese people fled to refugee camps in neighboring countries
such as Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Hong Kong, and Thailand 
(Kitano and Daniels 1988). From these refugee camps and through 
a number of programs and policies a significant number of 
Vietnamese refugees immigrated to the United States. Since 1975,
Vietnamese have migrated to the United States under forced and 
economic factors. This poster examines the impact of Vietnamese 
on the demographics and landscapes of the United States. 

Materials and methods
In order to examine how Vietnamese refugees have changed the 
demographics and landscapes of the United States I analyzed a 
compilation of secondary data sources. Online databases, online 
catalogs, and search engines were used. These data sources include 
quantitative and qualitative information. I used statistical data and 
maps from the U.S. Census Bureau to analyze demographic 
patterns. I then used journal articles and books to analyze patterns 
of settlement over the past 30 years (1980-2007).

Conclusions
In this study I analyzed a compilation of secondary sources to 
examine how Vietnamese have changed the demographics and the 
landscapes of the United States. In 1975 the Vietnamese began a 
mass migration that resulted in a Vietnamese population in the 
United States of almost 1.5 million people. While the Vietnamese
refugees did not come to the United States with very much, they did 
come with their culture; which has made its way onto the landscape 
in unique ways (Figures1,2, and 3). 

The United States is known as a land of immigrants. However, it 
was not until 1975 that a significant number of Vietnamese came to 
the United States. For over the past thirty years Vietnamese have 
migrated to and within the United States under somewhat unique 
circumstances. Similarly like other groups of immigrants, 
Vietnamese have established ethnic communities for social and 
economic survival (Vo 2000). The Vietnamese American 
population and their ethnic communities have maintained and 
imprinted their culture on the American landscape.

This research provides an updated examination of the spatial 
distribution of Vietnamese in the United States and an examinati on 
of how the Vietnamese have changed the landscape. However, my 
analysis of the Vietnamese spatial distribution is based on the 1990 
Census, 2000 Census, and the 2007 American Community Survey. 
Also, the 1990 and 2000 Census data and the 2007 American 
Community Survey are based off of samples, so there is a margin of 
error for the estimated populations. The 2010 Census will help 
provide a more complete and accurate examination of the spatial 
distribution of Vietnamese in the United States.
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Results
Vietnamese refugees have changed the demographics and 
landscapes in some states throughout the United States. The maps
within this poster display the settlement of Vietnamese. Throughout 
the 1980s and 1990s Vietnamese continued to enter the United 
States under the direction of resettlement policies such as the 
Indochina Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1975, the 
Refugees Act of 1980, the Orderly Departure Program, the 
Amerasian Homecoming Act, and the Humanitarian Operation 
Program.

Government officials resettled the early waves of Vietnamese 
refugees throughout the United States in an attempt to make them
less conspicuous and force them to assimilate. However, through 
secondary and chain migration, some Vietnamese refugees have 
concentrated themselves in ethnic communities for economic and 
social reasons (Vo 2000). These ethnic communities allow 
Vietnamese to preserve their ethnic identities; providing them with 
a place to live, work, shop, and socialize. These ethnic communities 
consist of restaurants, living space, markets, places of 
entertainment, retail stores, community centers, and festivals that 
specifically cater to Vietnamese people (Aguilar-San Juan 2005; 
Vo 2000). These services along with other types of ethnic symbols 
have allowed the Vietnamese to create distinctive landmarks and 
landscapes within the United States.

Table 1. Vietnamese Population in the United States, 1975 to 2007

Source: Office of Immigration Statistics1, U.S. Census Region and Country or Area of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population: 1960 to 
1990 2, U.S. Census 1990 3, U.S. Census 20004, 2007 American Community Survey 5

Note: Data for 1975 only includes refugees that entered the U.S.during the month of May at reception centers set up at Camp Pen dleton, 
California, Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida and Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania..

Year Vietnamese population 

in United States

Percentage of 

Vietnamese in the U.S.

1975 1 102,686 .004%

1980 2 231,120 .10%

1990 3 619,980 .25%

2000 4 1,122,528 .40%

2007 5 1,479,683 .49%
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Source: U.S. Census 1990, U.S. Census 2000, 2007 American Community 
Survey

Figure 2. Asian Garden Mall, Westminster, California 
Source: http://www.roadfood.com

Figure 3. Little Saigon Inn, Westminster, California 
Source: http://www.davestravelcorner.com/articles/los-
angeles/LA-Little-Saigon.htm

Figure 1. Welcome  stone to Little Saigon Westminster, 
California 
Source: http://www.ci.westminister.ca.us/services/visitors.asp


