
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EDWARDSVILLE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
APPLICATION for GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIP 

 
INSTRUCTIONS for 
SUBMITTING THIS 

FORM 
 
DEADLINE: applications must be received by February 21 (for the following academic year). 
Decisions will normally be made beginning in March or April. 
 
The application form should be saved and then attached to an email along with the statement of 
purpose and writing sample (both saved in pdf format) to englishgrad@siue.edu.  
 
Please note that only classified graduate students in English may apply for an English GAship. 
 
English graduate students already taking courses should attach the following documents to 
their e-mails: 

❐ the Graduate Assistantship Application packet 
❐  a “Teaching Statement of Purpose” (see next page) 
❐ transcript of their graduate work since being admitted to the English Graduate Program 

(an unofficial transcript, such as a pdf from CougarNet, is acceptable.) 
❐ writing sample (see next page) 

 
These students should also: 

❐ request at least ONE new letter of recommendation be sent to englishgrad@siue.edu; 
since letters that do not address teaching potential are of relatively little value and may 
compromise an application, students are strongly encouraged to obtain three new letters 
of recommendation. 

 
Students applying simultaneously for a GAship and to the English Graduate Program must 
submit the following in addition to those materials submitted in application to the English 
Graduate Program: 

❐ the Graduate Assistantship Application packet 
❐ a “Teaching Statement of Purpose” (see next page) 
❐ transcripts of their college coursework (in addition to those transcripts required by the 

Graduate School for a program application) 
❐ writing sample (see next page) 

 
These students should also: 

❐ request that their recommenders submit two copies of their letters: one to Graduate and 
International Admissions (for program application), and one to the email address above 
for the GAship application. Letters of recommendation that do not address teaching 
potential are of relatively little value and may compromise an application; new 
applicants should ensure that at least TWO of their letters – preferably all three – 
address this.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATION 



Applicants interested in an editing GAship must contact the editor(s) of the journal(s) in which 
they are interested, and must discuss this interest in the accompanying Statement of Purpose; 
ideally their qualifications for the editing positions will also be discussed in one or more of the 
letters of recommendation. Applicants should check the appropriate box(es) on the application 
form. 
 
TEACHING STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
These statements must be 750-1,000 words in length. It is imperative that applicants discuss their 
interests, desires, and abilities to teach English Composition at SIUE. Applicants may critically 
reflect upon past English classes they have either taken or taught. Applicants should discuss their 
own emerging teaching philosophies, ideas about what makes for effective teaching of writing, 
what pedagogical strategies might be employed, the role and function of writing assessment in 
the classroom, or any other important experience or aspect of teaching that would be helpful to 
demonstrate teaching potential at SIUE. 
 
NOTE: students applying for an editing GAship who do not wish to be considered for a teaching 
GAship do not need to submit a Teaching Statement of Purpose. They must, however, submit a 
comparable Statement of Purpose that addresses their interest in editing. Students applying for an 
editing GAship who also wish to be considered for a teaching GAship must submit a Statement 
of Purpose that addresses both interests, and it is strongly recommended that such a statement 
exceed the above-mentioned word count. Students interested in an editing GAship must 
discuss their interests with one of the journal editors prior to applying. 
 
WRITING SAMPLE 
A writing sample is required for the GA application. The sample must be between 5 and 12 
pages, and must be scholarly argumentative/expository prose. 


