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The Space of Yin and Yang

This paper discusses the concept of space in traditional Chinese philosophy.  It discusses the origin and structure of the universe, or physical space, as a result of the working of two constitutive forces, Yin and Yang.  The interaction, transformation and contrastive positioning of the dialectic pair Yin and Yang are viewed as mechanisms giving birth to the universe and its inner constitution. The eight trigrams are an expression of the universe’s structure, with the sixty-four hexagon-grams as a further refinement.  Following the traditional Chinese notion of nature and humans as one, the hierarchy of the universe is projected onto human society forming the foundation of a hierarchical order within societal space and human-scapes.  This connection reveals an important philosophical source of legitimacy in exercising social control and regulation in traditional China. It is also one of the essential elements in shaping cultural practices within the traditional Chinese society.   

