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Cosmological Motifs on Anishnaabe Ceremonial Regalia

Anishnaabe artists embedded cosmological symbols in the motifs they painted, sewed, loomed and embroidered onto clothing and accessories. To the culturally competent eye, representations of Manitook (spirits) of the Four Directions, the Sky, the Earth and the Underwater realms, as well as the geometric patterns and colours of manito power itself, enlivened Anishnaabe clothing with personal and communal symbols. Although the forms, materials and techniques of these symbols changed markedly throughout the historic period, the fundamental spatial orientation of the Anishnaabe worldview has remained consistent. This presentation explores continuity and change in Anishnaabe cosmological motifs on dress and adornment from the fur trade fashions through the classic modern style of the reservation era beadwork.

