Collaborative Research and Digital Circulation: The GRASAC Database of Great Lakes Aboriginal Culture

Cory Willmott (Anthropology): 

GRASAC (Great Lakes Research Alliance for the Study of Aboriginal Culture) is an international research consortium whose three constituencies of aboriginal community members, academic researchers, and museum professionals, work together to create an online database of Great Lakes Aboriginal cultural items. Cross-cultural collaboration strategies include conducting on-site museum collections research together, incorporating Aboriginal community members’ responses into the multimedia database records, and sharing the database with participating Aboriginal communities. Through these processes, GRASAC members address two critical issues in the study of Aboriginal art and culture: 1) equalizing the imbalanced power relations between museum professionals and academic scholars, on the one hand, and Aboriginal community members, on the other; and 2) aboriginal cultural revitalization through the digital circulation of cultural heritage that has been lost, dispersed and fragmented in museum collections and archives around the world.

